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TOTHB 



MEMBERS OF THE LEGAL PROFESSION. 



Obmtlemen, 

I am indmced to dedicate this work to you 
Mm a convictkyn thaA, from your position in society 
and tnpoTtance as a body, you stand unrivalled 5 and 
tklik yoa can boast of lilmng among you men as much 
c^stingiibhed for their learning and intelligence^ as for 
their integrity and fa&gh sense of honour. 

But BOtwithstandfi^ these nmnifest advantages, tbc 
covkdttct of some members of the profession has indeed 
subjected it to mnch ocBum', and, among many 6th«r 
enters equally glariig» not the least conspicuous is 
thtt'TapMeious and lepvehensibie disposition to "poudi 
tMs costs,** whethisr obtained justly or unjustly; in the 
pursmt of this object the iaterests of the dient are 
frequently lost sight of, or, if recurred to at all, are 
objeets of secondary consideration. 

That an att<Mmey who does justice to his client, 
is not too exorbitantly paid by the present scale of 
charges, may be fearlessly asserted, when his heavy 
expenditure, and the immense personal labour he ne- 
cessarily eacoimters is considered. But very different 
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feelings may justly be entertained with respect to those 
practitioners who make it almost their exclusive study 
to pick loopholes in the proceedings of the respecta* 
ble members of the profession -, not for the laudable 
purpose of protecting the poor man against the attacks 
' of the rich and the wiles of the crafty, but for the 
mercenary and selfish one of pocketing costs. Such 
conduct is highly culpable and disgraceful in the Qiem- 
bers of a profession calling themselves liberal and en- 
ligl^tened, and ought never to have been countenanced > 
opening as it does, a vast fields not only for ruinous 
expense, vexation, and disappointment, but endless 
litigation, and ultimate ruin. 

The law was originally designed for the furtherance 
of justice and the preservation of right, or, in other 
words, to protect the innocent, and secure punishment 
to the guilty ; but when instances daily occur of the 
very reverse of these principles prevailing, in the defeat 
of the honest man's claiin^ and in the rescinding of con* 
tracts which parties entered into with their eyes open, 
either through the dexterity of counsel in discovering 
what is vulgarly termed/^ a flaw,** or from non-eonfoE* 
mity with some of those absurd Forms that have been 
handed down to us from time immemorial, and conse- 
crated by use, an inference may fairly b^ drawn that 
the law has be^ perverted to uses for which it was 
never intended ; and, instead of being a staff to the in* 
nocent and a terror to the gmlty, it has thrown its 
shield around the dishonest and unprincipled portion 
of the community, for whose correction and punish- 
ment it was intended. 

That a great many of these evils are to be ascribed 
to the Judges of the land^ is as notorious as the sun at 
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BOpn-day, whose recent batch of Roles, if originally 
framed for the purpose of misleading^ could not have 
attained that end better than they do at the present 
moment. It is much to be regretted that these learn* 
ed personlBges, in their collectiye wisdom, when they 
doncoct and promulgate Rules for the government of 
their respective Courts, do not lop off some of that 
mystification and senseless jargon with which .they 
abound, and endeavour to make them at least suffi- 
ciently comprehensible to those for whose observance 
they were intended. 

It is no unusual circumstance at chambers to see one 
of their lordships thrust the papers of the respective 
disputants into his pocket, in order that he may have 
the benefit of a consultation with one of his learned 
brethren, previous to his deciding the matter in dis- 
pute, which not unfrequently arises on the construc- 
tion of some or other of the New Rules ; yet, notwith- 
standing the daily recurrence of these facts, the J.udges 
expect the members of the profession to comprehend 
their New Rules, though their lordships, by whom they 
were framed, do not themselves clearly comprehend 
them. 

These glaring defects in our system of jurisprudence 
are principally to be attributed to this circumstance:—* 
The Judges, when eleVated to the bench, are generally 
men advanced in years, and very frequently afflicted 
with some of those disorders incidental to age which at 
times affect and impair the understanding; and heude 
it is, that while labouring under some of these mental 
or bodily infirmities, perhaps both, they are sometimes 
irritable and captious, and in order to get rid of the 
gabble of the contending parties, very frequently make 
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8MI^ 6t the txiffi^ Kb§afi ittd unjust Orders tlHit ou 
pdtiiiibly be etmce^^. Thei^ are certainly some lew 
etecs^ions' to these g^keriA obsetvatioDS. 

It is a« itidit^pitt&ble' faet that an implicit submission 
te^ vrhat is denominnted *' Legal Precedents/* has been 
Another sont^e 6f ^r'lfor ; tbc absurdity^ to say nothing 
of the injustice, of deciding cases now-aHlM;fs by the 
t^t offormef decisions, mast be apparent tO' every can»- 
did' and reflecting mind. Every case should be decided 
upon' itc( own merits, without amy reference to the opin^ 
ions or decisions of our predecessors. The blunders 
of one age cannot justify those of another; what was 
rn dtfys^ of yore just and expedient, may now, by reason 
of li change of times and circunvstances^ be injudicious 
and improper. If the Law of England is to be super- 
seded by former decisions, let us have those decisions, 
and the g^undd and^ reasons for making them^ drawn 
dp by some competi^nt perbon, and signed by the pre- 
siding Judge of Jadgtes, as the case maybe, before they 
are brought forward or allowed to be referred to as 
cases in point ; but let not the crude and imperfect 
Reports of adjudged cases be ushei^ into existence to 
mislead the public. 

The tremendous evils occasioned by this ready ac- 
quiesGence to individual dictation are incalculable.-— 
Thie implicit submission to tte opinion of others un- 
dd^btedly demands some speedy and efficient remedy, 
perpetrating, as it does, in nine c&ses out of ten, the 
most flagrant injustice, and rendering nugatory the 
established principles of the law of the land. 

Thait the profession of the law is one of the noblest 
sciences that can possibly engage the human mind, is 
an incontrovertible fact; that the law itsidlif, as well as 
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a great many of those who profess it, stand in need of 
a thorough reformation, is equally incontrovertible 5 and 
until it is so reformed, not only in theory bnt in prac- 
tice, and made to accord as w^U with its original de- 
sign as to the times in which we live, the '^ glorious un- 
certainty of the law'* will ever continue a fit subject for 
public raillery. 

This work was written at intervals, when more pro- 
fitable occupation was, by j^e, unobtainable. I have 
endeavoured to exhibit a faithful picture of the vicissi- 
tudes experienced in a most eventful life, not exempt 
from the faults and foibles incidental to human nature ; 
how. far I have succeeded in my delineations I must 
leave to the judgment of a candid and discerning 
public. 

I have the honour to be. Gentlemen, 

With profound respect, 

Your most obedient servant, 

M. FAGG. 

Lincoln's Inn, 
January, 1836. 
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CHAPTER I. 



1 HERB prevails a general and indeed a natural 
desire to obtain some knowledge of the origin^ 
and the circumstances connected with the eleva- 
tion of « men who attain to places of trust and 
distinction. If this feeling be prevalent in regard 
to the pedigrees of those who are more indebted 
to rank^ wealth and influence, than to the ele- 
gance of their oratory, the brilliancy of their wit, 
or the solidity of their judgment; how much 
more ought it to be cherished when we see an 
individual emerge from obscurity and wade 
through hardships and perils to almost the 
highest pinnacle of professional ambition. Pre* 
'suming that such an adventurous career cannot 
be otherwise than interesting and insti*uctive, I 
proceed with my narrative. 

I was born in that beautiful city called Cork, 
in the kingdom of Ireland, on Michaelmas morn- 
ing in the year 17939 according to the register of 



births which has been preserved in the family 
of Fagg, that being my sire's surname. 

Any attempt to trace a long pedigree of illus- 
trious ancestors, or the source from whence the 
name of Fagg is derived, however accurate it 
might be, would at present be superfluous and 
uninteresting; let it suffice to say, that I have 
never yet heard of their being allied either to 
statesmen, patriots, warriors, or highwaymen, 
who are considered the most distinguished cha- 
racters of the human race; most probably they 
were, what their name indicates, a fagging and 
industrious class of people. 

Having been ushered into existence on such a 
remarkable day, the gossips^ in our immediate 
vicinity, who came to congratulate my mother 
on having augmented the rising generation, pro- 
nounced me, according to accounts that have 
been handed down, to be '^ a broth of a boy,* 
and over a drop of potheen (which they-took care 
to provide themselves with previous to setting 
out on their congratulatory visit) predicted that 
It would be improper, as well as unludcy, to call 
me by any other christian name than that of the 
saint. One however diflered from the rest, and 
she was one whose reputed proficiency in the art 
of propheey was generally known in the neigh- 
bourhood, having frequently foretold what sub- 
sequent events verified: her fame having been 
thus established, her mansion was daily besieged 
by anxious interrogators who flocked thither 



fiH^m varioQS parts of the country to consult her 
upon their respective grievances, whether real or 
imaginary: blooming damsels with demure coun- 
tenances and faultering voices to learn the cause 
of the slight of their faithless swains, or to have 
the dreams which bad disturbed their nocturnal 
slumbers interpreted, so as to afford them some 
clue to their future helpmates; dashing young 
bachelors, equally silly, responding as it were to 
the frailties of the softer sex; and, not unfre- 
quently would their senioins in years and expe- 
rience visit the dame to discover when they might 
reckon upon a legacy or windfall dropping in, by 
the dissolution of some enfeebled friend or rela- 
tive, or to devise some stratagem by which the 
infidelity of their better halves might be detected, 
the tender flame having been many years extinct 
in their own frail tenements. Such were the 
visitors that sought an audience of this old sy- 
bil, and for which they generally paid in pro- 
portion to the magnitude of the expectations 
held out to them. Although she had resided in 
the neighbourhood for nearly half a century, she 
was never known to have' quitted her own dwel- 
ling to communicate her oracular knowledge 
until the present occasion. A desire to pay a 
joiark of grateful respect to my mother, of whose 
bounty she had frequently partaken, and, per- 
haps, curiosity, from the rumour that there was 
a great fuss and bother as to what name the boy 
•ahbuld be called to whom she had given birth. 



induced her in this instance to deviate from her 
usual course. The old sybil^ after having exa« 
mined me very minutely, assured my parents 
that it would be quite immaterial by what name 
I was called, as I should at an early period of 
my life exchange my own country for another, 
where, after undergoing many difficulties and 
privations, I should attain high rank and reputa- 
tion in my profession, which she prognosticated 
would be that of a lawyer; my parents there- 
upon agreed that I should be named in compli- 
ance with the wish so generally expressed by 
their friends, and from thence I assumed the 
name of Mike Fagg ; how far the predictions 
respecting me have been fulfilled will appear in 
the sequel. 

I was the youngest of four surviving children, 
an elder brother named Darby, and two sisters 
named Sukey and Norah ; the former married 
one Felix O'Leary, a diminutive man with fea- 
tures remarkably large, particularly his nose, 
which fully attested his partiality to whisky 
punch, and, indeed, from the peculiar situation 
in which he was placed (being no less a person- 
age than a tithe proctor) perhaps it could not be 
otherwise. Norah married an exciseman of the 
name of Denis Farrell, whose huge dimensions 
presented a ludicrous contrast to poor O'Leary ; 
Farrell was alike famed for dipping his lips as 
well as his rod into what did not of right apper- 
tain to himself, being quite regardless of the in- 



terests of the crown when his own interests were 
in jeopardy. Two characters more odious and 
generally detested by the people of Ireland than 
those of a tithe proctor and an exciseman, could 
not possibly be selected ; such, however, were 
my family connections. My mother was a plain 
homely woman, and by no means the most ac- 
complished in the world ; yet she supplied the 
want of refinement by the assiduity and attention 
she bestowed on her family; her sole delight 
consisted in endeavouring to promote the comfort 
and happiness of her children, and she was, in 
truth, a most exemplary woman. My father, on 
the other hand, (who carried on the business of 
a tailor) was of a disposition the very reverse of 
my mother, being both indolent and extravagant; 
so that what the one heaped together with the 
assistance of her relations and by her own care 
and industry, was wasted and squandered by the 
other in the ale-house, whither he used to repair 
every evening, and seldom returned home tiU mid* 
night. Two tempers so extremely diflferent could 
not be expected to have enjoyed much domestic 
felicity. My mother thougrfa passionate, very soon 
forgot the cause of her anger, and was easily re- 
conciled to her most implacable enemy; my fa-^ 
ther knowing well the temper he had to deal 
with, and how easily he could obtain forgiveness, 
imposed on her goodnature, and went on from 
one excess to another until he became totally 
callous and indifferent to every thing around him. 



With stifled feelings of despair and despondency 
diy mother observed the change in her husband's 
behaviour^ and remonstrated frequently on the 
inevitable ruin that awaited him if he persisted 
in the course which he was pursuing; but these 
representations were treated by him as '^woman's 
fears^" and beneath the notice of a man enamour* 
ejd of a " drop of the cratur/' which he invariably 
designated as ^^ the staff of the old and the de* 
crepit/' 

While things wore this unfavourable aspect^ a 
circumstance occurred 'which we hoped^ if it did 
not altogether remove the irregular and dissipated 
habits of my father, would at least have the effect 
of checking his career for a while. The foreman 
(whose name was Teddy Delaney) in whose ma- 
nagement of the business my father placed the 
most implicit confidence, having sojourned one 
night to ale<«house hard by, where, after indulging 
in copious libations of the juice of the barley, he 
let drop a hint or two that in the absence of bis 
ihaster, who seldom troubled himself about busi* 
ness, he took carie to use the shears,--^ technical 
phrase signifying cabbage in a superlative degree^ 
This insinuation having been communicated to 
my father his suspicions were aroused, and .he 
determined on watching narrowly the mancQuvres 
of his foreman. It was not long befoi^e be Wad 
deteiited carrying on hi& old game of cabbaging ; 
but> on being accused of his malpractices, he 
scdeihnly declared^ that be was to innocent to a 



sacking babe^ notwithstaading my father had oc- 
cular demonstration of the contrary being the 
fact; howerer^ finding it useless to dissemble, he 
soon retracted his plea, and^ acknowledging his 
gnilt, fell at my father's feet and implored for- 
giveness in the most a£fecting manner in consi- 
deration of his wife and children. My father, 
without ever deigning to notice the repentant 
posture of his foreman, flew into a violent rage, 
and instead of handing him over to the rigours 
of the law, resolved on taking summary ven- 
geance himself; for this purpose laying hold of 
the laptioard^ which chanced to be the next por«- 
table article within bis reacb^ he belaboured poor 
Teddy so unmercifully that his screams^ together . 
with the tumult and uproar, brought my mother 
running into the workshop to ascertain what the 
noise proceeded from, who, on being made ac- 
quainted with the particulars, so far interposed 
that the delinquent was allowed to decamp with-^ 
out further molestation, with a recommendation 
never again to shew his face within an Irish mile 
of the house. 

My mother secretly rejoiced that Teddy's guilt 
had thus been fully established, as she anticipa- 
ted that it would at least have the effect of pro-^ 
ducing a favourable change in the dissipated 
habits of my father. In this anticipation she was 
not altogether disappointed, for the next morning 
he vowed, that after being so much deceived in 
the integrity of his foreman, he never would 
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again entrust the management of his business to 
mortal man^ but, would in future superintend it 
himself. This resolution he kept for. some time 
very scrupulously^ straining every nerve to re- 
trieve the shattered st&te of his affairs^ but all to 
no purpose; his business having been so long 
n^glected his best customers gradually withdrew 
from him, and were replaced by others who in- 
stead of making prompt payment made specious 
promises, which were seldom or never perform- 
ed, and in nine cases out of ten the only satisfac- 
tion my father ever received, was the mortifica- 
tion of beholding his name and occupation, 
*^ Darby Fagg, Tailor,'* for no iAconsiderable 
sums, in insolvents' schedules and bankrupts' ba- 
lanqe sheets. These circumstances, incidental to 
men in business, and against which no human 
foresight can at times sufficiently guard, combined 
to ruin him ; notwithstanding he made every ef^ 
fort to ward off the evil day which was certain to 
arrive. My mother, who had been expecting this 
event for some time, took the precaution of pri- 
vately communicating with her brother, whose 
name was Cheek, stating the situation io which 
she was placed, and the inevitable ruin that stared 
her in the face, unless averted by speedy assist- 
ance. My uncle, who was an attorney and sene- 
schal of a manor court (a court established in 
various parts of Ireland for the recovery of sums 
not exceeding forty shillings), was a man not 
overflowing with the milk of human kindness. 



replied that it was entirely out of his power to 
grant the succour required, having been disap- 
pointed in receiving some money which he had 
lent on mortgage; but if my mother thought pro* 
per to change her residence, and come and reside 
near himself, he would establish such credit for 
her husband as would enable him to resume his 
business. My father on being made acquainted 
with the purport of this communication, poured 
out a volley of abuse against my uncle, whom he 
denounced in no veiy measured terms, and said 
he would rather famish than be beholden to such 
a man for a isingle meal ; however, as soon as his 
choler had oozed out, my mother represented to 
him that of two evils he had to choose the least : 
either to become the inmate of a prison, or avail 
himself of the proffered aid of her brother. " The 
idea of the former was in the eyes of my father 
the greatest calamity that could befal him, — it 
being considered at that period an offence almost 
unpardonable, to get rid of debts lawfully con- 
tracted in any other than an honorable way: but, 
alas ! how this opinion has been since exploded, 
every day's experience abundantly proves — he, 
therefore, reluctantly yielded, as a matter of ne- 
cessity rather than of choice, to the force of cir- 
cumstances over which he had no control. 
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CHAPTER IL 



JLbaving my elder brother and sister with an 
auntj who had previously taken them under her 
care, we quitted our native city, npt without a 
tear, which fortitude itself could not repress, and 
set out for our new habitation, which was situ- 
ate in the western part of Ireland, where my un- 
cle carried on his professional operations, and 
after two days travelling alrrived at our destina- 
tion. Our reception by my uncle was suqh as 
might be expected under the circumstances. — 
The town of Kenmare was then principally, if 
not wholly, part of the extensive estate of the 
Marquis of L— -, who is one of those absentee 
landlords that are the primafry cause of all the 
miseries with which the people of Ireland are 
afflicted ; it was then a dirty straggling town, 
the houses being both irregular and very indif- 
ferent, the owners or occupiers of which were 
worse fed and worse clad than any serfs on the 
face of the earth. We continued to live here for 
some years very comfortably, my father being 
enabled by the assistance of my uncle to resume 
his business, which through hia influence daily 
improved* 

I went to school here to one of those pedantic 
schoolmasters who were formerly so prevalent 
in my native land, of the name of O'Shaughnessy, 
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he was in height above the middle size, and ra- 
ther thin and lankey; his countenance (the 
complexion of which resembled a mulberry) if 
taken as a criterion of his age, from the innu- 
merable wrinkles therein contained^ must at 
least fiave witnessed three score of hard winters, 
which when he chanced to be out of temper he 
contracted into a most hideous frown ; his chin 
was long and pointed, with a nose of an enor- 
mous size, equally prominent, which was stud- 
ded all over with carbuncles or grog blossoms ; 
his dress consisted of a large brown frieze coat, 
which partook of what is termed in fashionable 
phraseology "a Newmarket cut;*' it was difficult 
to discover the colour of his waistcoat, which ap- 
peared at one time to have been black, but from 
hard wear and tear, and the large quantity of that 
snuff well known as the Irish blackguard, which 
his nasal organ was so well calculated to contain ' 
(a great portion of which fell on the aforesaid 
waistcoat) it assumed a brown or snuflF colour; ^ 
he usually wore a broad-brimmed bat, and a 
pair of half-boots, which shone most brilliantly, 
not as my readers may suppose, with Day and 
Martin's celebrated blacking, but with an equally 
shining material, namely, a piece of hog's lard 
which had been the constant companion of the 
chimney for several years, unless when brought 
into requisition by Felix (that being 0*Shaugh^ « 
nessy's christian name) ; his spectacles, were of 
a greenish colour, and when they were placed 
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upon bis huge nose he exhibited a most ludi* 
crous figure, rendered still more odd, if possible, 
by little grey eyes, resembling those of a ferret, 
which were arched over with a pair of heavy 
eyebrows ; he was, in a word, a true sample of 
those men who '^ teach the young ideas of Ire- 
land how to shoot," and lived on the bounty and 
generosity of the striplings committed to his 
care, or rather on their parents', to whom he 
was in the constant habit of paying weekly visits 
in rotation, and as a matter of course shared- 
" pot luck,*' the rights of hospitality being held 
by a majority of the people of Ireland as an im- 
perative duty, and equally extended to the tra- 
veller, the unfortunate, the village schoolmaster, 
or to any other person whom chance or misfor- 
tune might happen to throiv in their way; his 
favour or partiality to his pupils was distributed 
in proportion to the treatment be experienced in 
his visits} and those poor urchins whose parents 
were not in a situation to entertain him in a 
manner suitable to his taste, were treated as if 
they had been a different race of beings from 
tbeir more opulent schoolfellows. 

Our school house, which fronted the high road, 
was a spacious thatched building, with planks 
or forms placed on one side thereof, appropria- 
ted for those boys who made rapid strides in 
Vo8ter*a arithmetic; from this class O'Shaugh- 
nessy selected his usher, who represented him 
whenever he chanced to be absent on any pres- 
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3iog occasion, and who was invested with the 
same power and authority to punish, remit, or 
pardon any delinquent or disorderly character, 
as to such usher should seem meet ; on the other 
side were to be seen the poor dunces that lagged 
far behind in learning and knowledge, and who 
were compelled to perch their little carcasses on 
less comfortable seats^ being no other than a 
heap of stones piled together and covered at the 
top with clover or green grass : at the upper end 
of this academy of science might be seen Felix 
in all the pomp and pride of an abecedarian, and 
at' the other end thereof sat the usher or assist- 
ant, endeavouring to ape the importance of his 
inimitable master; sometimes I was called to 
the unenviable post of usher, which was looked 
upon by many a youthful aspirant as a place of 
trust and distinction. During the period of my 
official labours, a portion of the thatch and roof 
gave way one night in a storm, which rendered 
my berth not the most comfortable one in the 
world ; I remained for some time, as well as my 
schoolfellows, exposed to the chilling blast which 
blew through the breach thus occasioned, and 
all the eloquence we could muster had not the 
desired eflfect in prevailing upon Felix to repair 
it, who used to allege among various reasons for 
non-compliance, that since the accident happen- 
ed we had not been so much annoyed with 
smoke as formerly, that it served as an aperture 
to emit that obnoxious fluid much better than 



14 

the chimney, which he prqnounced to be a very 
indifferent one ; all this we could easily perceive 
was a mere manceuvre to avoid the expense at'- 
tending its reparation, we determined therefore 
as our only alternative, to wait upon him in a 
body and represent the case, and insist upon 
having the necessary repairs done. On this oc- 
casion I was selected as chief, and having arran- 
ged our plans, about thirty boys proceeded in a 
body to carry them into effect ; Felix having been 
previously apprised of our intention was pre- 
pared for our -reception. It now became my 
duty to open the proceedings of the day, and 
whilst in the act of doing so, a cold perspiration 
ran all over me, which prevented me for a time 
from proceeding; all eyes were for a moment 
directed towards me, and I could easily perceive 
by the long and sorrowful countenances of some 
of my schoolfellows that they anticipated dis- 
comfiture through the incapacity of their leader; 
however I suddenly Tallied, and recollecting the 
disgrace that would fall on me in case of failure, 
I screwed up all the courage and energy I could 
bring to my assistance and addressed O'Shaugh- 
nessy thus: — 

** We are assembled here to-day. Sir, ta call 
your attention to a subject which has engaged 
our minds for some time past respecting yonder 
breach (at the same time pointing my finger at 
it) which it is our most anxious wish to have 
repaired, we have individually applied to you for 
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the purpose of having this done^ but owing to 
some misutiderstanding, to use no harsher word^ 
it has not been attended to; we therefore now 
candidly declare^ that unless the breach be .rc^ 
paired not one of us will ever disohatge tt^e du- 
ties incidental to the office of usher^ nay, more, 
it will inevitably, if not speedily attended to lead 
to consequences which it is not necessary now 
to reveal ; indeed it should have been attended 
to long ere this by yourself voluntarily, and 
without any interference on our parts, and we 
desire to know immediately your determination, 
by which our future proceedings will be go- 
verned." 

This address I delivered in a very grave and 
impressive manner, and with so much genuine 
eloquence that it drew forth loud applause from 
my sdioolfellows. Felix remained during the 
delivery of the oration a silent spectator of what 
was passing around him, but the moment it was 
concluded he burst into a violent paroxysm of 
rage, and rising from his seat exclaimed, ^^ by the 
Hollee Sh^int Pathric, things have come to a 
pretty pass to think that I, myself, Mr. Felix O' 
Sbaughnessy, who have been in company with 
the first men in the land, should be dictated to, 
what I am and what I am not to do^ by a set of 
green goslings too ; blood and 'ounds, it is really 
too bad when you reflect upon it; I shall recol- 
lect you all for this, and particularly you Mr. 
P%g9 who stand foremost in the cabal agaitist 
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me^ therefore quit my sight, or by all the crosses 
in twenty-one yards of check I will flay every 
one of you alive.'^ At the same time flourishing 
his birch right and left, he compelled us to 
scamper ofi* in such haste that we trampled over 
one another in endeavouring to escape. 

Mortified by this defeat, but by no means sub- 
dued in courage nor shaken in resolution, both 
of which we determined once more to put to the 
test, and convince our inflexible opponent that 
we were not such ragged and contemptible ur- 
chins as he imagined. Felix being in the habit, 
as before observed, of previously announcing to 
the boy at whose parents' house he intended to 
spend the ensuing week, it was agreed that when 
the time arrived that he was to pay me a visit 
I should give him a plump denial, and that all 
the others were to imitate my example; accord- 
ingly, at the proper time, he noticed it to me in 
the usual manner, by remarking that he should 
spend the ensuing week with Mike Fagg ; to this 
invitation I replied in a decided tone that he 
could not, without assigning any particular rea- 
son for my refusal. " Well then,'' said he, call- 
ing another boy named Jack Gallivan, ^' I will go 
with you. Jack, next week." "In troth you 
won't," cried Jack, " for there is no room for 
interlopers." " What do you mean by interlo- 
pers?" exclaimed O'Shaughnessy. "I mean what 
I say," retorted the other. "O, very well," re- 
sponded ihe master. Then bidding another boy 
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approach, "Corney Harburt/' said Felix, "I wiU 
go with you next week, Mike Fagg and Jack 
Gallivan having refused." "Upon my shoul and 
salivation,-' cries Corney, '^you can't be hafter 
doing any thing of the sort, unless you ai*e satis* 
fied to sleep in some straw in the Ji>ack house." 
*^ Sleep in some straw in the back house," re- 
peated Felix, "Curse you, you unmannerly, beg- 
garly brat, do you think I am an old hog to sleep 
on your litter of straw ?" " Wid a faith, I can't 
tell whether you be or not," remarked Corney, 
very drily, at the same time giving a shrug or 
two of the shoulder. ^^Be off with you, you vul- 
gar numskull," ejaculated O'Sbaughnessy, ap- 
plying the birch so smartly to poor Corney's 
bare legs that he made him roar most hideously ; 
at the same time threatening that similar chas- 
tisement was in reserve for all those who took 
any part in the conspiracy which he alleged had^ 
been formed against him. 

We were by no means intimidated by t)ie 
threats of Felix, whose stingy and parsimonious 
habits we had no doubt would very soon compel 
him to change his tone and temper} in this con- 
jecture we were not mistaken, for being left to 
his own resources to meet his daily necessities, 
which he found more expensive than he at first 
had any idea of, in a few days afterwards he 
summoned us to his presence and signified his 
intention to comply with our request, and di^- 
rected the breach to be repaired with all possi- 
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ble expedition, at the same time expressing a 
hope that all differences respecting it should be 
for ever forgotten. 

Our importunity will not be wondered at when 
the reader is informed that it is usual in several 
of the schools in Ireland, at least in such schools 
as that kept by O'Shaughnessy, during the incle- 
ment season of the year to compel the school 
boys to contribute equally to the common stock 
of turf sufficient to keep up a fire during the day. 
Some of my schoolfellows might be seen trudg- 
ing to school barefooted, with a couple of sods of 
turf under their arm; others with only one sod 
nearly the size of themselves, a pennyworth or 
two of paper, an old shattered spelling-book that 
perhaps had been half a century in the family, 
and a slate in an equally shattered condition. 

We were allowed to go to the fire in our turn, 
but those who had neglected to contribute to the 
common stock of fuel were never suffered to ap- 
proach; O'Shaughnessy used to call over the 
names of those delinquents who had set estab* 
lished rules at defiance, and would commence in 
the following singular and amusing manner:— 
"Jack Doherty, Bill Morgan, and Tim CaSey, 
stand forward ; you have all forgotten to bring 
your quantum of turf this week, how is this, and 
what have you to say for yourselves to this ac- 
cusation?" Jack Doherty would allege as an 
excuse that he had forgotten it, but that he 
would bring a double quantity next week; Bill 



19 

Horgau would state as a reason that there was 
none at home till it was fetched from the bog; 
while Tim Casey's defence was that the old grey 
mare had got .the staggers and could not be har- 
nessed. As soon as Felix had heard these seve- 
ral reasons assigned for non-compliance with his 
injunctions, he invariably dismissed them with 
this pithy remark, " If you do not mind what I 
say and bring your turf regularly I will send you 
all to Halifax, you spalpeens/' 

From what I have already related respecting 
my master, it will be readily inferred that I made 
but very little progress in my scholastic acquire- 
ments ; this was partly to be attributed to my 
own repugnance to school, and partly to the 
scorn and contempt in which I held my precep- 
tor, whose incapacity to convey instruction was 
too obvious to doubt ; and I did not, when an 
opportunity presented itself,, fail to represent him 
as such, more particularly to my parents, whom 
I teased and worried with complaints; but they 
being aware of my aversion to school as well as 
to the master, imagined that I trumped up half 
of them myself with the view of being removed 
altogether, and therefore paid little or no atten- 
tion to my representations. In the interim, ever 
since the breach aflFair which I have before rela- 
ted, the breach between me and Felix every day 
grew wider and wider, for he had not, although 
he was first to enjoin forgetfulness, forgotten the 
part which I took in that transaction. His spleen 
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or resentment became manifest almost daily^ by 
the severe chastisement I had to endure for the 
most trifling and insignificant things ; I however 
disarmed my vengeance for a while, not doubt- 
ing that one day or other I should take ample 
satisfaction upon my inexorable castigator. I 
left home in the morning with an apparent in- 
tention of going to school, but, instead of going 
there, I perambulated for several days about the 
country, in company with another schoolfellow 
whose habits and inclinations were similar to my 
own. 

Felix having sent one day to know the cause 
of my absence from school, my father was quite 
surprised to learn that I had not been there for 
some days previously. It was therefore deter- 
mined that I should be watched, and the place 
of my retreat was soon discovered, a number of 
boys were accordingly dispatched to capture me; 
perceiving their approach, I prepared to give 
them as warm a reception as possible, and ac- 
cordingly collected together a heap of stones 
sufficient for a donkey to carry ; scarcely had I 
completed this task when my schoolfellows came 
in the direction where I stood, which was near a 
broad ditch ; as soon as they had approached 
withia twelve or fifteen yards of me, I bawled 
out as loud as I could that the very first person 
that attempted to seize me, I would knock him 
down ; this threat only met with laughter and 
ridicule from them, they attempted to close in 



21 

upon me^ and after discharging a volley or two 
of stones, I was captured ; not, however, before 
I had committed dreadful havoc among them ; 
one I threw into a furze bush, the thorns of 
which made him roar out lustily; another^s coat 
I ripped up to the collar ; while a third lay floun- 
dering in a pool of water. I was, however, car- 
ried off the field, two supporting my head, two 
holding each arm, while two more took each leg, 
and in this manner I was conveyed some dis- 
tance amidst the scoffs and jeers of my compan- 
ions, which aroused my indignation to such a 
pitch that becoming furious, I lashed and felled 
my supporters to the earth. To one I gave a 
black eye, to another a broken nose, while a 
third was to be seen with a tooth in his hand, 
deploring with tears in his eyes its loss, and two 
or three lay sprawling over one another. As 
soon as I found myself disencumbered I sounded 
a retreat, but after giving chase a short distance 
I was retaken, and my schoolfellows declared 
they would be revenged upon me for the injuries 
I had inflicted upon them. This declaration 
they fulfilled, and having procured some rope 
with which they tied my hands as well as my legs 
I was carried oflf to the pedagogue, who no soon- 
er beheld me than he set up a hearty laugh at 
my expense. As soon as order was in some 
measure restored, the boys whom I had so 
roughly handled were called upon, one after 
another, to detail their respective grievances, the 
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recital of which excited a good deal of merri^ 
ment in the school ; as soon as it had in some 
degree subsided, O'Shaughnessy assured them 
that they should one and all have ample satisfac*^ 
tion for the injuries they had received, and he 
was as good us his word. I was ordered imme- 
diately to be strapped to the back of a boy named 
Murphy, whose muscular frame was well calcu- 
lated to sustain its burthen, and the cat-o'nine- 
tails being smartly applied to my bare posteriors 
1 screamed and roared aloud for mercy; but the 
inhuman castigator was deaf to all my entreaties, 
until he had, as he imagined, sufficiently punished 
me. I was then ordered to be let down, but ere ' 
I was quite disengaged I aimed a kick at the face 
of Felix, which was so well directed that it shi- 
vered to pieces his spectacles, which he very 
much prized as being a family relic : this cir^^ 
cumstance caused such a roar of laughter among 
the boys, that O'Shaughnessy^ stamping with rage, 
ordered me to be put up for a second flogging, 
and, were I to live to the age of Methuselah, the 
punishment which 1 then received would not be 
erased from my memory, nor the detestation I 
conceived for the tyrant who had inflicted it. 

As soon as the blood began to flow I was or- 
dered to be let down ; this was no sooner done 
than I seized a large ruler, which happened to be 
near at hfind, and coming behind O'Shaughessy, 
with one blow I felled him to the ground. I then 
hastily retreated, hitching up my small-clothes 
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with my hands, and ran home, where I arrived 
quite out of breath, followed by nearly all my 
schoolfellows. My parents on seeing me accom- 
panied by so formidable an array, suspected at 
once from my terrified looks and the disordered 
state of my dress, that I had got into a scrape $ 
my strange appearance w;as, indeed, sufficient to 
excite their mirth, which, however, I very soon 
.checked by exhibiting my lacerated back; at the 
sight of which they seemed quite horror-struck. 
Having thus gained a point, I took care to im- 
prove upon it, and began to detail the treatment 
I had experienced at the hands of my master, 
which I did not fail to exaggerate, and concluded 
with a solemxi declaration that 1 would be re^ 
venged upon the tyrant. *^ No, boy," exclaimed 
my father, " revenge belongs not to you but to 
me, and presently I shall see if I cannot make 
this abecedarian repent his cruel treatment of 
you.*' Scarcely had he uttered these words when 
O'Shaughnessy made his appearance, puffing and 
blowing from exhaustion; as soon as he had re-- 
covered sufficient breath to recount his griev-* 
ances, he began to expatiate on the enormity of 
my conduct, denouncing it as bad beyond the 
hope of amendment; he dwelt particularly on 
the loss of his spectacles, which he alleged had 
been left him by his father with a request that 
they should be preserved in the family; he then 
recounted the injuries which divers of ipy schools- 
fellows had sustained at my hands, and concluded 
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his harangae by exhibiting a wound which I had 
inflicted just above his right eye-brow by a blow 
of the ruler, as a confirmation of the truth of his 
assertions. " Weil, Mr. O'Shaughnessy/' replied 
my father, ^^ I have heard patiently all that you 
have had to say, and though my son is a mis- 
chievous boy and deserves chastisement, yet all 
that you have stated against him would not war- 
rant you to treat any man's child in the way you 
have treated mine, and I must candidly tell you 
that I think you have richly deserved the sum- 
mary vengeance which he has taken upon you," 
^^ Recollect," exclaimed the disappointed school- 
master, '^ Mr. Fagg, that I am a man of edication 
and laming, and as such ought to be treated wid 
grieater respect." " D — n you and your edication , 
and laming, as you caU it," retorted my father^ 
and without further parley he seized him by the 
collar of his antique coat, and pushed him with 
such force that he tumbled head foremost into a 
heap of mud that had accumulated on the side of 
the road ; he was, however, extricated from this 
unpleasant dilemma by the timely assistance of 
some of his pupils, who bad followed us to wit- 
ness the result of our disagreement. The pitiful 
figure which Felix cut when picked up, can be 
better imagined than described ; never did a war- 
rior exult more on having gained an important 
victory, than I did on beholding my greatest foe 
prostrate in the mire; this satisfaction was still 
further increased by the shouts which my school- 
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fellows set up on beholding this paragon of learri* 
ing in such a woeful plight. He was, however, 
assisted to one of the adjoining houses, whence, 
after availing himself of the aid of a brush and a 
little soap and water, he returned to the school, 
followed by a number of his scholars, vowing 
vengeance all the way against my parent. 

The next day my father had to appear before 
a magistrate on a charge, as the warrant ex- 
pressed it, of bloodshed and battery committed 
by him on the person of Mr. Felix O'Shaugh- 
nessy. 

The case having been called on, O'Shaugh- 
nessy after making a most reverential bow to his 
worship, and giving his perriwig a few extraor- 
dinary twists or turns, taking a pinch or two of 
Lundyfoot's celebrated snuff with great solem- 
nity, and secreting in some cavern in his mouth 
a large plug of tobacco which he constantly 
chewed, opened the case after two or three hems 
and hahs, by recapitulating all that I have just 
detailed, not failing to exaggerate every circum- 
stance. My father having been called upon for 
his defence, admitted that I was an artful mis- 
chievous, boy, and most likely guilty of all that 
had been laid to my charge, but, said he, how- 
ever bad my son's conduct might have been, it 
would not warrant O'Shaughnessy to have pqn- 
ished him as he has done; shewing at the same 
time my back to his worship, who no sooner per- 
ceived it than he at once dismissed the case, cau* 
c 
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tidning O'Shaughnessy to be more careful bow 
be exercised tbe catf-o'sine-* tails in fiitare. 

Tbe pride and vanity of tbis illiterate knigbt 
of tbe bircb baving been tbus bumbled, be had 
to transfer bimself and bis academy to a more 
remote part of tbe country, where no doubt be 
hoped to meet with less refractory pupils. 

Let not my readers for a moment imagine that 
tbe schoolmasters of Ireland are an ignorant body 
of men, because I have attempted to describe 
Felix O'Shaughnessy in rather a ludicrous light ; 
on the contrary, contrasting them generally with 
the schoolmasters of any other country, in point 
of learning and general information, I have no 
doubt of a fiavorable issue. 
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CHAPTER III. 

XI AViNG acquired Bome notoriety in qonsequence 
of tbe altercation with O'Shaughnessy, I wais 
looked upon by the moat considerable people of 
the town as a lad of no ordinary genius, and had 
the satisfaction to find myself in some degree of 
favour, with the ladles, particularly with a gro^ 
cer^s daughter named Selina Sweet; we met 
frequently, as well by chance as by assignation^ 
and I did not omit when, an opportunity offered, 
to inspire her with the tender flame, and to im-' 
print divers, kisses, on her ruddy cheeks, which 



\vere a true picture of health ; though I had not 
atthU time giFen up my boyish pursuits alto- 
gether. 

- Oiie,day> whilst playing with -some of my 
companioos^ I reoeiveda gentle tap on the back 
from au unknown! hand; I turned round to as*- 
certaifi who it could have been, and was agreea- 
bly surprised to perceive Miss Sweety who for«- 
mally invited me to bear her company during the 
following evenings as the family were about going 
some diaytanoe from home and would not return 
till late at night. This kind invitiEition I readily 
embraced, and promised to be with heir at the 
time fixed upon. As soon as she had disappear- 
ed, I was bantered I and jeeredi so muck by my 
playfellows, that I quitted their company, not a 
little incensed at their rode tod unmannerly be- 
hamur. Never did I spend a more restless 
night than that preceding the assignaftiou ;; a 
thousand idle and chimerical ideas bewildered 
my brain respecting Selina,; which kept me a- 
wake till dawn of morning, when . fidliog into a 
kind of reverie I dreamed tbair I had encircled 
her in my arms^ aird whilst imprinting kisses on 
hec cheeks, I imagined she- was forcibly torn 
from my embrace;: while. indu^;jxig. in this visi- 
onary delusion I was suddenly awoke by a loud 
rapping at my door, accompanied, with aa in^ 
quiry whether I intended remaining in bed all 
day? I could easily distinguish this to be the 
voice of my mo&er, and I replied in the nega-t 
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live. Hurrying on my clothes I soon quitted 
the room, after viewing myself in the mirror for 
some time, with the satisfaction that I had set 
myself oiBT to the best advantage. Having dis- 
patched my breakfast, I waited with no small 
degreie of anxiety for the appointed time; at 
length the clock of the adjoining church an*- 
nounced the long-wished-for hour, I bent my 
steps with all the ardour of a true lover to the 
domicile of my little charmer, who awaited my 
arrival with impatience. Our guileless and inno^ 
cent conversation fully testified the simplicity of 
our hearts ; although Selina was sweet by name 
as well as by nature, our discourse became more 
animating and interesting by the havoc which 
we committed on the figs^ raisins, and sugarcan- 
dy. The time passed away unheeded and un- 
perceived until it became necessary for me to 
think of departing; when I arose for that pur- 
pose, I i;ould easily perceive by the looks and 
gestures of my fair companion that she secretly 
wished it were in her power to prolong my stay; 
just as I was about taking leave of Selina, whose 
hand I shook in a very warm and affectionate 
manner, which was responded to with equal fer* 
veucy, accompanied with a look so fascinating, 
that I ventured to imprint a kiss upon her bloom* 
iug cheek, which brought her blushes thick upon 
her; I was about repeating the liberty I had ta- 
ken, when I was unexpectedly iilterrupted by 
repe&ted blows froni behind, and turning round. 



to see who the intrader coiild be, I recognized 
one Molly O'Keefe, the wife of a blacksmith who 
resided in the neighbourhood, who continued to 
belabour me with such vigour that I had only 
a choice of two evils, either to sound a retreat or 
oppose her vie et armis: the latter I preferred 
. doing, but the superior prowess of my opponent 
very soon prevailed, and I was put to the rout, 
and made the best of my way home, pursued by 
my assailant, who, in no very delicate terms, al- 
luded to my design upon the grocer's daughter; 
at the same time declaring that if my father did 
not distrain the evil genius of his son, he veould 
have cause to rue it as long as he lived. This 
appeal strongly excited the feelings of my father, 
who, having the recent dispute with O'Shaugh- 
nessy still fresh in his recollection, bade me 
strip, and never shall I forget the severe punish- 
ment which I then received for this my first de- 
viation from the paths of rectitude. 

It appeared that Molly had entered the shop 
to purchase some trifling article, and having re- 
peatedly tapped on the counter without effect, 
proceeded to the parlour which looked into the 
shop, and placing her eye to the window, disco- 
vered me in the manner above described. 

This little affair became the subject of much 
scandal for some time subsequently, and affected 
Miss Sweet so much that during its continuation 
she could not be prevailed upon to shew herself 
in public. To the blacksmith's wife, who was 
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(be 0X066 of this tineauness, l boreei^er«fter the 
most (deadly iiatred^'ai^ whenerer an opporto* 
mty oSexeAyl retaliated- 

The «nfortlmate! turn which this tny first in-^ 
trigue Dook^ and' the dreadful x^hastisetiieirt which 
I reedred in cMseqnence of it^ operated so pow** 
erfiilly on my miBd that it had the effect' of com- 
pletely cooliag the impetuosity of -my passion 
towards the fair sex for a conisiderable time af* 
terWartk. 



CHAPTER IV. 

0';SfiAU6aNS8SY-s successor 'Was a man of the 
name- of M^Lacuddy, wbo^ though blind of otie 
eycj was the superior of the former in point of 
learnings as well as in every other qualification^ 
It was reported that he was the illegitimate off-^ 
spring of a neighbouring squireen^ who had been 
tihe dictator of the school time out of mind.— - 
M^Lacuddy and his spouse were, I believe unin^ 
tentionalfy^ the caine of one of those dteadful 
conflicts which kept that part of the country in a 
perpetual state of warfere for several years: it 
arose from a poetical effusion of another school* 
master, of the name of Scanlan, composed on the 
occasion of the marriage of M*Lacuddy, who felt 
so acutely its force, that he called upon the au- 
thor for an apology or satisfaction) but the latter 
refusing to administer a balm to iiis wounded 



SI 

fe^iigB> a qutirfd ensued^ which ended in bl6ws 
being deall pretty freely on both sides; the iin"» 
mediate friends of both combatants assembled 
oa^be following Sunday^ and thns commenced 
one of those sanguinary conflicts to which the 
lower ordei-B of the people of Ireland were for- 
merly so much addicted. 

It is a circurastance.much to. be deplored^ that 
there are to be found men so destitute of com- 
mon sense and common reason as to take part in 
such disgraceful proceedings, the origin of which 
they seldom or never, take the trouble of inquir- 
ing into, but rush headlong, into the affray> just 
as the, whim or caprice of the moment stimulates 
them, qrate regardless of their own lives or the 
lives of those opposed to them, some of whom 
may chance to be near relatives. 

At the time I became the pupil of M^Lacuddy 
he had been married about eighteen months; his 
wife was the daughter of a hosier living in the 
town, she was above the middle size, with fea- 
tures both meagre and freckled, and by no means 
so interesting as to induce a man to come to the 
heroic resolution of putting his. life in jeopardy 
to preserve her honour, much less to shield her 
fnnn a little harmless raHlery: she was however, 
no doubt undesignedly, the cause of much blood 
having beeii shed. 

I continued at the school for nearly twelve- 
months without any thing remarkable happening, 
except that I made rapid progress in the classics 
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and was looked upoD as one of the best schcdars* 
During this period I had frequent opportunities 
of seeing and conversing with JMrs. M^Lacuddy,^ 
whom I had the good, or rather the ill luck to 
please, and who repeatedly testified her appro- 
bation of the manner in which I had invariably 
executed her commands. While things wore this 
favourable aspect, I was one day summoned to 
the presence of my mistress, who addressed me 
thus, " Mike, I shall have occasion for your ser- 
vices from time to time to procure me some tri- 
fling articles, and if you continue to acquit your* 
self as you have hitherto done, you may calcu- 
late upon my esteem and friendship.*' To this 
I nodded my head, as indicative of assent, not 
being then a very great proficient in the princi- 
ples of politeness. 

As soon as I had quitted her presence, I began 
to. ruminate on what had passed, I pondered over 
and over again what the deuce she could have 
meant by ** trifling articles," and the esteem and 
friendship which I might expect in return ; but 
this laliguage appeared to me so indefinite, that 
the^nore I endeavoured tq unravel its meaning, 
the more I became perplexed and confused. — 
However I consoled myself with the hope tha^ 
ere many days would elapse, I should enter upon 
the labours incidental to my new calling, when 
no doubt I should be made acquainted with all 
the particulars connected therewith. 

The next day I was initiated into my duties^ 
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which consisted of ruiiniog about from one shop 
to another to procure needles^ pins; tapes^ and 
other trifles. In this occupation I continued for 
some months^ daily improving in the good opin- 
ion of my mistress^ who took especial care to 
make na allusion to the promised esteem and 
friendship. Finding neither honour nor emolu- 
ment appertain to my office, which daily grew 
more irksome, I resolved to tender my resigna- 
tion: for this purpose I proceeded one mprning to 
the door of Mrs, M'Lacuddy's bed-room, which 
was on the same floor as the school- room, and 
gently tapped ; receiving no answer, I repeated 
the tapping a little louder, but with no better suc- 
cess; I knocked somewhat louder, when I heard 
a voice, which 1 could easily distinguish to be 
that of my schoolmistress, " Who comes there ?" 
To this interrogatory I answered, " It is Mike, 
Ma'am.'' Scarcely had I pronounced the words 
when the door flew open. I hesitated for some 
time, conceiving it to be highly indecorous to 
enter a lady's bed-room under such circumstan- 
ces: Mrs. M^Lacuddy, perceiving my modesty, 
exclaimed rather peevishly, "Why don't you 
come in, boy, and not stand there like a simple- 
ton?" This' left me no alternative but to com*- 
I^y, and I entered accordingly : she bid me ap- 
proach near her^ which I had no sooner done 
than she began patting me on the head, repeat- 
ing the words, **good boy, fine lad$" then claspr 
ing my band firmly in bers^ gave me as hearty a 
c2 
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squeeze dii ever tM gave an old shipmate, and 
looking me in the face, in a faltering voice asked 
me if I was trastworthy. Not knowitig what she 
meant by this question, I requested stie would be 
a little nlore explicit. In reply, she asked if I 
could keep a secret ; with some confusion I an- 
swered in the affirmative; then all of a sudden 
throwing her hands round my neck, she embra- 
ced me so fervently that I WAS well nigh depri- 
ved of the powers of respiration. This strattge 
behaviour, which could not be misunderstood, 
surprised me a good deal, sb much so that 1 
stood motionless, without uttering a single syl- 
lable ; the thoughts of my last intrigue, and the 
disagreeable manner in which it terminated, as 
well as the fear of a discovery, at this instant 
flashed across my mind, and I wus almost dart- 
ing out of the room, and leaving itiy mistress to 
the pangs of disappointment ; but, alas ! profit- 
ing by my inexperience and irresolution, she bad 
already clasped me so closely that all chance of 
retreating was completely cut off. Whilst I was 
thus encircled in the arms of my mistress, we 
were startled by the sudden appearance of one of 
my schoolfellows, who tumbled head foremost 
from oflFa step ladder, upon whijch he Had been 
standing, into the room ; to the great terror and 
amazement of myself ahd mistress. No sooner 
had the intruder recovered himself, than be dis- 
appeared in an instant, without deigning to utter 
a single senteiioe In the shape of an apology for 
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occasioned. 

This premature and abrupt intrusion operated 
so forcibly on the nerves of Mrs. M^Lacuddy thlit 
she fainted, and it was some time before I qovld 
restore her; having fancied that she saw in the 
person of the intruder her confiding and unsus- 
pecting spouse. I confess my fears on that head 
were not much dissimilar to those of my mis- 
tress, but I dissembled, and a3sured her that it 
was not her husband but a boy named Jenks; 
this inspired her with so much confidence, that 
her fears gradually disappeared. Our caresses 
having by this circumstance been put an end to, it 
was resolved that I should sift- Jenks, and endea- 
vour to ascertain from him if he had seen me 
and my mistress in the position before describ- 
ed; but when questioned on this point, his an- 
swers were apparently so open and candid, that 
he entirely removed all my doubts and appre- 
hensions; humorously remarking, that having 
seen me enter the room, he was led by curiosity 
to listen for a while at the door, but not being 
able to catch the exact purport of our conversa- 
tion, he was induced to procure a step ladder, 
which he placed against the door, and having 
ascended it, applied his eye to a hole (which had 
been made for the purpose of enabling the mas- 
ter to have a view of the school, and which used 
to be closed by a slide, but was incautiously lejft 
open on this occasion), and while attempting to 
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explore the interior of the room, he overbalanced 
himself, and fell in the manner already detuled. 

I lost no time in communicating the result of 
my inquiries to Mrs. M^Lacuddy, who commend- 
ed my zeal and discretion in the most flattering 
terms. 

But the felicity of my mistress was destined not 
to be of long duration, for in a few days after, 
Jenks let drop some broad hints relative to his 
discovery, which became the topic of conversa- 
tion throughout the school. A circumstance 
known to so niany, very soon reached the ears of 
M^Lacuddy, who, without deigning to investigisite 
the truth or falsehood of the rumour, in a trans- 
port of rage and jealousy proceeded to avenge 
the wrongs he supposed I hail done ^ him; and 
laying aside all restraint commenced belaboring 
me with more severity, if possible, than his pre- 
decessor O'Shaughnessy ; I closed in upon him, 
in the hope of wresting i^e whip from him« but 
in this attempt I was foiled, for my antagonist's 
superior strength prevailed, and I was thrown 
with tremendous force to^ the ground ; in my 
descent I caught hold of one of the skirts of his 
coaty which I held so firmly that I rent it asun- 
der, and in the struggle he stumbled over me, to 
the no small diversion of my schoolfellows, who 
set up a loud laugh at the novelty of the sight. 
I got upon my legs before my adversary, and re- 
solved on turning this circumstance to some ad- 
vantage ; seizing an old slate that lay on one of 
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the desks, I hit the prostrate schoolmaster a blow 
over the right eye that had well nigh closed for 
ever his only remaining organ of perceptipu : per** 
ceiving the blood flow copiously from the wound, 
I quickly decamped from the school, to which 
I never returned j nor did my discomfitted pre- 
ceptor take any steps^ until a considerable period 
afterwards, to cause me to regret the summary 
punishment I had inflicted upon him. 

These insignificant and unsuccessful amours 
becoming the subject of general conversation, in- 
fluenced my parents to such an extent that they 
resolved on withdrawing me from school alto- 
gether; and they began to reflect on the neces- 
sity of devising some plan by which my futui-e 
career in life should be determined. 



CHAPTER V. 



J HE discussion of this topic was commenced 
by my father observing, that as I had now at- 
tained my seventeenth year, it was high time to 
fix on some trade or profession by which I might 
support myself, and expressed a desire of learn- 
ing me his own business ; but this was strongly 
objected to by mother, who resolutely insisted on 
my being bred to the same profession as my un- 
cle. Frequent debates arose on this subject, and 
one day in particular it was discussed with more 
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than ordinary zeal on both sides ; my m5ther in- 
sisting that as I was a lad of ability and genltis, 
she could not think of demeaning me nor my 
friends so much as to allow me to embrace the 
business of a tailor. My father, with equal fer- 
vor, maintained the superiority of his trade to the 
profession of an attorney, whom he designated 
as **the most poverty-stricken object in exist- 
ence, when destitute of money and clients." — 
" Granting what you say to be the case," replied 
my mother, " the profession of the law is a noble 
science, and one which has produced some of the 
greatest men that ever lived." *^ Truly, you may 
call them great," he rejoined, " as indeed they 
are ; not in the strict principles of honesty and 
integrity, but great in mystification and knavery; 
and how can it be otherwise with men who live 
on the misfortunes of their fellow men ?" These 
sarcastical remarks, uttered against the dignity 
of a profession of which my mother was an ardent 
admirer, she repelled with some warmth, which 
drew forth my father's ire in return; so that from 
words they had well nigh proceeded to blows, 
had not my father quitted her presence, ejaculat- 
ing, as he disappeared, " Women will have their . 
own way!" 

While things continued in this state my father 
took me one night to the rendezvous, or house of 
call, where the tailors were in the habit of assem- 
bling, in order to afford me an opportunity of 
judging how far I might feel disposed to become 
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one of thut cftllidg. iThere was d grand muster 
on this evening, it being a meeting t(» regulate 
and fix the scale of wages : the subject Was dis- 
cussed with great warmth by the two classes ot 
the trade distingdisfaed by the cognomen oi flints 
and dungs, and wafe for some time contested with 
equal obstinacy on both sides, until at length ode 
of the latter class arose, And having made some 
hasty and intemperate observations on the tyran- 
ny and injustice of the former, he was interrup- 
ted by repeated calls of " Order ! " to which, 
however, he paid no attention: his disorderly 
pertinacity so provoked one of the aggrieved 
party, that he pulled out a bodkin and, thrust it 
through the orator's white trousers, which made 
him roar most lustily. Thiii Itas a signal for a 
general tumult, and in a few minutes quart-pots^ 
candlesticks, and every portable article in the 
room, were put in requisition and brandished 
about in all directions ; the heroes of the goose 
and thimble performing prodigies of vfllour in 
the shape of black eyes, bloody noses, and broken 
heads. The action was maintained with uncom- 
mon vigour on both sides, and the issue of the 
conflict appeared doubtful; when, suddenly, a 
posse of constables made their appearance and 
put the combatants to the route, taki/ig several 
of the ringleaders into custody, who were com- 
mitted to durance vile for the remainder of the 
night, and on the following morning had to un- 
dergo the ordeal of an examination before the 
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jastice, when they were discharged upon pay- 
ment of the usual fines inflicted on drunken and 
disorderly characters. 

Just before the entrance of the constables ray 
father was endeavoring to effect a reconciliation 
between some of the contending parties, and had 
taken out his snuff-box as an auxiliar,'when he 
received a tremendous blow across the shoulders 
that levelled him to the ground^ and at the same 
time drove the box with such force from his hand 
against my nasal organ that it caused the blood 
to stream profusely, and so stunned me for the 
moment that I staggered and fell headlong over 
the prostrate body of my unfortunate sire. 

As soon as we had somewhat recovered from 
this mishap, we quitted the scene of confusion 
and bloodshed and made the best of our way 
home, where our arrival was looked for with im« 
patience. We had scarcely entered the house 
when my mother, looking her spouse full in the 
face, inquired, with some astonishment, whether 
he belonged to the quick or the dead; my father 
replied, rather peevishly, that he never answered 
impertinent questions : then, turning to me, she 
remarked that my nose had considerably exceed-' 
ed its ordinary size, and desired to know the 
cause ; I candidly related every particular con- 
nected with the recent skirmish, at which, as I 
proceeded, I could perceive my. parent bite her 
netlier lip, the better to preserve her gravity, and 
as I detailed each ludicrous circumstance she 
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seemed to glow with inward satisfaction ; ima^ 
gining, no doubt, that I bad seen sufficient to 
convince me of the utter insignificance of tailors 
in general^ and that, consequently, I coul(l not 
entertaip the least desire to become a member 
of that body. When she had lieard me to the 
end, she expressed a hope that from what I had 
seen of the trade I was satisfied they were a silly- 
pated> contemptible set of fellows. In the just- 
ness of this remark I coincided, qualifying it, 
however, by observing that there were in all 
trades and professions some disreputable charac- 
ters : *^ Ay,^' she replied, " s6 there are, I grant 
you, but in none so numerous as in the tailoring 
tribe, who are held in universal contempt and 
scorn; indeed,'' added my loquacioiis mother, 
'^ it was considered at the time that I married 
your father, the eighth wonder of the world." 
After she had thus given vent to her feelings, we 
parted and retired to rest ; my mother quite de- 
lighted in believing that I had imbibed her no- 
tions, in direct opposition to those of my father. 

Although 1 had not hitherto bestowed a mo<- 
ment's consideration upon what was to.be my 
future occupation, yet I confess that my mother's 
prepossessions against that class to which she 
bad such an antipathy, biassed my choice, or I 
verily believe that I should have been at this day 
a member of that illustrious fraternity. 

My father finding it perfectly useless to hold 
out any longer* in opposition to the oft-repeated 



48 

opinions of my mother, reluctantly aoceeded to 
her wishes, and thas it was mutually agreed that 
I should become a Limb of the Law. ^ 

The following day my mother waited on her 
brother^ and expressed her earnest wish that he 
would receive me into his office; this he objected 
to, on the ground of my irregular and immoral 
habits. His objection was combatted with some 
degree of success by my mother, who represented 
my irregularities as mere follies incidental to 
youths and consequently that they ought not to 
be a bar jto her son's advancement in life* My 
uncle, however, persisted in declining to admit 
me at the present time, but promised at the end 
of three months^ should I reform my conduct, to 
give me a trial, in order that he might have an 
opportunity of judging how far his opinion of my 
abilities coincided with that of his sister. Upon 
this understanding my mother returned home, 
quite elated that she had so ftr succeeded in the 
object of her mission. 



CHAPTER VL 

JN OT having augmented the catalogue of my 
indiscretions within the time stipulated, I was at 
the termination of that period duly installed into 
the office of my uncle; who though not posses- 
sed of the legfd knowledge of a Blackstone, yet 
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mHintained unimpaired the d^nity of hh name 
by the rednndancy of Cheek which be invariably 
gave his dientg. During the first yehr of my 
iodnetion I made but very little progress in the 
profession of the Law, which I then cbhceived to 
be very dry and intricate ; this ))eriod was chief- 
ly occupied in co[^yitig the incidental business of 
the office, such as Writs, Decrees, Declaratidns, 
and viarious other legal documents, which keep 
from time to time nambers of his Majesty's lieges 
in terrorem ; and wliat struck me as singullur, 
was, that a great number of Aese official instru- 
ments bore the signatures of John Doe and 
Richard Rue. Who these men were, or what 
iras^he nature of their dalUng, I could not then, 
nor did I for a considerable time subsequently, 
discover I sometimes I ihiagined they were the 
two chief judges of the court, at other times I de- 
generated and transformed them into two criers, 
but had I considered until doomsday, I do not 
believe I should have hit upon the real nature of 
their official labours. 

Mr. Cheek one day entered the office, appa- 
rently in a very great bustle, and handing to me 
a Testatum Capias, bade me read it^ in order 
that he might examine a copy thereof, with the 
original. I proceeded tolerably well until I came 
to that part which ran thus, '^ It is testified in 
our Court that the Defendant lurks and wanders 
up and down in your County;*' this strange and 
inexplicit language disturbed my gravity to such , 
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a degree, that I burst out into a hearty laagh, 
which I could not restrain, although I made many 
ineffectual efforts to do so. This unmannerly 
and unofficial behaviour so exasperated my uncle, 
that snatching the writ out of my hand, at the 
same time remarking, that he wanted no buf- 
foonery in his office, he handed it to his clerk, 
with whom he completed the examination. He 
had no sooner done this, than he desired to know 
the cause of my being so very facetious. I can- 
didly informed him, that I thought it somewhat 
singular that the defendant should be lurking 
and wandering up and down the Sherifis' county, 
without any sufficient reasion being assigned 
therefore. "Why," said he, "is it not a good 
reason, to avoid being arrested ?'* " Yes," I re- 
joined, '^ that is certainly a good cause, but he 
will not escape being taken if he "lurks and 
wanders up and down." "Pray," observed my 
uncle, "what words would you substitute in 
their place?" After some hesitation I told him 
that 1 should prefer saying, " that he is to be 
found, and that he secrets himself." ^^ Oh," he 
retorted sarcastically, "what a pity it is that you 
had not been the law maker, as no doubt we 
should have had a judicious and wholesome code 
of laws." Thia said, he quitted the chambers, 
having, as he imagined, sufficiently mortified m^ 
by the last remark, for my assurance in attempt* 
ing to point out defects. 
My uncle did not allow me much time for re- 
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flection when he reappeared, and without utter- 
ing a syllable, took op a sheet of paper which he 
banded to me, desiring me to write what he 
should dictate. I got on very smoothly until I 
came to a certain part where I had occasion to 
write the words Heir at Law, which I wrote 
JBar at Law, he had no sooner read this novel 
mode of spelling ^'heir/' than he burst into an 
immodemte fit of laughter. As soon as he had 
regained his gravity, he desired to know whether 
I could not yet spell the simple word /'heir?" 
I answered that I knew of no other than the one 
I had adopted. '^Oh,*' responded Mr. Cheek, 
" you are indeed a very clever fellow to attempt 
^to criticise forms that have been held in venera- 
tion from time immemorial, and cannot yet spell 
correctly; your mother," he continued, 'Ms a very 
silly woman for not allpwing your father to bring 
you up to his own trade, as I am quite sure your 
capacity is better adapted to the business of a 
tailor, than to the profession of a lawyer." 

These animadversions of my uncle, which 
were rather ill-timed, did not in the least make 
me relax in my efforts to become acquainted 
with the quibbles and subtilties of the law, which 
I had no doubt I should eventually surmount by 
perseverance and attention. 

My next official act was to copy an ejectment, 
which is a species of legal process, instituted for 
the recovery back from bad and refractory te- 
nants possession of premises let or demised to 



46 

them ; as I proceeded I came to that part which 
contains a description of the premises; and al* 
though the premises, for the recovery of wbicb 
the ejectment is brought, may consist <^ an acre 
or two of land/ with a few dilapidated booses 
thereon, they are not unfrequently set out; under 
the following spacious and extensive description : 
'^ One hundred houses, one hundred outhouses, 
one hundred bams, one hundred stables, one huor 
dred acres of meadow land,, one hundred acres 
of pasture land, and one hundred acres of other 
land«" Little did I then imagine, that .idl these 
were visionary, hundreds : as I drew towards the 
conclusion, here again were to be seen the for* 
midable pair, John Doe and Richard Eoe; I 
muttere[d to myself over and over again, the deuce 
take these fellows, what a tcoublesome pair they 
are, let me take up what L^al inst^um^Qt 0r ofr 
ficial document I may, they are siire to sture .me 
in the face. But what struck me as still more 
extraordint^ry, was, that theae two, whqni J im^ 
agined to be the two chief judges, and as .such 
preservers of the peace, were here the. vipl^tors 
thereof; when I came to that (lart wh^ri^ John 
Doe comes in one day and thrusts out hi» Qou^io 
Richard, who comes in his turn the day Pifter^ 
with swords, sticks, stavjes and bludgi^n^, and 
takes vengeancfs upon poor Jack !. when I had 
copied this, I felt quite perplexed and confound-^ 
ed, and said to myself;, if these men are judges 
as I suppose thcun to be, th|sy have, had recoups^ 
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to a very carious mode of upholding the laws : 
but mfhen I owturely reflected that it was prepos- 
terous to suppose so, I metamorphosed them 
into the less enviable post of being the criers 
of the court: but here again another insupe- 
rable difficulty apparently presented itself, for 
even if they w^re so, it somewhat puzzled me 
when [ considered that they too were bound to 
preserve the peace as weU as the judges. In 
this dilemma I woiind up my conjectures by 
thinking that whether viewed in the capacity of 
judges or criers, or any other capacity, they had 
resorted to a very novel expedient of deciding 
their diflbrences, when they called in the aid of 
s uich formfidable weapons. 

In this state of doubt and perplexity I applied 
to my fellow clerk to know if he could give me 
any information respecting the origin of these 
two great personages, but his skill in legal lore 
was pretty nearly on a par with my own. Find- 
ing Mr. Cheek one day more communicative than 
usuid, Iventu^ed to ask him who and what these 
men, designated as John Doe and Richard Roe, 
were, who cut such a prominent figure in all law 
proceeding!^. ^^ Indeed,'' he replied laconically, 
** I am sorry Mike, I cannot trace thdr origin 
for you, but they are coeval with the law it- 
self**' "CJoeval with the law itself," I repeat- 
-ed over and over again, but all to no purpose; 
this; brief definition, the more I endeavoured to . 
unravel and. elucidate its meaning, bewildered 
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«uid confused tne; but when I reflected that it 
was inconsistent with common sense, to suppose 
they were coeval with the law itself, for if they 
were, they must have been in existence for some 
centuries, and that very few persons live beyond 
one, I became more and more puzzled; however 
I wound up all my surmises by setting them 
down as being perhaps made the depositories of 
the law, and permitted, by some miraculous in* 
terposition, to elucidate and expouod its various 
intricacies and ramifications. 

Little did I then imagine that these distin- 
guished individuals, who haunted my imagina- 
tion for so long a period, were two men in the 
moon, who had no existence in reality; and I 
believe I may venture to assert, without fear of 
contradiction, that there are to this day some 
thousands equally ignorant as I was then, of the 
nature of their judicial avocations. As illustra- 
tive of the truth of this remark, I shall here re- 
late an anecdote which is told of a right reverend 
prelate, who combined the clerical and judicial 
character in his person, (a practice quite com- 
mon now-a-days) and who, on hearing the names 
of John Doe and Richard Roe called over repeat- 
edly by the crier of the court, in the discbarge 
of his official duties, exclaimed, ^^ Who are these 
men, let them be brought before me, and I shall 
commit them for disturbing the proceedings of 
the court, they are a troublesome litigious pair 
of fellows^ and deserve to be severely punished." 



This judicial threat of summary punishmenf 
against two imaginary beings, caused some met' 
riment at his lordship's expense ; who, on being 
made acquainted with their real character, seem- 
ed quite astonished, and not a little mortified at 
his own deficiency in legal jargon, 

I shall close this cursory view of legal forms 
by relating another anecdote which is told of a 
farmer, who received some ejectments for the pur- 
pose of having them served upon his tenant, and 
on perusing one of them observing the premises 
(which happened to be two or three old houses 
in rather a ruinous state) set forth in the exten- 
sive manner above described, fancied his lawyer 
had found out what is usually termed a " flaw," 
which would have the effect of adding consider- 
ably to his territory^ and his joy was such as 
generally precedes an unexpected acquisition of' 
property, and which he did not fail to commu- 
uicate to his friends and neighbours ; but his sur- 
prise and indignation was in an inverse ratio 
when he discovered that 

''What he in his i'magination saw, 

** Was a mere fiction in the law.** 
The principal cause of this anomaly it seems 
is, that the plaintiff, not being bound by law to 
declare for the exact quantity of land which he 
seeks to recover, may claim any indeterminate 
quantity he thinks proper, but will only recover 
according to the extent of what he proves, and 
if he proves more than he has declared for, be 
p 
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will not be entitled to recover; buJk this never 
bappeusy nor even a. fiftieth p.v:t of what is set 
forth in the declaration in ejectment. 

Sach are a sample of those absurd forms that 
have been so profoundly eulogized and extolled 
by s6me high legal authorities; whether justly 
or not; I shall leave the reader to determine. 

The future drudges in the legal profiessioQ wiU 
not have to undergo the same perplexily, as the 
judges have recently carried reform so fifur as to 
order that the names of John Doe and Richard 
Roe shall ia future in all personal actions. be dis^ 
continued. 

Thus terminated in the plenitude of their power 
and glory^ the legal career of these two ancteiit 
and venerable functionaries^ .who from time inir 
memorial bad usurped supreme dominion in. fo- 
menting disputes and perpetuating qiuavrels be- 
tween divers of bis Majesty's lieges; liiotwith- 
standing their patriarchal age, aiad th^ repeatad 
attacks to which they had been subjected firom 
legal reformers^ they maintaiA^d unimpaired up 
to their last moments^ possession of those great 
and extraordinary faculties that bad bewildered 
^and perplexed some of the greatest menJhatever 
lived. In fine^ their great and transceadanti abi- 
lities in the mystic art will Uve in the 'page of 
history, and their mempries wild be for evei: 
embalmed in the hearts of all true loverjs of liti- 
gation* 
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CHAPTER VII. 

My QDcle's judicial duties iteeesearity called 
him abroid rerj frequently, aad dmii^ his oc^ . 
casioual absence myself and fellow clerk were in 
the habit of disevissing the absurdity of some of 
tbe^ forms sanctioned by law, which now became 
a favourite topic with me. During our contro^ 
versy one day, a man entered the offiee in breath* 
less haste, and in broken accents announced the 
sad intelligent^ that Mr. Cheek had dropped 
down in the street in a fit of apoplexy. The 
truth of this «wfsl tale was soom confirmed by 
our beiioldii^ his lifeless corpse borne into the 
house on the shoulders of some men. This me* 
laneholy erent filled me with inexpressible grief 
aaad despair^ rn being thus suddenly bereft of the 
eoly real fiiend I bad in the world, and in whom 
all my future hopes and prospeets in Kfe were 
centred; but its poignancy was in ^ome mear 
sure mitignted by a hope that be had made some 
provisioti Cor me by his wilL The distressing in- 
telllgenee was soon comreyed to the friends and 
relatdFes. of the deceased wfeia resided in the 
neigfabottcbood, who immedkU^y flocked tl^ither 
and, a£teff giving vent totHe' outpourings of grief, 
gave orders that all his papers should be seeded 
,up and a day fixed fi>r reading the will, whieh 
was found amongst bis plipers. 
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In the interim I was dispatched to communi- 
cate the sad news to my brothers-in-law O'Leaiy 
and Farrell; I found the latter from home on my 
arrival, he having been ordered to attend the 
manoeuvres of some smugglers in a distant part 
of the country. After stopping that night at the 
house of O'Leary, we set out together next morn- 
ing on horseback, for the purpose of attending 
the funeral, and expected to reach the end of our 
journey before the close of the day; the morning 
was bright and clear, not a cloud was visible, 
every thing seemed to indicate a fine day; as we 
proceeded on our journey the horse which I rode 
having, lost one of its shoes, grew so lame that it 
was unable to proceed but at a very slow pace. 
As it drew towards night we were overtaken by 
a thunder-storm, accompanied by awfully vivid 
flashes of lightning, and followed by incessant 
rain; at this juncture we approached a forest, 
well known in those parts as Glanflesk, and gen- 
erally avoided after nightfall by trtivellers, from 
being supposed to be the rendezvous of a ban- 
ditti, who were the terror of the neighbourhood 
for miles around. Having dismounted, we drew 
np our horses and took shelter in the forest, in 
the hope that the storm would soon subside ; but 
scarcely had we taken up this position, when we 
were startled by something rustling among the 
trees, as if caused by the motions of a human 
being; we listened for. some time in breathless 
anxiety, but not hearing anything more, we be^ 
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gan to conclude our alarm was imaginary ; in 
this conclusion, however, we were very soon un- 
deceived by hearing footsteps approach, and im- 
mediately after we behqtd four men with their 
faces blackened, each carrying a blutiderbuss, 
which rested carelessly on the arm, ttnd a case 
of pistols girded to the waist by a leathern belt. 
As soon as they perceived us, whose presence 
startled them not a little, one of them bawled 
out in a terrific voice, "Who comes there?" To 
this interrogatory 1 waited for Q'Leaiy to return 
an answer, but that not being quickly given, the 
same voice repeated the question again in such 
a determined tone, that I instantly replied,^ 
" Friends." " It is well,*' exclaimed the man of 
colour, "you have said so, or by he that made 
saucepans, I would have scattered both your 
brains to the winds." So saying he drew near, 
and seeing my companion stretched on the 
ground, assisted me in lifting him up: poor 
0'Leary*s cpurage having oozed out at the sight 
of this formidable array. Scarcely had O'Leary 
got upon his legs, than one of the party, who 
appeared to be the chief, inquired from whence 
we came and how far we were bound; on being 
satisfied on these points he invited us both to 
partake of the rights of hospitality until the 
storm should subside. 

This invitation we would gladly have dispen- 
sed with, but circumstanced as we were, having 
oo choice, we placed ourselves under their guid- 
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ance uid set out for their habitatMEi. Qb tlie 
way thither, silence was strictly observed, unless 
when broken in upon by some mufmars which 
occasionally escaped fipm some of the gai^ : 
at length we were relieved from our suspense, 
by one of them informing us that we had now 
arrived at their dwelling; this news somewhat 
rallied our depressed spirits, and we anxiously 
looked about for something resembling^a habita* 
tion, but in vain, not anything appeared that de- 
noted or had the least appearance of a place of 
residence* During this anxiety, one of them 
lifted up a large flag, resembling a head-stoncf 
cut out so ingenionsly from the lower extremity 
of a huge rock as to set at defiance the most 
minute scrutiny. The upper part of the stone 
was overhung by a quantity of ivy, and was ap- 
proached by myself and companion without be- 
ing perceived. The removal of the stone pre- 
sented to our bewildered senses a subterranean 
passage, which they entered and bade us follow 
them ; this we hesitated to do, but on their^ re- 
iterating their promise of shelter and protection, 
and all chance of escape being completely cut 
off, we entered; not, however, without consi- 
derable doubts as to its perfoi;mance. We part^ 
ed with our horses under a similar assurance that 
they should be restored to us when ready to pur- 
sue our journey; upon this guarantee our fears 
became considerably abated. We had scarcely 
been seated ere the marauders retired to dire&t 
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themtelves of the laige bUck whiskers whicb 
they geoerally ware in their nocturnal perambtt- 
lalioiDS) the better to disguise their persons ; the 
captain, who was above the middle stature> and 
whose co^iatenance was open, .manly, and com* 
maoding, had net long been absetit, before he 
returned and inquired if we felt disposed to par- 
take of any refreshment ; and on being answered 
in the affirmative, he instantly gave orders that 
supper shoukl be served up with all possible des- 
patch. During the preparation, I attentively 
surveyed the interior of the oave, and never was 
there a place better adapted than it was, whether 
viewed in io, natural or artificial light, for the pur- 
pose of concealment. The immense cavern Was 
cut out of the solid rock in a most ingenious 
manner, the floor was earthen, and branched off 
into different apartments, divided by a partition 
of boards. On a deal table at the upper end lay 
large pieces of beef, together with a number of 
fowls, some of which were shorn of their feathers 
by one of the banditti, who acted in the capacity 
of cook, and soon served up, together with a 
piece of pork and abundance of vegetables, for 
our supper, to which each individual did ample 
justice. 

After our repast* we were asked our names j 
poor O'Leary did not know what answer to re- 
turn, but looking me full in the face, I could 
easily divine that he silently appealed to me for 
one; I, therefore, affecting a little sang froid, 
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gave the name of McCarthy, a gentleman of tbat 
name of liberal principles and of great benevo- 
lence being at that time resident in the neigh- 
bourhood. " What !" said they, almost in the 
same breath, " are you any relation to the good 
man of that name who resides about a dozen ' 
miles off?" I answered in the affirmative. " Well 
then," exclaimed the chief, " thrice welcome to 
our humble habitation, it gives us sincere plea* 
sure to have it in our power to entertain the re- 
latives of that truly excellent man, whose signal 
services on behalf of his oppressed country, de- 
mand the heart-felt thanks and gratitude of its 
inhabitants: we hope," continued the chief, "that 
both your sentiments coincide with those of 
your relative, and to which we are no strangers, 
and 'that you both are equally determined ene- 
mies of all obnoxious imposts, particularly of 
that infernal system by which the religion of the 
few is maintained at the expense of the many. 
The monstrosity,'' said he, " of making one man 
pay for the religion of another can only be equal- 
led by its villainy and injustice, for what can be 
more repugnant to natural justice than for men 
to be compelled to take away from their fami- 
lies a considerable portion of the fruit of their 
hard labour and give it to men for preaching a 
doctrine in which .they do not believe." I as- 
sured the captain that my sentiments were in 
accordance with those he had expressed, and if 
they did not exceed, they did not fall short one 
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jot of those entertained by my kinsman, of vi^hom 
they spoke in such flattering terms ; and I be- 
lieved I might venture to say as much for my 
friend. O'Leary signified his assent by a nod of 
the head; after a- pause of a minute or two the 
chief observed that he would soon put our prin- 
ciples to the test; ' scarcely had he said so, than 
filling up a goblet of whiskey punch and desiring 
us to foUow his example, he gave the following 
toast, which he desired should not be minced on 
pain of incurring his most serious displeasure, 
'* The minister in a bush, the bash in hell, the 
chimney stopped, the door locked, and the key in 
the croppey's pocket/* 

This toast, as may be supposed, was drank in 
an overflowing bumper and with much enthusi- 
asm. The next toast was given by the lieutenant, 
whose name was Rufus M^Dermott, and whose 
ferocious countenance well accorded with his 
station; who filling up his goblet and uusheath* 
ing. his poignard, which he held extended at arm's 
length, his eyes darting forth piex*cing looks to- 
wards myself and companion, as if to discover* 
the secrets of our hearts, gave 

'< ]\iay the enemies of old Ireland be executed, de- 
capitated, and quartered, and after that put into the 
great gun of Atblone, and blown against the walls of 
^ damnation." 

These toasts or sentiments, appalling as they 
were, and which were followed by others equally 
dreadful, almost caused my blood to stagnate^ I 
P2 
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dnmk however in an overflowing bumper with 
apparent earnestness and . satisfaction^ which 
mightily prepossessed the captain and bis com-^ 
rades in my favour and caused me at once to be 
prononnced a man after their own heart. 

After these toasts had been given, the chief 
suggested that we should each sing a song in our 
torn, this proposition was acceded to by all. The 
first songs were Garn/owen na Oloria and Kate 
Carney^ which were sung ^vich intense feeling. 
It now came to my turn, (poor O^Leary, whose 
vocal powers were not of the first order at any 
time, was not, as may be supposed, in a singing 
humour) and notwithstanding that I endeavour- 
ed to dissipate the cause of my melancholy mis- 
sion, it was some time befpre I could be prevail- 
ed upon to gratify their desire, for had my feel- 
ings been consulted, I should be for from merry 
making on such an occasion; however, after 
considerable reluctance, the better to maintain 
the name and character I had assumed, I yield-^ 
ed, and sang, vanity apart, with a good deal of 
taste and judgment, the pathetic ballad well 
known as the Exile of Erin; as I drew towards 
, the concluding part which runs thus, 

•' Where now is my cabin so fast by the wild wood^ 
Sisters and sire did weep for its fall, 

Where is my mother that looked on my childhood^ 
And where is the bosom friend dearer. than all.** 

they felt so sensibly effected by this stanza, that 
the tears might be seen tricklihgdown the cheeks 
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of these apfMretttly good netunfed bat misguided 
men. My finale was hailed with Unequivocal 
marks of approbation, and bumpers were filled 
to our better acquaintance. After the tumult 
with which the conclusion of my song had been 
hailed had in some degree subsided, the chief, 
addressing myself and companion, said ^' I should 
suppose that you are both at a loss to conjecture 
what could have induced myself and comrades 
to meet together in such a lonely spot." I can- 
didly confessed that he rightly anticipated, and 
that I should very much like to know the cause. 
" Well then^" he continued, ••your desire shall 
be gratified, and you shall heai* frqm my own lips 
a short account of the priticipal events of my 
lifei and I doubt not but that my companions, 
if tiitie will ptrmit, Will also gratify your curios- 
ity." He then commenced thus : — 

" My name is Terence O'Brien, I am descended 
from an ancietit and respectable family, who for 
nearly a century resided in the town of Bandon, in 
the couhty of Cork^ so justly famed for the bigotry 
and religious prejudices of the inhabitants; arid 
which was carri^ to such an extent that in for- 
mer days might be seen on the gate at the en- 
trance of the town this memorable inscription, 
whidh fully exhibited the intolerant sentiments 
of the inhabitants : 

** A Tark, a Jew^ or an Atheist, 
Is wdcome here — but no Papist. 

"This illiberal, and anti-christian d^nuncia- 
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tion levelled at a particular deBOininaiion, was 
blazoned forth in very conspicaous letters^ and 
remained so for a considerable period ; until an 
itinerant poor scholar chancing to espy them, 
imagining they would admit of some improve-^ 
ment^ took up his pencil and inscribed under* 
neath these words : 

" Whoever wrote this he wrote it well. 
For the same is written on the gates of hell. 
" But to proceed with my story : My only in- 
heritance consisted of a small farm left me by my 
father, who had expended the best portion of his 
vigour and substance in improving it. Some time 
previous to his death he waited upon his land- 
lord, and represented to him that as he had not, 
according to the course of nature, long to live, 
and as he had been for many years an industrious 
and improving tenant, he confidently hoped that 
if he should die before the term of his lease ex- 
pired (which had then not quite ,a year to run) 
he would grant a renewal thereof to myself, his 
only son. This his landlord, whose name was 
Pelham, faithfully promised to do; and my poor 
father quitted his presence, invoking heaven's 
choicest blessings on his head. Shorty after this 
my father breathed his last, and scarcely bad his 
remains been consigned to the earth ere I re- 
ceived notice to. quit the farm at the expiration 
of the term. Upon receipt of this I repaired to 
the mansion of Mr. Pelham, to remind him of bis 
promise to my deceased father, and to claim its 
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fiiilfilment ; bat, alas! in vain. He informed ni& 
thitt he had entered into an agreement with ano- 
ther party for the farm at an advanced t-ent, in 
addition to a sum to be paid down by way of 
fine. I returned home, as may be supposed, in 
a state of great dejection ; the moment I entered 
the door my wife perceived my unhappiness, and 
naturally inquired the cause, which I soon put 
her in possession of; she did all that woman 
could do, poor soul, to console me under my af- 
fliction, but was herself so severely affected that 
in the afternoon of the same day she was acta* 
ally seized with the pains of labour, and very soon 
after gave birth to a child, the exact resemblance 
of herself. I sent a special messenger that even- 
ing (as my term expired on the following day) to 
apprize my landlord of the situation of my wife, 
and the danger that would att-end her removal 
under such circumstances, and requested an 
extension of time for a few days; but this was 
actually denied me, and on the following day Mr. 
Pelham, accompanied with a posse of constables^, 
took forcible possession of my |iouse and farm. 
This cruel treatment so exasperated me that one 
day chancing to meet him on horseback alone> 
J remonstrated with him on having violated his 
word, and been the cau6e of throwing me house- 
less and penniless on the world ; this he con- 
strued into a threat, for which he had me taken 
up and committed to prison for three nionths. 
These cont^urring circumstances occasioned such 
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grief and anxiety of mind to the plu*tner of my 
hearty that they threw her into a languishing dia-^ 
order, which terminated not only in her deaths 
but in that of the new-born innocent, which also 
fell a victim to the rigor and inhumanity of a mer* 
ciless landlord.*'— Here O'Brien was so much 
affected that he could not for some moments re- 
sume his story, at length he proceeded— *•' Having 
thus been deprived of all that I valued on earth, 
I became cdlous and quite reckless, and in the 
plenitude of my rage vowed vengeance against 
the author of all my calamities. One night I 
learnt, with no small degree of satisfaction, that 
Mr. Pelhani was gone to a neighbouring gentle- 
man's house to dine, and that he would not return 
until late ; I sallied forth and placed myself in a 
thicket by which he must' pass, and having loaded 
my musket I waited for some time with consi- 
derable impatience, but no one making their 
appearance I waSs about to retire cursing my in- 
formant, when I perceived at a distance a man 
on horseback, in whom, as he approached, I in- 
stantly recognized my persecutor; I levelled my 
musket, not without some qualms of conscience, 
and discharged it at hfm, but without effect, as 
he rode off apjiarently uninjured. The next day 
it was buzzed abroad that an attempt had been 
made on the life of Mr. Pelham, and that be had 
very narrowly escaped, the ball having perforated 
his hat. Various surmises were afloat as to the 
perpetrator of the act : suspicion, however, fell 
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ttpon me, and Che consequence was that warrants 
were issued for my apprehension. I had to fly 
from the place of my nativity, and wandered 
about the country for a long time without any 
fixed place of residence, until chan<^ threw me 
in the way of my present companions, whom I 
have served for some years in the capacity of 
leader with honesty and fidelity, and from whom 
I do not wish to be separated as long as life lasts. 
It is but a few days since, that my cruel landlord 
escaped my just vengeance a second time ; but 
his daughter is now in my power, whom I am 
resolved to make my wife whether she be willing 
or not/* 

It being now too far advanced in the night to 
hear the narratives of the rest of the banditti, 
and the storm still continuing to rage with una* 
bated fury, myself and companion betook our*^ 
selves to some straw that was spread on the cold 
floor, upon which we lay down to rest, with no 
other covering than an empty sack or two ; while 
the banditti retired to their different quarters, 
except on^ who was placed as a sentinel at the 
outlet'to prevent a surprize. Being now left to 
ourselves, various were our thoughts and reflec- 
tions on the singular events of the day; my com- 
panion^ who had remained perfectly neuter dur-^ 
ing the evening, jogged me with his elbow to 
ascertain if I was asleep, on receiving an answer 
in the negative, " What a &tew," said he, " I have 
heen in during the night, lest those precious 
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vagabonds should discover I was a tithe proctor^ 
had they known that I was one I might indeed 
have sold my griddle, for my bread was baked." 
I could not refrain from laughter at this trice and 
homely remark, and congratulated my friend on 
the narrow escape he had had. During this short 
discourse, my attention was arrested by a groan, 
apparently from the other extremity of the ca- 
vern ; I asked^ my bedfellow if he had heard it, 
who answered, that he was about to ask me pre- 
cisely the same question: we waited for some 
time in silence expecting to hear it repeated, but 
in vain, and were concluding it must have been 
a delusion; when suddenly it returned with 
greater force and more distinctly than before^ 
and continued for some minutes^ gradually be- 
coming more and more faint, until nature, as it 
seemedj having become exhausted it ceased al- 
together. Curiosity, as well as a desire to re- 
lieve a fellow-creature in distress, stimulated |xie 
to quit my resting place, contrary to the wish of 
my brother-in-law, who felt extremely appre^ 
hensive lest I should fall into the hands of any 
of the banditti^ who might be led to imagine that 
I was endeavouring to pry into their mysteries, 
and would no doubt punish me for my temerity. 
All the entreaties of poor O'Leary proved una- 
vailing; I explored in darkness the other extre- 
mity of the cavern, and bent my steps to that 
part of it from whence the moaning proceeded; 
at a distance a small lamp was burning, by the, 
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llgbt of whidi I perceived the coantenaace of a 
haman being, and on approaching quite close^ I 
could easily distinguish the features to be those 
of a female who appeared to be in a slumber. She 
seemed about eighteen, her hair fell down in ring- 
lets upon her neck, which was as white as the 
driven snow, her complexion was clear and de- 
licate, her aspect open, lovely, and engaging. I 
gazed for some minutes upon this lovely appari- 
tion, who appeared to be something more than 
human, until my attention Was drawn off by the 
appearance of an old dame, whom I htA not 
previously noticed, dressed in a most strange and 
grotesque manner. She had on her head an old 
red nightcap, her outer garments consisted of a 
thread- bAre soldier's coat and a flannel petticoat 
which reached to her knees, of a diversity of co- 
lours from constant' patching and piecing; her 
visage was meagre, and wrinkled with age, with 
a nose resembling the beak of a parrot, and a 
long and pointed chin ; she appeared to have lost 
all her teeth, either from the ravages of time or 
the rebuffs she had probably experienced -, over 
her high cheek bones peered two small grey eyes, 
which were directed towards me with a sort of 
unconscious gaze. 

We surveyed each other for some time with 
no inconsiderable degree of astonishment. At 
length I ventured to break silence by expressing 
my surprize at seeing a lady of such preposses- 
sing appearance an inmate of such a dreary abode. 
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The old woxnaa interrupted oie foy inqumdg tffao 
and what I was, and the natoi^e of my business 
there. I bri^y stated to her that I was a stran- 
ger in those parts^ and having been benighted^ 
accidentally fell in with the captain, who kindly 
bad given me shelter until the following morn- 
ing. Haring thus explained, I requested to be 
^voured with some paiticulars connected with 
the fair captive: upon this, with a scrutinizing 
eye she observed, I had better inquire of the 
chief. Finding myself thus foiled, I presented 
her with a gold coin which she readily accepted, 
at the same time urged her to gratify my curios^- 
ity, this had partly the desired eflSect, for she gave 
me to understand that thq lady about whom I so 
anxiously Inquired was the intended bride of the 
chief, and that he had allowed her ten days to 
make up her mind as to whether she would ac^ 
cept or reject his offer ; but that she knew no- 
thing more about her. 

During this discourse the young lady awoke, 
and looking me in the face ejaculated a few hasty 
and incoherent words in the form of a prayer ; 
of this the old dame took no notice, being moi^ 
engaged in examining, at a short distance, by the 
light of the glimmering lamp, the coin I had 
given her : I availed myself of this favourable 
opportunity to assure her in the most earnest 
maimer of ray determination to become her deli- 
verer, and that I only sojourned there during the 
night. Upon hearing this, in a faltering voice 
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sbe said, *^ I mppreeiate your beroic resohitioB, bat 
do D0t Mtempt to risk your Kfe to presterve one 
wtaicfa is sinkittg fiist into the grave/' . f recall 
led to ber mind the necessity of having fortitude 
under snob circofli stances, and was about making 
some ioquiries as to ber situatioa, and the abode 
of her parents, that I might oommnnicate with 
tbeca, when the old woman abruptly interposed, 
and put an end to our coni^ersation by infontiing 
me that the gentlemen, as she termed them, were 
about to rise, and if they found me prying into 
their afiairs, she would not, to use her own 
phrase, give a rushlight for my life. I was too 
well assured of the truth of this homely observa- 
tion for a moment to doubt it } so bidding a hasty 
adieu to this amiable captive, and renewing my 
promise that before the time stipulated I would 
effect her deliverance or perish in the attempt, 
( quickly retraced my steps to the resting-place 
of my companion, who awaited my arrival with 
impatience, atKl to whom 1 communicated the 
particulars of what had passed. I had^scarcely 
laid my wearied limbs down to rest, when we 
were aroused by the captain, who desired us to 
arise and depart, at the same time offering to ac^ 
company us through the forest; we thanked him 
for his civility, and after saddling our horses we 
set out on our journey. I took particular notice 
of every object that was near, the entrance to 
the cave, so as to be able to discover it again 
when next I paid it a visit. As soon as we gain- 
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vious to our separation strongly Enjoined as, 
on pain of incurring his most certain resent- 
ment, not to divulge what we had seen nor the 
place of concealment we had just quitted. This 
injunction we promised faithfully to observe, and 
assured him that he need be under no apprehen- 
sion on that head, as the kind and hospitable 
treatment which we bad experienced from him 
and his comrades demanded, instead. of betray- 
ing him, our gratitude in return : upon this un- 
derstanding we parted, apparently satisfied with 
each other. 

As soon as O'Brien had disappeared oui: dis- 
course turned upon the strange adventures of the 
preceding night, which to O'Leary was one of 
dreadful suspense and anxiety, he having made 
up his mind that it was to be the last night of his 
existence. For my part I acknowledge ray fears 
on that head were not dissimilar to those of my 
friend at first, but they gradually vanished during 
the convivialities of the night. We continued our 
journey without meeting any further impediment 
to its completion, which terminated after a few 
hours' ride. I confess on my returning home 
that I had lost all recollection of the melancholy 
event which had occasioned our journey, and 
thought of nothing but the poor forlorn damsel 
that I had left in the cave, whose hapless condi- 
tion constantly recurred to my imagination. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

jMy uncle having been for many years in good 
practice^ and being unmarried, and by no means 
extvavagant, it was generally supposed that he 
had amassed a considerable sum of money: vari- 
ous conjectures were afloat during the interval 
between his death and the day fixed for reading 
his will, as to the person who was likely to inhe- 
rit it; some imagined that I should inherit it all, 
while others were of opinion that the bulk of the 
property would be left to another sister of my 
uncle's, whose husband was a cheesemonger re--^ 
siding in the town, or rather tp her children, to 
whom he appeared much attached. In the mean 
while I continued every hour to receive the sor- 
did smiles of a host of pretended friends to whom 
I had. hitherto been an utter stranger, but who 
wished now to claim an acquaintance with one 
whose great expectations were so near being re- 
alized; but when the contrary of these predic- 
tions turned out to be the case, instead of the 
bewitching smile and hearty squeeze, they fre- 
quently passed me in the streets without ever 
deigning to recognize me; such, unfortunately, 
are the ways of men in general. 

My uncle's remains were followed to the grave 
by an immense concourse of people from various 
parts of the country adjoinii^^ who attended to 
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pay a tribute of respect to professional integrity 
and departed worth. 

As soon as the last sad office was performed^ 
the immediate friends and relatives of the de- 
ceased repaired to hifi la^ dwdliog, tad after 
soixie pcelimiiaaries bad beea gone thfougfa, Ibe 
Will was produced in the midst of a groi^> of 
exj^tants, whose looks a<Ki gestures fuUy tes* 
tified the anxiety of their niittds> which, bow- 
ever, was 800& set at rest by one of the executors 
reading akmd as fbUows : — 

<^ l> Thomas Cheek, of Kenmare, in theeounty 
of Kerry, a^orney ni law, coosidering the un- 
certainty of life, do make this my last Will nod 
Testament in nuanner following ; that is to say, I 
leave to my sisters, Bridget Fagg the wife of 
Darby Fagg, and Johanna Fogarty the wife of 
Teneoce Fogaity, all ray property both seal and 
personal, to be equally divided between tfaeiti, 
share aud share alike; and in caise of the death 
of either of them, the share of tlmt one ^so dying 
to go to her childreii in equal shares and pn^por- 
tions; excep4iing thereout a snm of five hundned 
pounds, which I h»ve lent ou^ mortgage to John 
Simpson, Esq*, and which sum it is my will and 
desire may be set a^art for my nephew Michael 
Fagg, until he shall alitain the age of eigliteea 
yeiurs^ and as soon as he shall attain that age, 
then that the aaine, or itpropoctionalie pert tdiere- 
of, be approprkted for artioliaf^ him to some 
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respectable attorney^ in ease he shall prefer tiie 
profesaiou of the few lo any other. I appoiot 
John Dowmog anid Peter Harris, both of this 
towD, shopkeepers, Executors of this my Will, 
to each of wfaoiCQ I leave the sum of &kj ikMiiids 
for the troiitble they will necessarily be pot to ia 
carrying the trusts thereof into executiou. 
Witness," &€.. 

The readiiig of tlm^iocnineiit was listened to 
witht profound sileace; and after indulging in a 
few vacant stax^ at each other, which plainly 
indical;ed the gratificatkm of the friends of his 
relaUives, asd the disappointment of a few aaer- 
cenary expectants who had been paying their 
coupt tO' &iQ deceaaed in: the hope of a handsome 
legally, the compaiify separated, to indulge at' 
imauxe m their different fieeUngs and reflections^ 
V As foi' mgrself, I was so much absorbed in the 
fate of the unfortufiate lady whom I had left in 
the {(»rest, and whose imagie constantly recurred 
to my imaginatioo, that I did not pay that mi^ 
nnte attention to the reading of tibe Will whkh I 
should have dose under ordinary civconasiaiices: 
full of sympathy and cboimiseration for her des^ 
titote and hdpless condition^ £ resolved to leave 
nothing undone to fulfil the promise I bad made. 
Far this punpoae, a dajjr or two prior to that fixed 
for her aoquiesceooe or refusal to the wishes of 
O'Brien, I went among a tew of tbe young men 
of my acqiudulance^ wfao^ I thoi^ht were* sttach- 
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ed to me, with the view of soliciting them to aid 
me in effecting her release; I did not fail to re- 
present the facts to them in the strongest terms, 
reminding them of the proad satisfaction we 
shoald have in reflecting that we had been in- 
strumental in rescuing a fellow creature from 
impending ruin and infamy; but,' alas! in vain, 
my representations were only met with ridicule 
and laughter. One gave me to understand that, 
if it was any thing which concerned myself per- 
sonally, he would willingly assist me, but he 
could not think of going so great a distance on 
what he termed a visionary adventure; a second 
excused himself upon the plea that perhaps my 
heated imagination might have misled me, and 
that the lady to whose succour I was so anxious 
to proceed might be no other than the wife of 
one of the banditti, and in that case it might 
prove rather an awkward circumstance; whilst 
a third bad the audacity to tell me that I was a 
second Don Quixote, setting dut to succour dam- 
sels in distress, and that I wished to transform 
him into Sancho Panza* Disgusted with these 
unmanly and frivolous excuses, I resolved, unai- 
ded and alone, to endeavour to fulfil the promise 
•I had made, but foreseeing the possibility of fai- 
lure, or, in case of detection, of a fatal termina- 
tion to my purpose, I deposited in the hands 
of a friend a sealed packet, which enveloped ft 
testaoQentary paper in these words: — 
« Being about to undertal^e a perilous enter- 
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prize which may terminate in the loss of my life, 
I write this to inform my parents, that in case so 
unfortunate an event should happen, my lifeless 
corpse will be found in a cave in Glanflesk fo- 
rest, whither I have proceeded to rescue an un- 
known fair one, whom I am under promise to 
release out of the power of a banditti who infest 
that place; and, in case of my death, I desire that 
the legacy of five hundred pounds left me by my 
late uncle be divided between my brother and 
sisters, share and share alike." 

Having thus arranged my worldly affairs, I 
mounted my steed, taking care to provide my- 
self with a case of pistols, which I considered 
absolutely necessary to ensure success, and. pro- 
ceeded on my journey without meeting any in- 
terruption until 1 arrived at the forest, which I 
entered towards the close of evening; the ban- 
ditti being in the habit of departing from their 
place of retreat at that time, to take summary 
vengeance upon those who had rendered them- 
selves obnoxious by the cruel and inhuman treats 
inent of their less fortunate fellow-creatures. I 
fastened my horse to a tree, primed my pistols, 
and bent my steps in the direction of the cave; 
but bad not proceeded far before I found myself 
quaking in every limb, with fear at the idea of 
coming in contact with O'Brien and his troop, 
who, I doubted not, would put a period to my 
existence if they detected me again in the forest. 
I leaned against a tree for some time to support 

B 
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my tottering fimbs^ undetermined what coone 
to pmrsne^ whether to return from whence i came 
or parsevere in my design; however^ after miich 
reasoning, I resolved at ail hazards to pursue 
the latter coarse, tod for this pmpose I thought 
it {HTudent to ayoid the common tracks wfai<^ I 
noticed on the occasion of my first Tisit. I had 
scarcely proceeded the distance of fifty yards in 
the forest, ere I distincdy heard, a voice whMi 
I could distinguish to be that of O'Brien ; I 
stopped short, and threw myself ilali cm tire 
ground, whidh I had scarcely done, teftii^ I 
heard one of the gang exclaim, ''Hush ! was imA 
that aomethiDg rustling among tlie tries} ^^^^ 
''Pshd," answered another^ "it is only your fool* 
ish fimcy." '* Perhaps S0," rejoined a third* At 
this critical momenty which was to me one of 
dreadful anxiety, they passM within tire distanoe 
of a few yards without perceiving me. In thiii 
fortunate escape I was materially assil^d hf my 
own presence of mind, in continuing with my ftiee 
to the ground, as well as by the extt^ttte dark^^ 
ness of the night : I lay for some tinie paratyi^Ni 
with dread, at length hearing their fooSstiE^ die 
away, I ros^ and puri^ued my course tn tbe &^ 
tectton of the cove, near to which I sooa arriveii 
t|uite exhausted ; here I groped about for ^dlMye 
time^ unable to disc6^er the entrance^ in a state 
of mind, which may be readily imhglneBk, and was 
actually on the eve of retiiac^ my stepi^ etfifs^ 
ing myunhiohystursin not having laisen'tteirf^ 



' vice of those ^li^se ymilaniixfity' I h&d iso re- 
ecDtly condemhed. Stiddenly I flttuek oil ft »tokie 
vrfalch^ hiiribg a iboUow doQtid^ i dowbl^ tiot 'W&& 
tive one ao nigerly sought ^fter ; wi«h some dif* 
fioiilt^ I lifted it up^ atid fbund liiy oenjeotUre 
fully oontirinedk A death*likis ^ilenci^ reigiied 
whbin fl$ I/dftstseiidddthe Btobe siep^Sj i groped 
abovl m<the daifV«tid in ttiyprdgrdsd ^tulnbied 
over BoiBfetbifi^ in the foftti of a human b^in^^ 
and fell with great fdroe «o the gi^o^iKl; I d^iibt^ 
ed not this was one of tbie kiEihdilti> ahd springfitig 
on my legs with tut^e than 6rdli:)at*y agfility^ end 
presendng my pistol in a determilaed matiher^ 
declared I would blow mit the brains of the first 
pearson tbait attempted to move. ^^;Ni(» so fest, 
siirrah ! '' earied some person in a g^toiT ^otoe^ 
which I instantly knew to bfe thiU; of Kathaleen 
Desmondj the old woitrah dei^erib'ed in th^ pre* 
ceding chapter, in a peremptory toli% I «9^dered 
a light; she soon proonred one, and holding It 
up to ray face, and surveying me with astotiish* 
ment^ exclaimed; "What a fiisiefellbw you are, 
to come here at tf}iU h^e hibut* OJf the night to 
blowout the brains of a poor old womta like 
me!" "Come, come," said I, *^do not thus an- 
noy me woman^ with your nod^eiise) bat light 
me directly to the pfesentee of thfe young lady 
wboni 1 saw here about a w^k »ind^/' ^^ Ay, 
ay/* cried the old jezebal, •* I see iaotr how it is; 
it is well for you that all my gtsnilemen lit^ 
abroad^ cnr tiiey woiM kndek a IMe (»f tb^ 
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bounce out of you/' I expressed some anger at 
this insolent menace^ and declared that my pur- 
pose was to act, not to talk ; she yielded with 
some reluctance^ and banded me a light, which 
I declined taking, but insisted on her preceding 
me with it to the upper extremity of the cave, so 
as not to afford her the chance of giving alarm. 
Here I found the beauteous captive, who appear- 
ed in a kind of stupor, and unconscious of my 
approach ; I gazed upon her with a fixed atten- 
tion, and remained some time silent, but recol- 
lecting the dangers that surrounded me^ I gently 
aroused her from her reverie. She stared about 
wildly for some time, and at length fixed her 
eyes intently upon me. This appeared a favour- 
able opportunity for disclosing the object of my 
visit, I therefore, in the most soothing and affec- 
tionate manner, reminded her of the promise I 
had made on a former occasion, and implored 
her to arise, and depart from thence without a 
moment's delay. ^^ Gracious Heaven! " she ex- 
claimed, as the tears stole down her pallid cheeks, 
" art thou indeed the generous stranger who 
promised to become my deliverer?" I assured 
h^r it was so; and seeing her sensibly touched 
with her. misfortunes, I importuned her to reflect 
that there was no time to belost^ as the banditti 
might return and frustrate all our plans, and that 
no doubt my life would pay the forfeit if detected. 
She seemed to feel the force of this remark, and 
cp,p)n)(9nding herself to the care and protection 
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of Divine Providence, desired me to retire ior a,x\ 
instant, that she might compose herself a little, 
and adjust her dress. These few minutes I em- 
ployed in securing old Kathaleen; whom I bonnd 
in the captain's arm chair, which vras roughly 
constructed of oak, and too ponderous to be mo- 
ved by the old crone, who vented forth innume- 
rable threats and imprecations while undergoing 
this operation. 

Our necessary pifeparations being completed, 
we retreated from the cave, and hastening through 
the forest by a circuitous route, we very soon 
reached the spot where I had fastened my horse. 
For the greater comfort of the fair fugitive I 
. placed her in the saddle and myself behind, and 
committing ourselves to the care of the Almighty 
I spurred my horse forward, and it was not. long 
before we reached the outskirts of the forest, 
keeping a bye-road, so' as to avoid the banditti 
in case we should be pursued. By break of day 
we had gained such a distance as to be relieved 
from all anxiety with respect to^^our pursuers; 
and being much exhausted in consequence of the 
rapid pace at which we travelled, it was agreed 
that we should stop at the first inn we came to. 
It was not long before we espied one at a short 
distance, where we soon arrived; after conduct- 
ing my fair companion into the house, and giving 
the necessary directions as to what we required, 
as well as to attend to the wants of my horse, we 
partook of such fare as a road-side inn usually 



^Sopds. Deiof wh^ fiead ftom danger, and re* 
fre^^4 hoth ip body and mind, I ventaind to 
make aoiqe inqoii^ of siy companion, as lo her 
parents, w4 bow kMig »fae had been an inniate 
of die cafe She vnbesitatingly inforaied me 
that lihe wa« the daughter of a gentleman of the 
D^me pf Pelb^Qif who lived some miles fnrther 
off^ fmd that sb^ had ahput two months since M^ 
len into the hands of the banditti, who sl^e was 
apiHT^t^ftn^ive bftd bqth rpta^hed ai|d murdered ber 
fatb^F^ Tb6 fiefspraqy pf ber statement I had eivi^ 
ei^y reason tfii credit; it was tbereibre agreed that 
we sboqld proceed towards her l^ome withont 
loss of tjmOt Finding my horse now able to 
pursue th$t remainder of the journey, we re*? 
inQi)|&M, apd elicited some curiosity in the 
places ikvmgh whiqb we passed, in consequence 
of Miss Pfs^bam being seated befora me in the 
saddle, th$ contrary being the established custom 
of the country; we travelled onwards for some 
hours without any interruption, and towards 
eveniog we had ttie inexpressible pleasure o# 
arriving within a short distance of the mansion 
of Mr. Pelbam. 

It was now mutually agreed that we should a^ 
light at the house of a friend of the family, while 
I conveyed to her parents the pleasing intelli-f 
gpnoe of her safety, lest her abrppt appearance 
might cause too great a shock to their feelings* 
We soon arrived at the place of destination, and 
alighted, where the presence of myself and com-* 



pftnion excited unspeakable amazement ; after it 
had in sooie degree sabsided. Miss Pelham's first 
inquiry was as to tbe safety of her parents^ more 
especially her father^ whom she learnt was still 
in exisltenee, and that both were in a state of 
mind which might be more readily imagined than 
descrilhed. The intelligence of her father being 
alive imparted indescribable pleasure to Miss 
Pelham, who was sensibly touched with the suf- 
ferings of her parents. After giving way to sor- 
row and melancholy for a short time, she was at 
length prevailed upon to partake of some slight 
refreshment, in which I joined. The plan we 
had formed having been submitted to her friends 
and met with their approval, pen, ink, and pa- 
per were immediately procured, and she wrote 
as follows : — 
^* My dear and affectionate parents. 

This will be presented to you by a gentle- 
mm to whom I owe a debt of eternal gratitude 
as my deliverer, and who will inform you of the 
place where I am now staying, being apprehen*- 
sive that my sudden appearance may be too much 
for my dear parents to encounter* I await, as 
you may suppose with no inconsiderable anxiety, 
to be once more restored to the arms of my fond 
and inestimable parents. 

• Your dutiful] daughter, • 

Emily Pelham/' 
. This letter hai4ng been sealed and placed io 
my hands for delivery, I took a hasty leave^ and 



80 

remounting my horse^ I set out on my missiooj^ 
and arrived without much loss of time, at the re- 
sidence of Mr. Pelham^ which was a very ancient 
mansion, a little off the high road^ surrounded by 
a wall, at the entrance to which stood a porter's 
lodge. Having rung repeatedly without effect, I 
was actually on the point of returning, supposing 
they might have changed their residence, when 
some person in a gruff voice exclaimed, "Well 
sir, what is your pleasure?" I turned round and 
perceived a man whom age had nearly bent to- 
gether, supporting his tottering limt>s with a 
short thick stick. ^ I gave him to understand 
that I had some particular information to com- 
municate to his master, Mr. Pelham. ** Pray,'* 
said he, " whatjs the nature of it?" '^ It is not 
necessary you should know," I answered, " but 
I wish to converse with him for a few minutes." 
"That you can't do," he replied, "as he is npt 
in the habit of conversing with strangers." Upon 
this I replied that I could not depart until I had 
seen him, having most interesting intelligence 
to deliver: he bade me wait his return and 
disappeared. . He had not been absent more than 
a few minutes when he returned, telling me his 
master declined seeing me until I sent in my 
name and business. I told him I could not dis- 
close, the nature of my business to anybody but 
to Mr. Pelham himself, but that I had no objec- 
tion to give my name, which was Fagg. " Fagg» 
Fagg !" muttered the old man, as he disappear- 
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eii from my view. I waited his retarn in sus- 
pense, fully resolved, if not permitted, to force 
my way to the presence of Mr. Pelham, I had 
not waited long before he reappeared, telling me 
his master desired him 'to admit me; ' I was ac 
cordingly escorted by the old man to the door, 
and by a man-seiTant ioto the presence of Mr. 
Pelham. He was above the middle stature, and 
rather inclined to corpulency, his features were 
well formed, and his hair was as white as the 
driven snow, which gave him a most venerable 
appearance; there seemed something reserved 
and pensive in his deportment. He received me 
in a very courteous and affable manner, and I 
presented him with the letter, observing that it 
would put him in possession of the object of my 
visit ; he received it, darting a glance alternately 
at the superscription and myself, opened the let- 
ter with trepidation, and seemed so overpowered 
ere he had read to the end that he was scarcely 
able to communicate the contents to an elderly 
lady who was sitting in the room at the time, 
aiid whom I afterwards learnt was Mrs. Pelham. 
Words are inadequate to express their mutual 
feelings, at first they were completely overpow- 
ered, but gradually recovering, they anxiously 
inquired after their daughter; I briefly detailed 
where I had left her, and the particulars connec- 
ted with* our escape, at which they seemed not 
only amazed, but penetrated with the most live- 
ly gratitude toyi^ardsme; after a few minutes 
k2 



spent in daUberation^ it wbs agreed that I should 
return in campany vfith Mv. and Mrs. i^bfiiii to 
escort their lovely daughter home. The carriage 
was got in readiness with all possible eKpedition, 
and having taken oup seats we set out accord-^ 
ingly at a rapid pace, and in a short time arrived 
at the house where I had left the object of their 
solicitude; we soon alighted^ and in the next 
moment the beauteous Bmily was looked in the 
embraces of her fond and adoring parents. As 
soon as these tiransports of ecstacy had subsided 
into oalmness and serenity^ we bade adieu to th^ 
friends of Mr. Pelham, at whose earnest desire 1 
accompanied him with his wife and daughter.-rr 
As we approached the house we were met by a 
host of domestics^ who seemed to vie with each 
other in a desii^e to testify their joy at the return 
of their young mistress^ particularly the old porter 
iVom whom I had experienced so much opposU 
tiou when endeavouring to gain admission to the 
presence of his master, bnt who now made am^- 
pie apologies fbr his abrupt behaviour on that oc- 
casion. It is scarcely necessary to observe that 
I felt proud, and not a little vain in being the 
cause of making so many human beings happy. 
The servants^ as soon as they had been made ac- 
quainted with the perils I had encountered to ef- 
fect the release of Miss Pel ham, seemed ready to 
worship me, and occasionally Iqt drop a hiM that 
young Miss could not repay them bett^ than by 
bestowing her hand and heari upon one who had 
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pcoF^ l»m^4f M wortkyntf botk. I was ^ir 
frofl[} ]bemg dMptoiaed Q4; these familiuiities^ but 
on ik^ cojoytrnry J 4i4 idl I could to countenance 
and encow^ge them, for I was pretty certain if 
they did not produce the desired effect, they 
wpjald not b^ye a contrary tendency. 

I now thPUgbt it full time to take leave and 
return home ; but this was strongly objected to 
by the family, who kindly remarked thiiit they 
9Wld mt for a moment think of parting with 
fM^ who b^d cQntribulied ao much to their hap-^ 
pine^Sj and earnestly r^qjiested me to prolong 
my Tjjsit for a few daya ; in this request Ifaey were 
JQiped by their loyely daughter, who seemed der 
^irotts to conceal the joy which glowed in her 
bosQm, md sparkled ip her countenance on 
. leftrnipg my a/cquiescenoe. In the mean while I 
qespajbohed f^ letter to my parents by one of the 
servants, informing them that I should join them 
in a few days, and satisfactorily account for my 
unavoidikble Absence. 



.CHAPTER IX. 

Mattbrs being thus satisfactorily arranged, in 
the evening the family and their immediate friends 
together with many of the neighbouring gentry, 
sat down to a dinner which was served up with 
the QtmosI elegance. After dinner, Mr» Pelham 
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inquired if his daughter had put me in posses- 
sion of how and in what manner she had fallen 
into the hands of the lawless men from whom I 
had so heroically rescued her. Upon my obser- 
ving tl;iat she had only partly related the particu- 
lars, "Then you shall hear from my lips," said 
he, " how that melancholy event occurred," and 
he spoke thus:— 

"My daughter and I left home on the 23rd of 
December, with the intention of visiting my 
brother, who is a clergyman of the established 
ehurch, residing at a place called Blackrock, 
near Cork. We started from this place about 
two o'clock in the afternoon, in a gig, and 
intended reaching the half-way-house between 
this place and that city, where we resolved on 
taking up our quarters for the night, and to re- 
sume our journey on the following day; we were 
however, benighted very near the entrance to 
Glanfiesk forest, where we arrived about six 
o'clock in the evening; our progress was here 
retarded by four men whose faces were blackened 
calling out to us to slacken our speed and deli- 
ver our money, and not to put them to the trou- 
ble of having recourse to force. I thought it 
better to comply with this menace than run the 
chance of having it carried into execution to ob- 
tain it. At this moment one of them who held 
a lantern in his hand in which a glimmering light 
was just per<::eivable, and which he held up to 
my face, swore, that if I did not deliver up my 
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money^ even to the last farthing, he would blow 
my brains out. I remonstrated with them for 
some time but without effect^ 1 therefore pulled 
out my purse, containing about fifty guineas,* 
which I threw to one of the ruffains, who ap- 
peared to be the chief, which he had no sooner 
got possession of, than he shook it in my face, as 
it were to spite me. "This," he observed, "per- 
haps is the hard earnings of some half-stai*ved 
and impoverished wretch, who to preserve a ho- 
vel over his head and to drag on a miserable ex- 
istence, has parted with his last farthing : be- 
hold,*' said he, "a day of retribution has at length 
arrived." The determined tone and menacing 
attitude of this bravo, whose features I thought 
were familiar to me, alarmed poor Emily to such 
a dfsgree that she swooned away." I interrupt- 
ed Mr. Pel ham hei-e, by informing him that the 
name of the chief of the banditti was O'Brien, 
who, I believed, had formerly been his tenant; 
at this intimation Mr* Pelhaih seemed much 
amazed, and said he was no doubt the man who 
had once before attempted his life, on account of 
bis having preferred another tenant to him, and 
who was the cause of his removal to that part of 
the country where he then resided. " Finding," 
continued Mir .Pelham, " that nothing was left 
for me but to drive off as fast as the horse would 
go, I did so, in the hope of meeting some per- 
sons on the road who might interpose and shield 
me from threatened destruction. For a while I 
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gamed a short distance of my pursuers, wUoh 
they no sooner perceived, than one of them dis-f 
charged a blunderbuss at us, the contents ot 
which I received in my right arm, imd was theve^ 
by rendered incapable of controlling the speed of 
the horse, or assisting my daughter who iras 
thrown out. The animal still continued at foil 
speed, until the wheel of the gig caipe in oon<!> 
tact with a turnpike gate, which happened to jbe 
open at the time ; the concussion was sq great, 
that I was thrown out headlong on the road with 
considerable force, and lay there until the toll* 
keeper assisted me into his bouse, from thence I 
WES removed to an adjacent inn, where I was 
put to bed in a state of mind that may be readi- 
ly imagined* A messenger was immediately des- 
patched to the xiext town for a surgeon, who suc- 
ceeded in extracting the ball from the fleshy part 
of my arm. The pain I endured made n>e quite 
delirious during the night; early the next morn- 
ing, when the landlord entered to learn the extent 
of the injuries I had sustained, I applied to him 
for information respecting my daught^, but could 
glean no further intelligence from him than that I 
was brought there by the toll-keeper. I directed 
that some person should be dispatched for him, 
and he speedily came, in company with the mes- 
senger, and gave me to understand that, there 
was no person but myself in the gig at the time 
of the accident. The imperfect recoUeotion I 
had of her having fallen out was now put heafond 
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doubt, aQ(i I made up my mind that she most 
either have been i|:ill«d by the fail, or, wbat was 
almost as bad, have fallen into the bandjii of the 
desperadoes : the reflexion that either of these 
ferel^odings should be realized, operated so pow<- 
erfujly on thp disturbed state of my mind, that 
it thrpw me into a ^dent fever, from which I 
slowly reoorei^ed ; so that it was nearly a month 
from the fata} day that I lost my ohild before I 
was enabled to return home by travdting short 
stages in company with my dear wife and oao of 
my servients, who had been sent for to attend 
upon me during my illness ; but it is impossible 
to desertbe our agitated feelings, when we reach* 
ed thjs fetal spot where I feared we had been 
separated for ever."*— Here Mr, Pelham and hh 
lady seemed sensibly affeeted, as well as their 
amiable daughter, and indeed the whole compa^ 
ny; son^e minutes elapsed eve he could resume 
bis narrati^^e, when he eipntiuued thos^-rr^f It is 
scarcely necessary for me to observe that on af-- 
riving at home, I despatched peopte in all di«M> 
tions to endearourto gain intelligenoe ef my 
k)st duld, but without suoosss ; bii| what ma^y 
could not aoeomplish has he^n effected by this 
brave and generous yonUi (at the same time 
grasping loy faaiM) firmly and ahakiag it most 
eordially) it is to him I an) indebted for the hap« 
piaess which I han^q experiencfid this day, whteh 
amply repasys the tvouble iuonI agitation I have 
nndergoqe for some time past/' 
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Here Mr. Pelham ended his narrative, and at 
the particular request of all present, I beg.tn 
mine, commencing with the death of my ancle, 
and ending with oar escape from the cave. Du- 
ring the recital the company listened with pro- 
found attention. One of the company highly 
commended my enterprising spirit, and ques- 
tioned me as to the motive which could have 
induced me to risk my own life to preserve one 
who was to me an utter stranger, I merely re- 
marked, that to succour and relieve damsels in 
distress was considered, in days of yore, one of 
the noblest actions that could be performed, and' 
that I did not see why a similar notion should 
not prevail in the present day, and feeling pow- 
erfully interested in the fate of the young lady, I 
determined to encounter all perils to rescue her 
from the horrible fate that impended over her. 
These remarks made a very visible impression 
on all present, more especially on Miss Pelham, 
the Vermillion hue of whose lovely features fully 
attested how acutely she had felt their force. 

As soon as every person had testified their un- 
equivocal approbation of what they were pleased 
* to term my manly^ noble, and disinterested con- 
duct, Mr. Pelham took me by the hand, which 
he shook heartily, at the same time addressing 
the company, *^ Well, indeed, has this courage- 
ous youth acquitted himself, and here in your 
presence, I have only to say in return, that he 
has only to demand any favour in my power to 
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confer, and it ahall witbout^aoy hesitatipn be in- 
stantly granted/' I felt penetrated with this 
manifestation of gratitude, and. my eyes, which 
at the time were fixed upon Emily, who was 
also intently gazing upon me, had well nigh be- 
trayed the secrets of my heart; for had Mr. Pel- 
ham been attentively observing us, he might 
have easily discovered that the only favour which 
he could have conferred upon me, and which I 
should have deemed worthy of acceptance, was 
the hand of his beauteous daughter; for what 
was passing in my mind did not entirely escape 
the penetration of some of those present. After 
rallying a little, I thanked him for his profes- 
sions of kindness, and assured him that should 
an occasion arise to need them, I should not fail 
to avail myself of his proffered friendship. The 
night being now pretty far advanced, the com 
pany separated, apparently delighted with the 
interesting events of the day. 

The next day, the news having gone abroad, 
a host' of friends flocked to Pelham Hall, to con- 
gratulate Mr. and Mrs. Pelham on the happy 
restoration of their daOghter, who highly com- 
plimented me on the successful issue of the dan- 
gers I had braved. 

In the afternoon of the following day Mr. Pel- 
ham gave a splendid entertainment to his friends 
and surrounding tenantry to celebrate the auspi- 
cious event; a large tent was erected, and un- 
derneath which tables were laid for the accom- 
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mO^mx «f %% lout fivtt huadBod peMoo^K. At 
m ^^\y ho»r migbl f>e seen from various fourts 
tk0 (Ad pjui the young, decorated in their g»p»t 
%Uire, flocidng thUhear to partake of the good 
tbiDgB prdirided &>r the ocfmsion. BioBer being 
sefved up at the appiafated bone, Mr. and Mra. 
Belham took theic Atation at the head of the ttt* 
bio, the guests aan-anging themselves indaserimi- 
nal^iy, withei^t any ir^ard to statioti or cirouas*' 
stanqesB. I was reqneslsd to take my place ai 
the lower end of (he table, to which I at fivst 
sightly objected, iaiagining that I ahoulgl be 
plaoed at too g^eat a distance fnom her who B^oae 
engrossed aH my thoughts; but Mr« and Mvs, 
PelbaBi, anticipating, as it wevo, the aajuous 
wish of my heart, observed that on such an oC"» 
casion I should do the honours of thie table at 
the lower eud, in which I should be luuristed jby 
their daughter. In ffais arriM^gement ( readily 
acquiesced, and aceordingly led the charming 
Bmily to the seat idiotted to her, whilst I took 
my seat beside her, amidst the smiles and eon- 
grpi(ttlations of the company. It would be Imr 
possible to describe the good humour Aat pise- 
vailed during the repast, and indeed tbroughoul 
the evening. After the dinner, which in addition 
to a ptofnsion of substantial Atpe, consisted of all 
the delicacies of the season, a signa;l was given 
for dancing to commence : accordrlngly Miss Fel'- 
ham and myself, preceded by her parents, and 
followed by their numerous guests, proceeded to 
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tfa» Ifiwft^ wheve we Iripped on the ftt»tastic toe. 
*Hie daiMse was opened by my efearmer and my- 
«^If^ and as we proceeded we had the inexpres^ 
siblefelifijty of having our ears every moment 
assailed with the pleasing so^inds of *♦ What a 
hand^Mse couple they woald mrice/' with other 
remarks alike agreeable on our graeefalness and 
agittty, whioh I could divine was far from being 
displeasing to my lovely partner. WhUe thus 
agreeably engaged^ my consternation and sur- 
prisse may be readily imagined on beholding my 
mortal foe M^Laeuddy^ whom I had not previ- 
ously noticed^ and who appeared to be no less 
astonished at seeing his old pupil so ably sustain- 
ing die character of the hero of the night. He 
rubbed his eye several times with the euff of his 
ceat^ as if he doubted its powers of perception. 
His presence certainly disturbed me a good deal, 
as i doubted not but that if he did not spread re^ 
ports abroad respecting me^ he would take some 
opportunity to viiify and misrepresent me to the 
family of Mr. Pelham,. and thereby avenge in 
some measure, the injury which he imagined I 
had done him, in being unintentionally the cause 
of the separation that had taken place between 
himself and wife. I inconsiderately determined 
to continue the dance, without appearing to 
recognize him, a slight which,' unfortunately^; 
added fuel to his former resentment. Dancing 
having been kept up until a late hour, the com-^ 
pany separated, every one apparently delighted 
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with the entertainments of the day, except myself, 
who after having observed the usual formtdities 
previous to retiring for the night, repaired to 
rest, not a little depressed in spirits by the un- 
expected presence of my late preceptor. 

My coi^ecture^ as to the probable conduct of 
M^Lacuddy unfortunately proved too correct, for 
next morning after breakfast, Mr. Pclham, as soon 
as his wife and daughter had quitted the room, 
very candidly informed me that he could not 
think of concealing from me any circumstance 
which affected aie personally, to whom the fa- 
mily owed so much, and gave me to understand 
that he had that morning received a letter from 
an unknown person who threw out some impu- 
tations against me, whether they were true o^ 
false he had no means of ascertaining ; if desti- 
tute of foundation he should feel quite delighted^ 
but if otherwise he should very much deplore the 
event : without further preface he put into my 
hands a letter in these words : — 

" Respected Sir, 
The young man whom you have so hospita- 
bly and liberally treated, and who is now I un- 
derstand stopping at your house in consequence 
of his having been instrumental in restoring to 
you your daughter, I know well, and regret ex- 
ceedingly that I cannot speak in favorable terins 
of him. He was the cause of my being separated 
from my wife, with whom I had lived on the hap- 
piest terms until he destroyed my peace of mind 
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for ever. I, write this to put you on your guard 
against his artifices and treachery, lest he bring 
that disgrace upon you and yours which be has 
entailed upon me and mine. 

I remain. Sir, with profound respect, 
Your faithful servant, 

Fylum M^Lacuddy/' 

On perusing the above epistle I felt quite as- 
tounded, and so overwhelmed with shame and 
confusion that I could make no reply ; Mr. Pel- 
bam perceiving the effect it had upon me, desired 
me to be composed and not thus agitate myself: 
after a considerable pause I rallied a little, and 
assured him that the letter was a gross fabrica- 
tion of the writer, to injure me in the estimation 
of himself and family; that I was at one time 
M^Lacuddy's pupil, and having been civil and 
obliging to his wife in executing some trifling 
commissions, he took into his head a notion that 
an improper connexion subsisted between us, but 
which, I solemnly assured him, had nonexistence 
in reality. With this explanation Mr. Pelham 
appeai*ed satisfied, and thus the matter ended. 

The morning fixed for my departure having 
arrived, fearing 1 shotlild not have an opportunity 
of disclosing the passion that so much disturbed 
my peace of mind, I sought Miss Pelham in soli- 
tude, and found her in a summer-house in the 
garden, engaged in the perusal of some work 
which so much engrossed her attention that I ap-> 
preached quite close beside her before she was 
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aware of my presence. I gazed upoti her fbr a 
few miontes with feelings of stle&t admiralim^ 
until my Iweathing forth a heavy sigh eamed her 
to startle a little; I endeavoured to apologise for 
my inlarusioD, but, risiii^ from her seat and hold- 
ing forth hor faand^ she begged I would not be so 
ceremonious^ and witli a bewitching smile ob- 
served, that tny presence would nevier be consi- 
dered by her in the light of an intrusion. I marie 
a suitaUe acknowledgment for this maniiBBtaiMA 
of her kindness^ and gave her to understand tbct 
I had sought her for the purpose of anocniBcing 
my intention of departing without toss of time^ 
but thai I could not do so until I had revealed to 
her a secnret of the most rital importance to my 
future happinesab At this declaration she seemi- 
ed much confused; begging her to resume her 
seat, on bended knees^ and in the most soothing 
accents, I informed her of the tender Akme wbidi 
almost consumed me, and that unless she looked 
i^on me with a propitious eye the remainder of 
my days would be spent in misery and wretched^ 
ness. She bade me rise, and, as if anticipatniK 
all I had to say, assured me that the reooUaction 
of the hazards I had encountered on her account 
would never be erased from her memory; that 
her heart was just then only susosptible of gra- 
titude, but that she might soime time or another 
be again capable of felicity ; tdiat she should air- 
ways esteem me as a firiead^ and in her nightly 
orisons would not fail to comaoend me to the 



care and protectioD of the Giver of all good. — 
Scarcely had she pronounced these consolatory 
words, at which I felt deeply affected, when the 
sehrant entered to announce that every thing w^s 
ill readiness fof my depiartWft. This too sudden 
amtiDiincement overpbwe^fed ua both, and some 
minutes passed ere I cotdd pt^iiotiilfee, farewell ! 
HaviDg at length recovered a little, I tehd^rett 
jDsy arm to eke idol <of mf heart, which Was rea- 
dSAj aceeplxid^ anfd expressed h wish that she 
should be present when I took teave of her {)a- 
lents : vire fliecorcUngly proc^ded towards the 
konse withro'ut ntferiDg A singte syllable, till we 
Boct with fiilr. and M^s^. Pblhaih fit the garden 
entrande^ of whotn I took an affectlonkt6 leave, 
and once more bidding sld»^ to Emily, I mduht- 
ed my Homse and w^ soon out of sight of rhy 
gfftttefiil friends, and of the duly being whom I 
valued above sill others oil eiirth. After a ride of 
several hout^, I i^eaeh^ hbi!ne that night, where 
my return was hailed Vrith pleasure by my pa- 
rents aiid friends. 

The fete given by Mr. I^lhftm, with *«il?h my 
name was coupled, having been noticed in flat->- 
tering ietans by the ne#spapfers of the day, i^rhen 
I appeared in pifblic I was looked upon with ca- 
g^ness aiid ^^tiriosity, which I confess made me 
not a little vain df myself : however, as this oc- . 
curtence Was, like Rmny othei^, " only a nine 
dhjs' wonder," in A ShBtt tlhie It bl^ bvei* ahd 
Was totil«ly forgdtleh. 
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CHAPTER X. 



J HE vanity of my success being now dissipated, 
I thought it full time to examine more minutely 
into my uncle's affairs, which were managed ex- 
clusively by his executors. I found the assets, 
after payment of his debts and funeral expenses, 
amounted to about five hundred pounds, which 
was divided between . my mother and aunt in 
equal moieties. As to the five hundred pounds 
left to me by my uncle's will, it was by no means 
an eligible investment, there being prior incum- 
brances affecting the property, and but little 
chance of their being ever discharged. This news 
disconcerted roe a good deal, as I had. hoped 
with that sum (o get articled to some respecta- 
ble attorney, which would in some measure 
strengthen my pretensioas to aspire to the fair 
hand of Miss Pelham : but, alas ! all my hopes 
were frustrated, and my future prospects and 
happiness in life retarded and rendered almost 
hopeless. 

To dissipate these melancholy reflections, I 
took it into my head to visit the mistress of my 
heart, whose presence I fancied would be a balm 
to my agitated mind, and mitigate in some de- 
gree my pecuniary disappointments. Havjng 
made the necessary arrangements I set out for 
the happy mansion of Mr. Pelham, where I safely 



arrived^ and was greeted with evident symptoms 
of pleasure by all the family, more especially by 
Emily, whose looks and behaviour fully testified 
her satisfaction at once more beholding me 
at Pelham Hall, I had not long enjoyed these 
agreeable reflections ere I discovered a visible 
change in the manner and conduct of Mr. Pel- 
ham towards me: on my former visit he appear- 
ed penetrated with gratitude, but now he seemed 
distant, formal, and reserved. What to attribute 
this sudden change to I knew not, unless it was to 
M^Lacuddy's epistle; however^ I dissembled and 
pretended not to notice it. On dinner being an- 
nounced I repaired in company with Mr. Pelham 
and the rest of the family to the dining-room, 
where I found a gentleman seated whom I had 
not previously seen, and who was introduced to 
me as Mr. Curzon. Though the dinner consisted 
of every thing that could give a zest to the appe-? 
tite, I partook of it but very sparingly, my whole 
attention being engrossed by the presence of the 
stranger, in whom I apprehended I should find 
a rival in Emily's afiFections. Whilst lost in this 
contemplation, Mrs. Pelham observed that she 
was afraid the indifierent dinner I had made was 
owing to illness, at the same time expressing a 
hope that her surmise was unfounded. I assured 
her that s^e was not altogether mistaken, that I 
felt somewhat indisposed from the effects of my 
journey, but with a little rest I should no doubt 
recover; after this explanation the ladies retired. 

F 
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The bottle was now introduced, and Mr, Pelhaniy 
Mr.Carzon, and myself partook freely of its 
contents ; during this short period many topics 
were brought under discussion, and among others 
the subject of the Union with Great Britain was 
adverted to, which I contended was an act of the 
grossest political turpitude that ever disgraced 
any age or nation, and that until the Act of Union 
, was repealed, apd the people of Ireland put in 
possession of their local legislature and allowed 
to manage their own affaii*s, they must ever.con^ 
tinue in poverty and wretchedness. Mr. Curzon 
attempted to refute these obsei*vations by assert*- 
ing that the grand object of tlie an ti- unionists 
was a total dismemberment of the empire, and 
the furtherance of their own ambitious views. 
This I contended was an unfounded cba^e, and 
that their desire was to form another on a mpve 
equitable basis, which would cement the cpnnec^ 
tion with Great Britain and thereby promote th^ 
prosperity of Ireland. Mr. Pelham here took part 
in the discussion, by contending that Ireland bad 
been benefitted rather than injured by the Union, 
inasmuch as she found a ready market for her 
produce in England. To this I replied thfU; 
the vast quantity of provisions daily exportied 
from Ireland was no proof of her prosperity, but 
that the contrary was obviously the case, and that 
the strongest and most undeniable evidence of 
this fiEict was in the vast multitude whose labour 
had produced these pdmie ar^cles of 3pb^i^tAppe^ 
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and which they saw conveyed to other countries 
in order to raise money to -satisfy 4be ^apaoity of 
absentee landlords, whilst themselves wereeem- 
pelledifrom year's end to year's -eiid to drag on a 
misemble existence on potatoes alone: both my 
adiversartes remaning silent, I went o^ to observe 
that I iwas iin^favour of that nieasure'from acon- 
vietion; that its adoption would be productive. of 
inoaleulaUe advantages to the people of both 
countries, as, -amongst many others equally ma- 
nifest, it would compel' the unfeeling absentees 
to reside in Ireland for ^a certain portion of the 
year, at least during the period of their parlia- 
nientary duties, and 'the ready eash'wfaich they 
so profusely and imppovidently squander in other 
countries would be expended among their half-^ 
starved tenantry and famishing, artisans, and by 
that means money would circulate, trade wottid 
revive, and. capital flourish. My opponents find-* 
ifig themselves worsted in this argum^it, intro- 
duced a theologies one, which Mr. Curzon (who 
I afterwards learnt was the son of a dignitary in 
theidiurch) commenced tby inquiring in a very 
abruf»tim«iner what religious creed I professed? 
I iunequivocally answered that I was a Roman 
Catholic. '^Ah," be replied, '^ I regret to hear 
yDu> Mn Fagg, make such a dedaration, as I have 
alwi^s had a very great aversion to any person 
of that persuasion." With some warmth, I ex- 
pressed my surprize that he should have been so 
biassed as to give utterance to such sentiments^ 
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more especially against a religion which had been 
at one time the ancient religion of the country* 
" Yes," he retorted, '^ it is old certainly, not in 
godliness nor holiness, but in vice and iniquity/' 
I rejoined, that its iniquities had not exceeded 
those of a more modern one, namely, the church 
as by law established, ^hose anti-christian and 
rapacious practices I pretty severely handled.— 
This heat of mine gave my adversary all the ad- 
vantage he desired over me, who in his turn 
waxed wrath, and appealed to Mr. Pelham to 
know whether he would countenance such in- 
temperate language. That gentleman, whose 
prejudices were in accordance with those of my 
opponent, immediately espoused the same side 
of the question, and insisted on my immediately 
retracting my expressions and making a suitable 
apology, or, as the only alternative, to quit the 
house directly. These words made my blood boil 
with indignation, and rising from my seat I ex- 
claimed, ^^ Rather than relinquish my religious 
opinions, which have been instilled into my mind 
ere 1 could scarcely lisp, and which is the religion 
of my choice in my mature years, I would forfeit 
my life, and that I should certainly embrace the 
other branch of the alternative rather than do so.'* 
Thereupon hastily quitting the house I repaired 
to the. nearest inn, and after some time lost in 
reflection, I procured the necessary materials and 
wrote as follows : 
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** My dear Miss Pelham, 
Your father's intemperate behaviour, to use 
no harsher language, has compelled me to depart 
from the house rather abruptly, without having 
an opportunity of even taking leave of either 
yourself or Mrs. Pelham. He took umbrage, or 
pretended to do so, at some expressions which 
had inadvertently fallen from me respecting a 
difference of religious opinions between me &nd 
Mr. Curzon ; Mr. Pelham seemed to espouse the 
cause of my opponent so warmly that he left m^ 
my choice of two evils — either to retract my ex- 
pressions in toto, which were by no means offen- 
sive, or to quit the house that instant ; the latter 
I have chosen to do, for rather than submit to 
such dictation I would relinquish my life. The 
only thing I regret is, that I shall by this circum- 
stance be debarred the pleasure of even behold- 
ing you occasionally. I yet presume to entertain 
a most lively hope that I shall not be altogether 
fprgotten by you, and in this hope 

/ I remain ever yours, - 

M. Fagg.'? 

With this efHisioii I repaired to the lodge, and 
having previously secured the good offices of the 
porter by a gift, I despatched him with it to the 
house, with an injunction that he should deliver. 
\t to no person but Miss Pelham ; he soon pro- 
ceeded to execute the commission, and after 
waiting for some time in much anxiety, I was 
happily relieved from my suspense by his return- 
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ing and placing in my hands a-lcftter ^teH ran 
in these worda: 

"My dear Mr. Fagg^ 
Your letter was* the first intimation that I 
had of any mifiundetetanding having arisen be-* 
tween you and my father, whicbi Y very much' 
regret, parti^E^ularly on so abstruse a subject as 
religion. You conclude your letter by expressing 
a hope that you. will not. be altogether forgotten 
by me ; indeed, were I capable of acting' so,^ I 
should Cv)tisider myself guiUy of the grossest in^ 
gratitude towaids one who has undergone sd 
much on my aecount, and rest satisfied that no 
•change of circumstances shall ever dter my mind 
and sentiments towards you. Be move cautious 
when yon write,, lest our correspondence should 
be detected^ 

Siver you^ sineeitely, . 

Emily PelhaAi." 

The agitation of my mind completely subsided 
as soon as I had perused this epistle, as I doubt- 
ed not from its tenor that if I had not already 
gained her affections I had made rapid progress 
towards it. Full of these pleasing reflections I 
quitted the lodge, and repairing U> the inn I ver 
mounted my horse and i;efiurned home, net a 
little chagrined at the: apparent ingratitude of 
Mr. Pelham. 

The next day I directed my rage against M^Lar 
cuddy, whose letter I doubted not contributed in 
a great measure to the breach that bad thus 
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qaite satisfied with the expltoation that I had 
^Uibrded bitp^ it wm apparent to nie, from his 
subsequent behaviour^ that he only affected to be 
dOf and he had? seiss^d upon the dispute with 
Mn GuFzon>as a pretext for acting as he did ; on 
inquiry^ however^ I learnt that M^Lacuddy had a 
few days preiaously sailed for America with his 
spodse, to whom he had beeii reconciled through 
the interposition- of some friends, so that the 
fumas of -my redentment disappeared with him. 

My uncle's assets, which did not at all realize 
ocEv expectations, being coltedted and divided, as 
before stated (except the legacy of fiye hundred^ 
pounds left to me, which at present appeared 
hopdtess)^ nay parents re8oI¥cfd on returniiig^ to 
their native city, on the suggestion of my higher 
Bterby^ who had for some tittie held a confiden*- 
tial situation there as clerk to a butter-merchant. 
Previous to their setting out, I determined once 
more to visit Miss Pelham* For this purpose I 
despatched/ a note* by post, apprizing her of our 
contemplated* change (k= residence, atid imploring 
her, as siiie valued my Ihture pesice of mihd, to 
grants me an 'mterview on iht following night 
a^ the* lod^, as. it would be some time before I 
should again have the pleasure of beholding her. 
I set out the next day for the place of assigna- 
tion, where I arrived a short time before the 
appointed hour, and almoi^t Itdmediately after, 
the dear object of all my wishes made her appear- 



104 

ance^ attended by a female servant who enjoyed 
her confidence; scarcely had she set her foot 
inside the threshold of the lodge than, impelled 
by an irresistible impulse^ I clasped her in my 
embraces. In an instant her face was covered 
with blushes : as soon aa she recovered from the 
confasion into which my precipitate transport 
had thrown her, she reproved my boldness in very 
severe terms, and desired I would not so far for* 
get myself or her as tb endanger the r^;ard she 
had for me, and, in shprt, mingled so much good 
sense and sweetness in her reproof, that I threw 
myself at her feet, craved pardon for my presump- 
tion, and implored her to regard my passion with 
a favourable eye. She entreated me to rise, ob- 
serving she could not refuse any thing to me, to 
whom she wa& indebted for the happiness she en- 
joyed, and laying aside her reservedness, crowned 
my future hopes by an admission that the flame 
was mutual. Emboldened by this declaration I 
encircled her again in my arms, and our recipro* 
cal vows of eternal love and fidelity were sealed, 
with kisses as chaste as were ever given. 

After nearly an hour had been spent in repeat- 
ing our vows of mutual love, and constancy, I for- 
ced myself .from this adored being, and mounting 
my horse returned home in an ecstacy of delight^ 
and resolved to direct all my future energies to 
the attainment of a station in life worthy to be 
shared by so much excellence. 
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CHAPTER XL 



On the following morning we set out for our 
native city, where we arrived on the second day, 
without any thing happening worth recording. 
My father being now in possession of upwards 
of two hundred pounds, in a short time got esta- 
blished in business, which, with the assistance of 
my brother^ enabled us to get on rather prosper- 
ously. 

I had not been long here before I succeeded in 
obtaining a situation in the office of a Mr. Mil- 
lard, an attorney of considerable practice, and 
who combined in his person the no less lucra- 
tive business of a bill discounter. He was a 
stout, portly-looking personage, about fifty years 
of age, and was particularly careful of his head, 
which he powdered profusely, as it gave him 
that grave and solemn air so essential as he con- 
ceived, to the maintenance of the dignity of a 
member of the legal profession. He was not in- 
deed a very great proficient in legaljore, but 
this defect he supplied in some measure by a 
quick perception, and a tolerable fluency of 
speech, which not unfrequently involved him in 
petty bickerings and contentions. 

I made it my particular business to study his 
faults and foibles, and in a short time gained 
such an ascendancy over, him, that he looked 
f2 
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upon me rather in the light of a friend and con* 
fidant than in the capacity of a clerk. In thi» 
manner several months rolled over my head al* 
most imperceptibly. 

My inaster's facilil^ of speech, mpon whidi he 
prided himself not a^ liittle^ broujght him fre- 
qoeiitly into collision wkk the assistant barris- 
ter who presided m the Sessions Court, (which 
is a court established in raviolis parts of Iretand 
for teeoremg debts not exceeding twenty poinds 
in a summ«Fy way) with wlKim Ids w«b idmost 
daily engaged in disputes and altercations^ and 
which tended to diminish i-ather than iacrease 
his business; the interests of the* cliest firai^pieat- 
ly suffering in the persoB of the advocate. 

Mr. Justice DobsoD, the assistawt barrister 
who presided at the time^ was not so m«cb dis- 
tinguished for his legal quatificsftions as a judge 
on the beneh, as he was for indulging his drowsy 
propensities, beiug not unfrequently aroivsed 
from his sfombers by the sfentorisia lungs of the 
solicitors opposed to each other. 

My employer having been for many yeaors iu 
high repute in this cowt, and being no less cele- 
brated m his other catting of money broker, 
amassed considerable property, a great portion 
of which he from time to time lent to some of 
the most influential men of the country ; who, 
when selected to frll the office of sheriff, by way 
of acknowledging their pecuniary obligatioDS in- 
variaibly selected him as their snb or deputy she- 
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riff; the perquisites af^ertaining' to which oMce 
he took especial go,od c«re of. Rndifig these 
maltifarioiis duties more than be coukJ effi(bient}y 
discharge^ he resetted on reliDqaishing hh pfac* . 
tiee in the Sessions Court; for this purpose be 
repaired Ho the court one day to announce bis in* 
teotion, and take a farewell of bis brother prac- 
titioners. Whilst waiting for an opp6rtunity to 
do so, a cause which had escaped his recollec- 
tiofi, and in which he was concerned for the 
defendant, having been called on, he cross exa- 
mined cme of the witnesses very severely, who in 
return appealed to the bench for pirotectioini; but 
his worship not appeairing to pay pron^pt atten-i- 
tion to the appeal, in fact, be was indulging in 
his usual nap, the enasperated witness imaginirig 
tbat he was, to use a common phrase, tipping 
iUan the wink to suppress the truth, exchrimed, 
^^ It is uo use for your worship to be winking at 
me, for I am determined to tell the whole truth.^^ 
This joke excited considerable merriment, which 
his worship by bo means relished, as it tended to 
shew up one of his numerous foibles so culpable 
in a judkial functionary, but which' was then 
overlooked from his staunch adhesion to the ru- 
ling powers of the day. 

Mr. Millard, after taking leave of the court 
and his fellow practitioners, who: seemed to re* 
gret the step he had taken, from' thenceforth at-* 
tended exdusively to the onerous duties inciden- 
tal to his office at the assizes; I was necessarily 
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called thitber very frequently to ligbteiii his bar- 
tbens, and whilst so engaged, one day two meu 
were put to the bar, cbargfsd with flaying alive a 
tithe proctor, by thrusting him stark-naked into 
a hole, filled with nettles and black thorns, by 
reasons and means whereof, divers bruises, 
wounds, and contusions, were inflicted on his 
person, tending to endanger his lift^, contrary to 
his Majesty's peace, his crown, and dignity, and 
to the form of the statute in such case made and 
provided. 

The reading of the indictment was listened to 
with profound silence, and on the prisoners be-^ 
ing called on for their plea, they both replied in 
firm and audible voices, " Not guilty." At this 
moment looking intently towards the bar, my 
surprize may be readily imagined oq discover- 
ing the prisoners to be no other than O'Brien, the 
chief of the banditti, and one of his companions. 
During the trial I watched the motions of O'Bri- 
en, who stared vacantly around for some time, 
without seeming to recognize any one : but at 
length his eye happening to alight upon me, be 
gazed intently on me for some time with evident 
surprize, and his fixed gaze was only drawn off 
by the prisoners being called upon for their de- 
fence. A witness was produced on their behalf, 
whom I instantly recognized as Rufus JM^Der- 
mott, who proved an alibi; but. his testimony 
being looked upon with suspicion^ and not being 
corroborated by any other evidence, it had but 
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very little weighty and the prisouero consequent^ 
ly were both found guilty, and immediately after 
were sentenced to transportation during the term 
of their natural lives. They heard their doom 
with perfect indilBFerence, particularly O'Brien, 
who did not seem in the least dismayed at the 
result of the trial. Thus terminated the career 
of those misguided men who might, if differently 
treated, have been useful and worthy members of 
society. For my own part, I felt some satisfac- 
tion that the future exploits of these daring des- 
peradoes would be performed in a distant coun- 
try, as I had not at times been entirely free from 
apprehension that their chief might seek an op- 
portunity of taking vengeance on me for depriv- 
ing him of his bride. - 

During my probation with Mr. Millard, which 
comprised nearly a period of two years, I did not 
fail, when a fitting opportunity occurred of in- 
gratiating myself into the opinion of the fair sex, 
with many of whom I became an especial favou- 
rite; amongst them was a youngf woman of the 
name of Godfrey, who was governess in a public 
establishment. Her age was about eighteen, her 
person was extremely handsome, and her mind 
highly cultivated. By some of those attentions 
which the ladies generally desire to have paid 
them I very soon gained an ascendancy over her, 
which' terminated in my taking advantage of her 
confidence and, in an unguarded moment, sacri- 
ficing her honour to a momentary gratification. 
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Her situation s«Mm rendered it necessary that 
some decisive steps> skould be taken to avoid the 
disgrace attendant upon an exposure; the scheme 
she adopted was, to tender her resiguation under 
a plea of bettering her condilion ; for this pur- 
pose she procuired a friend to refHresent the lady 
who v^as about ta engage. her^.and who acquitted 
herself so much to the satisfaction of the gover*^ 
nors of tbe institution, before whom she attend* 
ed, that uot the slightest suspicion was enter* 
tained of the real situation of poor Rosuia God* 
frey, nor oi the imposition tbait had beeii< prac- 
tised upon them. On quitting, Miss- (Godfrey's 
exemplary behaviour was rewarded by a very 
handsome douceur. 

Having thus succeeded to onr hearts' desire, 
we took lodgmgs in a retired- part of tbe city, 
where we passed as a new^married couple, lin* 
der the aasufmed name of Watkins, and in due 
time Miss Godfrey was delivered of a^nale child. 
I confess that I felt not a little vain of the digtii^ 
fied appellation of " Papa.*' Intoxicated beyond 
ioeasore at the success of my gallantries, I visits 
ed balls, concerts, and masquerades^ particularly 
tbe latter, where I sustained the characters of a 
titbe proctor, a middle*man, and a forty-shitling 
freeholder, with considerable eclat. These soar- 
ings, so far beyond the humble sphere that I had 
bcrcn accustomed to move in^ necessarily entailed 
expenses which my slender resources were not 
adequate to meet; the consequence was^ that I 
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became daily more and more involved in diflB* 
culties^ without having "the most distant expec- 
tation of being atile to retrieve myself. Poor 
Rosina, perceiving the visible, change in my be- 
i>aviour, remonstrated frequently^ but m vain. 
I conceived that I might avoid her remonstran- 
ces^ and conftraec my expenditure, by getting rid 
of her altogether; f«tU of these ideas, I returned 
home one night ^ad dignified my determination 
that the child sho«rld be put out to nurse and the 
^ging^ given up aa soon as possible. She li&k 
tened to me with the utmost trainquility, and in 
a calmi and collected mamier resplied, ^^ Is it thus 
Fagg, that you behave to* me who have relin- 
quished friends and acquaintances for you? 
Scarcely have I yet recovered from the impru- 
dent step intpt which your persuasionsr and arti- 
fiiees have led me, than yM manifest an impa- 
tience, of which you ought to be ashamed, to get 
rid of me, and throw me on the world unprovided 
for and unprotected, without even a friend to 
succour or console me under my misfortunes." 

The appeal thus made to my feelings moved 
me to compassion, and made me regret exceed- 
ingly my inconsiderate and abrupt behaviour; 
however, matters had wow proceeded too far to 
retract, it was therefore mutually agreed that as 
soon as Miss Godfrey had procured a situation, 
and the child could be put out to nurse, we should 
separate. These two eveftts, so much desired by 
me, in a few days subsequently took place. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Jh iNDiNG myself once more disengaged I relaps- 
ed into my former habits and irregularities, which 
I carried to a much greater extent than hereto- 
fore, and instead of retrieving myself by endea- 
vouring to contract my expenditure, every day 
considerably augmented it; but the disadvantage 
under which I thus laboured was in my own opi- 
nion counterbalanced by the fame I had acquired, 
so niuch so, that the calamity of every lady of 
doubtful character, not otherwise provided for, 
was invariably laid at my door.' 

However much my own vanity was gratified 
by these pursuits, yet they so frequently abstract- 
ed my attention from my professional avocations 
that Mr. Millard thought it necessary to remon- 
strate with me on the scandal they occasioned, 
and after having pretty severely denounced what 
he termed my disgraceful conduct, candidly told 
me that if I did not abandon my dissipated habits 
we should separate. At this declaration I felt 
extremely mortified, and determined on taking 
advantage of the threat thus thrown out, when 
a proper opportunity presented itself. The fol- 
lowing circumstance induced me to carry this 
determination into effect. 

A farmer named Flyn, who resided in the sub- 
urbs,- entered the office one day with a doleful 
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countenance, and in a melancholy tone request- 
ed the favour of a personal interview with Mr. 
Millard, having a case of peculiar hardship to 
detail to him. He was accordingly admitted to 
his presence, where he had not been long, before 
I was called in to hear the tale which he had t6 
unfold, flyn it seems had sold a horse for fifty 
pounds, to a Mr. Newman, who was a magistrate 
, of /Considerable property residing in the neigh* 
bourhood, upon whom he was to call in a fort- 
night for the money. Flyn had been formerly 
this gentleman's tenant, and left the farm in ar- 
rears, but which were forgiven him by his land* 
lord at the time he quitted. At the end of the 
time stipulated hk called for the money, but 
without success ; after repeated applications, he 
was at length given to tinderstand, that Mr. New- 
man intended to set off the price of the horse 
against the arrears of rent left unpaid. The ap- 
plicant's object was therefore to recover the va- 
lue of the horse, having sufficient evidence that 
the arrears had been forgiven at the time the 
farm was given up; but on being further ques- 
tioned by Mr. Millard, it appeared that there was 
no person present but the parties themselves at 
the time of the alleged sale; the case was conse- 
quently untenable, there being no person to prove 
the contract and its fulfilment by one of the par- 
ties. When Flyn was made sensible of the dif* 
ficulties that surrounded his case, he unhesita- 
tingly offered half of the money to any one that 
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woald tndertake to recover iit for him, rather 
tkon bb' wrongs should remain unredressed. — 
Mr. Millard^ the fertility of vvhoae imagination 
kept pace with his love of lucre^ at once agreed^ 
to undertake the recovery of the money upon the 
terms proposed : the bargain was struck accord- 
io^y, and thC'farmer went home ia high glee. 

As soon' as he had' disappeared^ Mr. Millard, 
addressing himself to me said^ ^^ I have hit upon 
a plan, Fagg^ #hieh for brilliancy of thought 
and depth of ingenuity might have been equalled 
but certainly nev^r surpassed; and in this I 
shall want your assistance^ I understand in 
your masquerading frolics you have represented 
various characters^ amongst otliers a tithe proe*^ 
tor^ with some success, I think you can go one 
step farther and personate the devil,; you will ea- 
sily procure a suitiable dress at the mai^querade 
room : in this character you shatl way-lay New«* 
mmi^ and frighten him into an admcs»on of the 
debt due to Flyn, and our success is indubitable; 
in the mean while I shall go to his house on pre- 
tence of business, and learn when he is likely t& 
go abroad, and we- ctti arrange our plans accord^ 
ingiy. He is, itoni> ali I can learn, an infeiiiou» 
rogue, and has been guilty of a great many mss^- 
deeds in his life* time, and is moreover so weak- 
miajded as ti» be almost afraid of his own shadow. 
The moment he sees you, he will iiAagine that 
Old Nt^k has come to punish him for his innu-^ 
merable tratusgressions, and will be so terrified 



that he will readily ackiiovrtedge the debt" f 
listened to this seh^me with gt^t afCention*^ 
t^hich Mr. IVfillard had no sooner unbmthened 
himself of^ thstn' I burst into at hearty laugh, in 
which he good-ftmnoTiredly jidinedi 

After some ftirther discussion we parted, fiiUy 
bent on trying the experiment. MrflMiUard' un- 
dertook to discover the movements of the magis** 
trate, while I repaired to the naaBquerade romn 
to select a becoming dress for theoccasionr« We 
men again in the course of the afternoouy when 
he infoi^med me that he had learnt thfat Mn New* 
man was to dine with a brother magistrate, who 
I'esided in the neighbourhood, on the folkmriog 
dsy, aBd would not return home until late; it 
was therefore agreed that we should on the fol* 
lowing' nighft set forward and conceal oursiilves 
in his demesi^ before the time it was supposed 
he would return. 

In the meaffii timie I procured my dress,^ and 
about ten o^clock on the following night I pro* 
oeeded to Mr. Millard'^, and equipped myself in 
tke paraphernalia of bks satanic inajesty; the 
suddenness of my transformation excited the ri- 
sible faculties oS my master, who pronounced 
me to be an inimitable devil. Having engaged 
a coach, we soon lu'rived in the viciooty of our 
places of destination, where we alighted and bade 
coachee wait our return. We proceeded om foot 
the remainder of the way, and having climbs 
over a wall which surrounded the premises^ sta* 
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tioned ourselves in a thicket by the side of a gra* 
vel walk which led to the mansion. We had not 
been long here before we espied a man ap- 
proaching^ whom we imagined to be our object ; 
as he drew near Millard observed to me, " Here 
he comes Fagg, now is the time for you to strike 
the decisive blow, and immortalize yourself by 
an adroit performance/' At this intimation, I 
sallied forth from our hiding-place, but on draw- 
ing near, I discovered him tQ be a rustic, who 
no sooner beheld me than, after crossing himself 
several times, he exclaimed, ^^ In the name of 
the Blessed Virgin, save me! save me!'' aud 
scampered off as fast as his legs could carry him. 
We were amused with the fright and. exclama- 
tion of the countryman, as well as mortified at 
the disappointment he had occasioned us; how- 
ever, we had not long resumed our former posi- 
tion, before the real Mr. Newman made his ap- 
pearance, enveloped in a great coat, and moving 
along at a rapid pace. It being a moonlight 
night, I thrust forward my horns and cloven foot, 
and while one hand brandished my prong, with 
the other I swung my tail in a very conspicuous 
manner, so as to present myself before his wor- 
ship in a manner calculated to make an awful 
impression on him. He no sooner perceived me 
than he started back a few yards, and stared at 
me quite petrified with terror; probably sum- 
ming up his misdeeds, and imagining that the 
day of reckoning had arrived. I drew back a 
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few paces^ which encouraged him to advance to- 
wards the house as fast as his fright would per- 
mit, glancing every mo'ment behind him; he 
soon gained the door, and plied the knocker and 
bell with all his might. There was now no time 
to be lost, I therefore sprang on his baek with 
the agility of a monkey, and vociferated into his 
ear in a sepulchral voice, *^ Why don't you pay 
poor Flyn for his horse?*' The terrified justice 
replied in hurried accents, *^ I will, I will, in- 
stantly." During this encounter, Mr. Millard 
had advanced close behind us, so as to hear the 
admission made of the debt, in order to corrobo- 
rate my testimony if necessary. The door being 
now opened, his worship, overpowered with hor- 
ror, fell into the arms of his servant. Having 
thus achieved our object,, we hastily retreated to 
tlie coach, and returned to town, quite elated 
with the success of our stratagem. 

The next morning it was agreed that Flyn and 
I should wait upon Mr. Newman, and make a 
formal demand .of the money, as a preliminary 
step to commencing proceedings for its recovery 
This we did in a few days subsequently, and were 
cordially received by the magistrate, who imme- 
diately paid the nioney, and expressed his regret 
that it should have been so long witheld. 

I returned to Mr. Millard's in company with 
Flyn, to whom a moiety of the money was paid 
over, pursuant to the contract entered into with 
my employer 5 who made me a present of a five 
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pound note^ and pocketed the remaining twenty 
pounds himself. 

This unparalleled act of legal ingenuity having 
by some means or other got wind, became in a 
short time the geneiral topic of conversation, 'and 
occasioned Mr. Millard to be distinguished by 
the appellation of the Devil's Deputy; a distinc- 
tion he so little relished, that he endeavoured to 
screen himself by throwing the odium of the dis- 
graceful transaction upon me. My pride look 
the alarm at these insinuations, and as I had no 
ambition to cut a figure as the Devil's Deputy's 
Deputy, I resolved on quitting his service alto- 
gether, which determination I carried into effect 
as detailed in the following chapter. 



CHAPTER XIII. 



Ijeing in the hab;t of reading in the public 
prints and other channels of information, of the 
magnificent sights that were to be seen in the 
metropolis of the empire, and ^of the various 
places of amusement with which it aboundeU^ I 
sought for some time with much earnestne^ss for 
an occasion to pay it a visit. The long-wished*- 
for opportunity at length presented itself: a 
young m^n of my acquaintance, named Wheeler, 
being destined for the church, was about to pro- 
ceed to Q^cfojtdy where lie ii;iten4ed to graduate. 
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and expressed a strong desire that I woald ac- 
company him^ as he purposed visiting London 
previous to taking up his quarters at Oxford; and 
as a 8tiD9ulus he proposed to bear me harmless 
from all expenses incidental to the journey. He 
could not have offered any thing more congenial 
to my feelings, for I passionately longed to see a 
little more of the world ; nevertheless I had suf- 
ficient discretion to conceal my joy, and shewed 
so much indecision that we parted with an en- 
gagement to meet again in the afternoon at a 
tavern, and discuss the anticipated pleasures of 
.the joprney over a glass of grog. 

At 'the time appointed I repaired to the house 
fixed on for our meeting, where my friend Whee- 
ler was waiting my arrival with impatience. - 1 
still manifested some reluctance to quit my pre- 
sent sit nation for the uncertainty of procuring 
one eke^^here, illiwtratiiig my observations by 
the proverb of " A bird in the hand being better 
than two on a tree ;" at the same time advert- 
ing to the crippled state of my finances, and their 
inadequacy to my support for any length of time 
in case I should prove unsuccessfiil in obtaining 
employ. My friend beard me to the end, and in 
a very earnest manner replied, ^^ I am surprized, 
Fagg, that you should for a moment hesitate to 
accompany me, you have often expressed a wish 
to visit the famous dty of London, and now that 
an opportunity presents itself you seem reluctant 
toembr^e it. XioB^y eot^e, Fagg, let' not this 
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ofifer escape yoa; you cannot tell, man," conti* 
nued Wheeler, in a very ardent manner, ^' what 
chance may turn up in your favour; you are,* 
without flattery, a devilish good-looking fellow, 
and who knows but some fair lady may take a 
strange liking to you, and by that means you may 
make your fortune in a very short-time/' I could 
easily perceive the drift of my friend's observa- 
tions, and that he was quite regardless of my 
future fate. provided he could prevail upon me to 
accompany him ; finding it useless to dissemble 
any longer, I yielded my assent, at which he 
seemed mightily pleased, and we parted upon an 
understanding that we should sail in two days, so 
as to give me an opportunity of announcing my 
determination, not only to my parents but also 
to Mr. Millard previous to my departure. 

My parents at first strongly objected to the 
intended journey on the ground of my youth and 
inexperience, but finding me persist in my reso- 
lution, they reluctantly consented thereto. I af- 
terwards repaired to Mr. Millard, to whom I 
communicated my design ; he heard me with 
much surprize, and after remonstrating with me 
on the injudicious and imprudent step I was 
about to take, without effect, concluded thus: — 
" Well, Fagg, 1 regret exceedingly the premature 
step you are about to take, but a§ your parents 
have not been able to divert you from your pur- 
pose, there is little chance of my being able to 
persuade you by any remarks that may happen > 



121 

to &i\ from me. I hare^ iiofiietdr, as ymt must 
knoiv^ on all occasions^ done wbaterer lay in my 
power to makeyoa contented with yoar^sit'ua- 
taon^ and I intended to have giren you still 
more substantial proofs of: ihy good intentions 
tkan mere words; but tbe resolution you have^ 
com^ to precludes me from carrying my de-> 
signs into effect; You have/no doubt^ reflected 
seHoasly on the dangers and difficulties that you 
will necessarily be exposed' to in ia strange coun- 
try where you have neither friends nor relations, 
ncM* yet, what is more neeesssary, a superabuh^ 
dance of money to sustain you in case your exer- 
tions should not prove successful; yet, notwith- 
standing these manifest disadvantages, you are 
determined to brave all ralher than continue in 
your situation/' I assured him I had taken ail 
these circumstaiices into considi^ration, and that 
nothing could alter my purpose. " Well, as you 
appear unshaken in your det^rminatiot), g0,'' he 
ol^rved, slipping into my hand a note, ^^ and 
may you prosper." I bade him farewell, and On 
regaining the street examined, the nfote, which I 
found to be of the value of tesi pounds Irish: — 
I returned home penetrated with gratitude for 
the benevolence of my late employer, and regret- 
ting that I had not sooner been aware of his 
friendly views tQ\tards me. 

The day now- arrived on which I was to leave 
home for an indefinite period, for the first time 
of my life. Havii^ placed my wardrobe in a 
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portomrten, I took iecvecif iay.fuoSfy^ pagtitm* 
Ipuiytnyinarettte^ ivlio miagled tbdr tan irith 
their kimpi nud md me a Btfisre leotace os the 
idMmliite.neeewtjof fivinglioiiatfy^ soberly, jnd 
fHOuriy* I qoitM tbeir praesee cmenrhdmed 
mCh grief^ and pnoeoded at piioe to llffi pwkM 
office^ and Innrkig taken my iieitti^ J neiit oq 
botod thevessd^ whene I found myfrieod Whee* 
ler^ and in a ievr liawtes Ind adiea to my natiTe 
dty, and set sul fi)r Snglaml, ha^ii^ prerionaly 
oamnuioated aqr departnoa io Miss Pdbam^ on 
wlioaeflaHid i en de a r owrcd to impreaa a pBOspect 
of the happineas that woald await onr motoal 
eonataacy. 



CHAPHSR XIV. 

Wa landed k BmtxA «aAer <a q«rick passage pf 
fortylioiirsj lieve-wecontintied for a feir days, 
frisilingei^ plaee worthyof notice in (diat ci^, 
and iatlhtfiigii it was then axKMnmon ^ibservatlcm 
that tile WMsen et Bnstol weie so rery ^Mrdinary 
that it was ^tbe practiee, m 4>r4et to in teoe a man 
to many <tti64Qf «beai> to confer the ^leedom of 
the cky miliim immediately after the eevemony 
was concluded, yet I confess I cannot concur in 
Ate justness of this' lemartc, haviBg, during my 
short stay Miere, seen sevend of the fair sex whose 
peMonal appefi&rance gate it a direct nagatii;t0« On 
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Ihe i^pitaiy I IDM; a JbMa^^bf lilodt pr^ssessmg 
tpfwifcianoe ill tiie iBti«^> pAio bad realFjr afl the 
eoDteriud appetraiii^ <df a lady; she^ vHis leading 
a <^d by Ae hmii; and 6«yv^^d me witli a 
$atatiiAi6^geye<9Mi pas^^ kers I turned round 
Ip lodk a^er iier/attppdsiilg I was bot tabknown 
lohpr^ when sheinsttatly seemed to recognize 
me, mod maiiMtoted a disp^tidn to cultiirate my 
aetjualtitaMe. Updn intimating to'Wheeler that 
I had aonie Intiention ^ ii^odudng myself to 
ber^ he atoii% opposed it^ under the supposition 
that fllie was the wife of some respectable citizen 
who was mistaken with regard to myperson^ 
and that my reeeptibn would be fbr from agreeable 
when she diseo^ned h^' Aror. My ftiend^s re* 
marics were not miAdent to deter me from my 
purposfB, aAd I exchanged his company for that 
of tlie female^ with whoni I very soon fell into 
eonversation^ Wilder the {Mret^t that I had seen 
her elsewhere ; she declared that she was labour- 
ing tinider a similar impression. After we had 
nnitaally imdei^^ed each other in Ais respect^ 
Otir dltcoutse was interrupted by my fair com- 
pa&k)n stopping at the door of a house of tolera- 
ble appearance, which I supposed to be her resi- 
dence, and was about to retire highly gratified 
mdlh 4he few monients we h&d spent in each 
other's society; but Miss Henman (that being 
her name as I afterwards learnt) with a most be- 
witching smile, which it was impossible to resist, 
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lavited me in. Pjcenoos toeomp^fiog^ I waited 
for Wheeler to come up, iriho Jigged bebiDd, be- 
ing doabtful as to the kind of reoqHion I should 
meet with; as soon as he came up I made him 
acquainted with the invitatioB I had reodTed, 
when to my snrprise he at once declined to avail 
himself of it ; however, after some importnnity 
on the part of the lady and myself he was pie* 
vailed npon. We accordingly entered a room on 
the first floor very handsomely famished, and 
had not he&k long seated before Miss Henman, 
nnder some trifling excuse, retired and shortly af- 
ter letomed, ushering in a tall, thin^ftced damsd 
of her acquaintance, who she stated lived on the 
second floor, and who was consigned to the care 
of my friend, under the name of Miss Clarke ; we 
had not enjoyed the society of our new acquain- 
tance veiy long, before one of them let slip some 
hints that she was not mudi an admirer of dry 
conversation, and suggested that a little of the 
juice of the grape would enliven the various sub* 
jects we were descanting upon. This appeal to 
our generosity was sure to be responded to, and 
in a trice the bottle was introduced; as the glass 
passed round, we became more and more ani- 
mated and enamoured of each other. . The ladies 
perceiving by our accent that we were recent im- 
portations from the Emerald Isle, took both my- 
self and friend on the weak side, and launched 
forth into a lofty panq;yric upon Irishmen in 
general^ whom they designated as being gallant, 
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oped-mioded, and generous in the extreme; this 
eologiaiti on the national character of oar conn-* 
trymen made us £Eur from being dissatisfied with 
our companions, on the contrary, Wheeler, who 
was more enthusiastic in encouraging these hy- 
perbole compliments than myself, quaflfod an ad- 
ditional glass to each flattering expression, until 
he began to manifest symptoms of inebriation ; 
when he dozed oflf, and gradually fell into a pro- 
found sleep; I endeavoured to rally him, but 
without effect. During theobli^on of my friend 
I exerted myself to supply the chasms in the 
conversation, till it was necessary that the bottle 
should be replenished; this was soon done, and 
the drclii^ glass inspired us with vivacity for a 
short time longer^ but our spirits gradually eva- 
porated, and the conversation was interruptied by 
frequent yawnings and symptoms of drowsiness 
in my companions; for my own part, I was fast 
ft^owing the example of my friend, when I im-> 
agined I heard the ladies whispering together} 
this aroused me a little, and caused me for the 
first time to be rather suspicious of the company 
we had got into, and, as a matter of precaution, 
I took an opportunity, when I thought they were 
not observing me, of slipping nine sovereigns, 
which remained fit>m Mr. Millard's gift, into 
one of my stockings. In this fancied security, I 
yielded to the stupor that oppressed me and was 
soon in a profound sleep. 
In this state of utter insensibility myself and 
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Wbeder e<mtittted vntii we were ermited by 
the kadhulj, wfae enftei^ed Ae roofti and dttfaMI 
to know if we intended to take «p Mr qoarlciM 
there fo^ the night? This hitcrrtigalafy waa re- 
sponded to bj a few yawns and dcpt^tAms of 
dissatiflifisction at h&ttg so nnoetetnofiioti^y dis-^ 
turbed* Harii^ been thus aroused^ We tobketf 
arofind ftr out fair eompamoW) but the iMdhldy,* 
aniicipating; What wa* passing l^ out timi&d, gfave 
M to liddetstand that they had left tt ho«rt' ol^ 
two ^reridlKslyy hiring giren €^>eeial dii^ection^ 
that onr shimbers should not ob aiiy acdOtinf be 
bh3hdn hi tipiDini andj ia «flsi»iet to otit ftmh&t 
faiquuries^ she iafaraied ts that she ktievT iidihitig' 
morte about them thain that tb«jr fm^bM]^ 
firequefeited her hodse. A woird to thi Wi^^ tii^ 
say> is enmigh^ and no doubt was Idlb tpon dtir 
nuids as to the veal charal^iet b1 thi^ hOus^ ISiW 
Wh1diwe!hadbemia^gled. Ufidll tuikinil fbiil 
diadolrcry^ in A hurtied ihkaii&f we poce^M t& 
exattline if our mo^ey wius sei^re; itoar^ely hilcl 
m^ ootopanito thrust his Miids imb fatir po(4E6t»> 
than be cfaaagM eolow^ tffid eatoMihed #i(A a i^le^ 
ful countenauce^ *' Blood ahd ^(ydnA^^ Fkgg,- tKkf 
Bioney id all gone^ I am ruTo^d ibir ^ft^rr Tbid 
sadden ezdaraation by nd iiiead^ aiH^iided rii«»« 
bat initinctitrely applying my band to ftny legi f 
found it qafte bart} I lodked atH^ufffd trtth tinikch 
eoocern for niy stoeklng^ ahd so<>6 ^att^lM^it OH the 
carpety turned inside out> and diu^^ti^d df it^ ^n^ 
tentsi MygtitfdfcmdfibgthlsdiseMArytU^^ 
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leftdily ImagiQed) b«t tnine wub notliH|^.<k»iipai«d 
t0 Ih&t of my friend, who for awkile wfff€»xed iih 
eotiflfolalde Ifor tiis kMft, wMob amoiitK^ to fifty 
pounds, noMMMaxkdiAg that I did all thai po9<» 
9ibly ky in my power to asaaage his sorrow.-^ 
The landlady^ who happened to be present al 
this neene, appeared to enjoy the jcrice, which 
added^cofisid^aUy to« emt morldfloation^ aoKl I 
t^r&y believe^ had[ no« her seat protected her, 
Wheeler wofild have talcen summary Tengeance 
upon' her I he, howeveir, thri^alfened to baire her 
taken before the magistrate^ and punished as an 
aooessaty before the fact, baA as the ke^r of 
a dkorderly hottse, H^ language was far from 
being pdatsMe to the mistress^ who haHooed 
Mt a^ load-as she coald bawl for Jack and 
Jerty I when, almost in an instant, two stout, itt« 
looking feltows made their appearance and, with- 
Ottt deigning ti> inquire into the cause of <yar 
oontention^ ejeoted myself and coinpeliiien into 
the street wiUkOiot mueh eetemony. . 

After considerable ^cussion it was agreed 
that we should put up with omr loss rather than 
run the risk of an exposure. On the way to our 
lodgings mutual r^riminatSoM passed between 
us, my Mend atlributing hia loss solefy to me, 
while I piekdBdyNemoafnnibusAarUsapiff the 
truth of whkh, Wheeler obserred, we had truly 
eifp^i^tieed* 

Having now arrived at the tavern, i repaired 
to my portmanteau, which I unlocked, and found 



the twenty poaods aecwe whieh I bad received 
firom my parents on starting, half of which I ten- 
dered' to my friend, who seemed paaetrated with 
this act of generomty, bat declined to accept it, 
saying be shoiakl for the present appoint me his 
banlcer. After a. short interval Wheeler retired 
to his b^room, as I imagined for the.nigbt, but 
bad not been long absent before he returned in a 
very different teinper ftom what he had been in 
but a few minutes previously, and began to dance 
and caper about in a most extravagant manner, 
as if he had taken Ijsave of his senses, and it was 
some time before he could be brought to a pro- 
per equilibrium ; cm inquiring into the cause ol 
this sudden chfmge of temperament, my friend 
informed, me that he was fifty pounds better off 
than he had any idea of, his mother having pre- 
sented him with a bank note for that sum to 
meet any casual expences that might arise, which 
he had not recollected until that instant, and 
which he prp4uced; this unexpected piece of 
good news adinini^ered no less pleasure to him 
than it did to me, who was unconsciously the 
cause of his loss as well as my own.. : 

After.ventittg forth innumerable imprecations 
on the frail pair by whom we had been, duped, 
we mutually i^reed that we. bad had enpi^b 
of Bristol, and retired to rest at a late hour with 
a resolution to depart the next morning by the 
first eoach* . • : ; 
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CHAPTER XV. 



xHbxt moroiog after breakfasting and discharg- 
ing aur biU^ we proceeded directly to the coaqh 
office, where we mounted the coach and. early 
on the following day we found ourselves in the; 
fiur-famed city of London. It is here every thing, 
nwy be seen that can delight the eye and gladden 
the heart of those who have wherewithal to pro- 
cure the good things of this life, but without a 
little ready cash to meet contingencies it is the 
worst place possible for a human being to set his 
footing for every person here is so absorbed 
with his own affiiirs that he seldom troubles 
himself about those of his.neigbbour. There is 
not a city in Europe in which the vast dispro-. 
portions in the various grades of society are so 
strikingly pourtrayed as in this metropolis: eJe-r 
gant mansions^ splendid equipage^ and superbly 
attired people, are every where to be seen ; but 
let a stranger cum his back upon this grand. dis-t 
play for a while, and enter some of the back lanes 
and alleys, he' will there behold a different race 
of beings, dragging on a miserable and. half fa- 
mished existence, and who look more like sha- 
dows raised from the grave, than human beings 
living in a country overflowing with every iiecesT 
sary for the comfort and happiness of man ; and 
whom he might be led to. imagine were in nowise 
o2 



comprdiended within the scheme of Divine Pro' 
Tidence. Well has it been observed^ '^ that the 
nakedness of the indigl^t might be dotbed from 
the trimmings of the vain." 

In comphny with Wheelfer I visited the ^n- 

dpal atlhlclions ot the nietropolisy «ad the dqr 

iioed' fbr Ms departare having amredi we- pnrticd 

after an eflMthange of be^t wishes Ibar eadh oihcr's: 

filiate wdfane^ for tby part^ I fglt wei^hellaedt 

with 8orh>w as tiie ieoach whidi oosrogred nay 

friend disi^lpeaired from mjr view.- I leaned for 

soiHe tithe i^nst a Urifp-past for tapport^ «nd 

wis only arcnaaed from my fetUaqj^, with the' 

blo^ng ctf a honi h^ the gddrd of on^of the 

evening coaebes that x^hanced to pass at' that mo^ 

menty the soiihd of which operated powerful!]^ on 

my beWldered senses^ for I fanei^ he si^uaded 

Aesewdrds, ^'Arise^Fagg^and 6eo6meagreat 

lawyiNrf' I listened to tbenoteiof the born 

until they died away^ the sounds appeared to inei 

the most harmonicnia tfaiat. I had ever heardi-^ 

«' Wbatr' said I to myself^ starting as if I had 

been aroused from a dreamy ^^ were the witch's 

words prophetits? amiitideed destined Id ber 

come a great lawyer} oradl I iabokiringisDder 

some fdlie ddtision V It is neediest to »f that 

the latter aotion pifevailed^ though i eohfiBta- I 

eoold not altbgethfer dtsmias from hiy nind a 

hope that^ peradventnre, I might one dagr er 

btfaer becoaies what I had long aspiried. lb be^ 

a ^mt legal InmbMcy. S«t ^ksn I rtflaolbd 
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upon the dMorlMS^^ and diMBil fifoif^ts by 
whkb I wid Bocvoimded^ Mth but Kule money 
und no frieiMk^ k a^^Mied ntaA to inMnity to 
entertain for a moment audi a oUraerical idea. 
Pidl of these conflictioi^ notions, I retraoed my 
stops to %be inn vAiete I lodged^ and ietixed to 
vest ly^y Impressed wttii my firiendless and for« 
lom eotiditkm^ Nesxt marokig after tweakfast 
I salHed forth in qnesiKif employment, but with- 
mnenoeeasi tAd eantthned this^OMtee for several 
days> fetnming at nighfl quite depressed in spi- 
Tto, a»d liot n littto diapleaaed with myself and 
the worlds 

One day I Mtered aeolBfed shop to take some 
refljieshment) and had sdatoely taken my seat 
tn^hen a man of t^ery FS^peetafble appearance en- 
tei*ed> and piaoed himself in the box before me ; 
we soon feH into ecm^rsittioih and «fter exhaust- 
ing the cef&e house topiea of the day, the stran^ 
ger asked me if I was not a natinre of Ireland ? 
On my ftn^wering in <lhe «Atttative, he f^wre me 
lx> tuiderstand that Us' gtiadmother was a native 
^f Ibas coimtry^ and that he was tery much 
biassed in lanmt'of :ita inhabilimts; that he 
never was more di^igbted jthan when in the 
^Mnpeny of Idshmen> wh<>m be eulogized a^ 
warm-hearted 4md :&ealoue in "their attachments. 
These «dahitoxy rMi^its <m the attributes of 
UEiy t^ounttytnebi with many others equally flat-- 
^evkigy {ytttposaessed me ao muieli in favour of 
ibe ^spaakitt*^ «kat I withotit besiiAtion unfolded 



ta him every cirounstanoe oiainficted with my* 
self, and my present unfaiKiiinible prospects; he 
expressed much ooiieeixi for the state in which I 
was placed, and after a pause of a few minutes' 
duration, begtn, in this manner, '^ Weil, well, it 
is Tcry unfortunate that we are not better ac- 
quainted, as I should not hesitate, to appoint you 
to a situation which is now in my gift, in one of 
the departm.eAts in Somerset House, it was only 
yesterday the derk who filled it was discharged 
for embezzlement; I am therefore very ctratious, 
as you may suppose, as to the person I sludl se- 
lect as his successor; it is truly unfortunate that 
we know so little of each other, otherwise I 
should be glad to give you the preference, as I 
am inclined to thiuk you, would faithfully dis* 
charge its duties.'' I assured the stranger (whose 
name was Watson) with .much earnestness, that 
the most implicit reliance might be placed in my 
integrity and hoi^^, apd rather than be guilty 
of any thing mean or dishonourable, I would aa* 
orifice my liC^ ** Ay, ay/' said Mr. Watson, " it 
is all very well to say so^ but what guarantee 
have I that you will act up to your word >" " It 
is true," I rejoined, " you have do other guaran^ 
tee than my verbal promijs^, but you may depend 
upon its strict fulfilment." ^^ Welli well^" he re- 
torted, ^^ I shall meet you herp «^ain to-morrow 
about the sfime time, and in .£h^ interim I shall 
decide whether you shall h;ave the appointment 
or a friend wko hasv$ry piQch Jmportoned me 



for it." After f^mog vent to his feelingB for soiqq 
time in this manner, he paused^ and placing hi^ 
hand on his head^ as if a sadden thought had 
struck him, observed, ^^ I am just about to retire 
to a public-house where I generally spend an 
idle hour or two in the evening over a pipe and 
a ^ass of whatever comes in the w&y, anul if you 
can b^ar me company for a short time we shall 
talk matters further/' As I was already prepos- 
sessed in favour of my new acquaintance, whom 
I looked upon as a person of integrity and good 
nature, it is scarcely necessary to remark that I 
at once embraced the invitation. After a few 
minutes' walk we entered a public-house off the 
St^apd, and having taken our seats in the parlour 
my companion was recognized by some of the 
persons assembled, who were discussing with the 
greatest gravity the affairs of the nation, in which 
those of Ireland formed no inconsiderable fea* 
ture- During the evening one testy old gentle- 
man who sat in the corner, smoking his pipe and 
qua^mg deep potations, complained of the great 
influx of people from the latter kingdom, to the 
manifest injury of the productive classes of this 
country; an evil which he asserted cou)d only 
be counteracted by a good system of poor laws. 
I contended that no man should be conipelled to 
contribute to the support of another^ whether 
deserving or not, but that the relief of his un* 
fortunate or indigent fellow-creature should be ^ 
voluntary act, and free from l^islative enact* 



ttietAi and that Hi6 paotUmpAAchwertin'* 
tedded for the relief of the aged and infitm wet^e 
frequently held oat a& a species Of prembm to the 
able-bodied to become indolent and improvident. 
This Tie\^ of the subject was warmly espoused 
by Mh Whiatm, Who re^ktarkefd th^t be fttUy con- 
curred in the JtistheSs of tify dbservatiotis, tod 
added that it was natoral to^!xpe^t that enter-* 
prising young men WOtild be attracted to the 
trface where industry Wtl» en<^anragl!d^ and talent 
rewarded. On the other hand^ devehd of the 
company ^potr^ed the opinion of my adversary $ 
bnt, it gating lat«, they gradtially dispersed 
Wlthottttiomtng to any ooftchlsioli. 

On being left alone iviih Mr. Watson^ b6 tarn<« 
ed the (ionver^tion to the snares that youngs and 
inexperietieed people are exposed to in the me^ 
tropolis^ painted out some Of the inniimerable 
trickd tha* are daily phictised' upon thennwaty^ 
and warned me bf them with so much earnest-* 
ness and good nature^ Ihal I considered it a for^ 
tunate circumstance that threw me in his way; 
AftcH^ we had pushed the gla^i^ about for some 
time, I pat my hand in my pocket and drew out 
itiy money^ which Consisted of a ten pound note 
and three boireteignt. Mr. Watson, on p^rceiiring 
Ibi^^ expkM^d hls^nrpride that I should carry 
my money Ibosdy itf my pocket, and asked if I 
did not use a ptii^^e^; on my answering in the 
Acgatl^ he pulled One from his pocket and* beg* 
ged my atx^ptaiiee ttit, at the same tiMe ob^ 
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seittegi thiit tMHi tey l^rmid6i<^ he wotild plttce 
the blil4ni?e of tiMi ttida^jr, (attioaiitilig ta mdtm 
po«Bd»5 bitf Ibg Oibangted dfi6 df tbe so^&f^iigQs td 
pfty A^ reekdokig} iii the ptirse. HIM oflbr bp^ 
^eiited to me sd cdtMidetaC^ thtit I did Hdt best^ 
t»ie Id band bifn tbd Aidnisy^ Whteb I 8Up|kMNS4 
be bMt depd^lljd ih the piifs^^ ire pftH^ed ittttiie-^ 
diately afterwards, tmdei' tm ^tigiig^ttieiit to tiieide 
i^fi tbeneiiEt day a€ th^ plac<ei appoidtdd. 

I retamed id my iiid, add i^eti^ed to bed mtb^ti 

elated with my ^dpeaing prbsp^ets. Next moni'^ 

hig wh^d I ai^dse^ WOri^ Ht^ idadeqtiate to deptot 

filyagitalldii and sai^rilsedn dhtddveridg that my 

money b^d beeh absti^ctl^ by Wat^Od^ ^d a 

fladh ddte^ and im> farl^iDg^ sitibitifdted iaitei 

st«iMl. 1 thr^'W' myself dpdd Dh^ b^d id a state of 

mhidbdi^erlfigtlpbli dlstMetSi^, alt^rdately be- 

waMfidg day lo^s, ^ttri^D^ ihy o#n credulity and 

tbe aiiotttidrel that bad pldddered me^ After 

mme time spent in this idanb^>> I basiened 

fo tiie c^flfee hdiise, def erttiined dd ehasti^iug the 

tiHalnbywhddi I had beed n^bed, bdteould 

gtean do idteSfi^iice reldpedfiitg b!dij> hi tbe 

eirening I impaired to tM public bbnse^ but With 

iio better sfidcesSi I foadied Ihroilgh the streets 

dtfdeg lihe lest df the day in an tig^y df despair 

and tetited to bed >]dlie gloomy and discodsolate) 

as I lay do^^m I beg^ to tUminiiie id the follow^ 

big strain z-^H^t'e I tttd> irobbed df diy all by a 

desi|;iring «tid odpriddipted seontidrel, of wbas^ 

eK^xmtpm battery ( iio^ beeb mO^Hbk «h]^ $ 
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in a stimoge place, without a {AetA to uriiom I 
can ap(riy for advice or assustanoe ; bad I taken 
tlie.oouu8el of my parents I should have avoided 
all this; butala^! how obstinate and perverse 
has been my conduct : rather, however, will I 
perish than return home under, these degrading 
circumstances.— -I .continued in this melancholy 
strain until overpowered by sleep. 

Having breakfasted the n^xt morning, I paid 
my bill for the preceding .night, and found my* 
sdf in possession of only seven shillings, and. 
sixpence; with this sum at my command I pro* 
ceeded into the street, and soon unconsciously 
found myself in Fetl^er Lane ; I had not gone far 
before I espied a hill in a window announcing, 
^* Single men taken in and €hne/br.'* The sin- 
gularity of this announcement occasioned me to 
pause before the house; a private lodging was 
what I had been in quest of ever since the de- 
parture of ipy frieiKl Wheeler, but I deferred 
taking one from day to day in the hope that I 
should succeed in obtuning a situation, when I 
purposed getting finally fixed and thereby save 
the trouble of a second removal ; however I was 
now brought to such an exlireqiity that it could 
not be delayed any longer. I entered the house 
and made known the object of my visit to an an- 
tiquated dame, by whom I was piloted to a room 
on the second floor, denominated the ^^ two pair 
back,'' the furniture of which consisted of a flock 
bed and ^o or three rush-bottomed chains, oon^ 
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siderably the worse for wear. To Ibis apai»taieiit 
I became tenant at three sbilliugs and sixpence 
per week^ which the landlady informed me was. 
the rent paid by my predecessor^ who she said 
was a poet. My recent adventure with Watson 
being uppermost in my mind^ induced me to ask 
the good woman what she meant by single men 
being ^'done for.'' She replied that sometimes 
her lodgers wished to have breakfast got for 
them, or a chop or steak cooked^ or little mat-- 
ters of that kind, for which she made but a tri- 
fling extra charge 3 this explanation satisfied my 
scruples and I took possession that- night, havii^; 
previously conveyed my luggage thitiier, which 
was by no means an herculean task. 
: For several days I went forth from this dneary 
abode in the most agonized state of mind every 
morning, in the hope that some favourable cir^ 
cumstance might turn up, and returned again ia 
the evening in the same dejected and disap* 
pointed temper. I had been nearly a fortnight 
in the house without having any commnnicatioa 
with any of its inmates except Mrs. Farley, my 
landlady, with whom one morning, whilst jiving 
insitructipns respecting my linen, which stood i^ 
need of the operations of the washerwoman, I fell 
into conversation, in the course of which she 
gave me to understand that she was a laundress 
herself, and in-^the habit of attending to cbam^ 
bers, and that her husband was one of the Temn 
fie porters. Finding her very communicative^ I 
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imparted to beif some particolars relative to my^ 
self, whereupon she invited me to breakfast, a fit-* 
vour I most readily accepted, and sat down with 
herself and spouse, who was a dapper little man 
with a face as capacious as a filll moon. Having 
apprised him that Intras bred to the profession of 
the law and out of employ, I expressed a hope 
that if he should bear of any thing that would be 
likely to suit me^ he^ Would keep me in his recol^^ 
lectidn. Mr. Farley, Who was a most loquadoucr 
petsonage^ held out but slender hopes to me of 
success, by observing that '^ there were a greatt 
number of ybting men connected With the law 
out of employ, and that for his own part he could 
not form the-most remote idea how half of them 
livedo indeed," he continued, **yau could not 
ha¥e bee6 Mt in a Worse time than the present^ 
tbe long Vacation df^wing hear, and instead of 
addition^ hands bdtig employed, it is more prb-< 
blMe that a gre^t many will be got rid of/' At 
this piece of dispiiiling intelligence I felt ex^ 
ttemdy cb^iined, and should have been much 
more gratified had he kept his opinion' to himself. 
After breakfM I departed from the house, quit^ 
^ardless of^ the direetiofi 1 took i lost iii tfad 
contemplation of itiy forlorn tUid destitute con-^ 
dition, haviiig pledged my troWsers some dvy^ 
previously for a (ti^ killings, the last of which 1 
had paited with that morning, without the small** 
est prospect df (ny finances being ifcplenished. 
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Wrrfidtrr fcflowing Either I wfcs going, in * 
slate of in^tes^rlbttbte perplexity snd glooofi I 
Wtod^red f^ii<>iigh the city uiktil I found myself 
uetar a coiicb dffic<K in Ortdechttt'eh-Btr^et, and was 
ttlt^^sed ffO^ tiiy mehAdhoiy by sotne petsoti 
oilKng oflt^ « Hollo, Pagg, Is thtti jtrnV* I turn- 
ed ill the direction ftorti whence I tbottght the 
toice proceeded, bat cOiild not recogtii^e any 
pettfoft ^hoi^e featured were fi^thiliar to tne, and 
m^^ khma tnoflug tS wkeh the same voice bawt^ 
ted oiit io«eWbM Ibrid^, «I iay, Peigg, my boy, 
hoWare ybvP i taisof^d I'ouiid aiitd strveyed 
attentively the i>ttsaedgM on the outside of the 
coach, which Was jtl^t ^bdtit starting, when I 
cibsem^ 6ii^ Whosie fkee I thotight I ktiew, but 
Mtild Mt bring to fhy recollection where I htA 
i»eeo him j I stared at him for some time without 
ntteiiiig a word^ until Ih^ sttatiger rdi^ed me 
ftom suspense by exclaiming ^'Zouhds! FVigg, 
has tt few yeltrs iatAe stich a Vast altet*ation iil 
mb thkt you do tiot- remeitiber youf old fi^ieUd 
#enks?'' Altnbst doiibtiiig my senses, I lieplied^ 
*' Is it possible that I behold thf old sk^hdol'- 
fellow Jehks?" "Ay, ay,*' he answered, •^th^ 
very idtotidil pertlou/' Aftef ttlis mutual recog- 
ttltiob. Which wSto followed by a hearty shak* 
of the hadd, my fHend gate fne to understand 
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that he was about visiting Greenwich fur^ and 
as the coach would start in a very few minutes, 
be could not say all that be desired in the in* 
terim, and requested me to favour him with 
my company thither; this invitation I at first de* 
qlined^ giving him to understand in a low wbis*- 
per that my exchequer was not adequate to the 
incidental expenses. This objection was so<»i 
Qveirruled by Jenks, who told me not to trouble 
myself about expenses, as it would go hard with 
bim if he could not furnish the needful supplies 
for one day. Further solicitation was useless, I 
therefore ascended the coach, and seated myself 
by the side of my friend, and was soon engaged 
with bim in the discussion of our school- boy 
freaks, particularly the step-ladder a^r, at which 
he laughed heartily. In a short time we. found 
ourselves on the road to Greenwich. 

This sudden and unexpected meeting tended 
to dissipate in a great measure my melimcholy 
thou^ts and reflections, to which the novelty of 
the scene contributed not a little. As we pro* 
ceeded on our journey each side of the road was 
thronged with pedestrians of bqtti sexes and of 
every rank and station, from the first rate swell 
down to the itinerant dealer in hotcodiins; as 
well as the fashionable belle who endeavours to 
supply by art what nature has denied, decorated 
in supe^uous flounces, down to the scullery 
maid tossed out in hef Sunday finery;, on the 
road were to be. seen carriages of various sorts 
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and sizes, conveying mttltitudes to the great scene 
of attractions whose cheerful smiles fully testified 
their inward 8at]3fa€tion ; now and then a miS' 
emble donkey might be seen dra^ng three or 
four fifibwomen or greengrocers' wives in crazy 
vehides, not unfreqvently treating them with a 
spill, or bneak-idown; along the road were nu-^ 
oierous swings well Qlled with customers, who 
seemed to set at nought every thing in the shape 
of danger ; while apart from these might be seen 
a lovii^: douple enjoying, the refreshment of a 
^tsim or two. of curds and whey, the gentle-* 
man dressed out in his gayest attire, while the 
lady's white dress wilihout speck, or spot seemed 
to challrage competition ; in a word, the scene 
was altogether so animating and diversified, that 
I f^lt highly gratified. Having arrived at the ter- 
mination of our journey we alighted, and I pro<- 
ceeded.in company with Jeuks to Greenwich 
Park, in every pmrt of which were congregated 
together merry groups engaged in various amuse- 
ments, of which a pastime called kiss-in-the«'ring 
£Drmed not the least conspicuous; apart from 
these on the rising ground might be seen groups 
of both sexes racing down. a steep hill with fear- 
ful velocity, and whose speed is not unfrei|uently 
rewarded by innumerable sprains and contu-- 
sions ; , still further on you behold a man whose 
garb and weather-beaten visile at once attest 
his calling, fmd who will not fail to invite you to. 
vi^w through his teleacope the surrounding see?- 



Q(9ryi ftoaroety hw^ you wmplM ivith Us pres* 
aing ioyiialaoQ £liui jKonr att»tioD if particalarly 
direct^ to Ojroisnvicih HospUal^ llmt nobfe pik, 
ChO le89 coD$picttoii$ for iis. ornameot thao for its 
IlitUityf attd whieb neflectft the higfasst credit oo 
thie couo-try, tfibrdlog as it doas anasyiuia for 
tbe sha-Ueoed and debilitated firatties.of her hardfy 
and intrepid sons, whose youtk aiid vigoar hwm 
been devoted to her servioe; a Ikde fiirdier on 
and yoa.come in contact with ihe thimble^iig 
gen^) who by volnbfli^ of tpngae find dexterity 
of hand, ace tiraasferring the cash froHi the podc* 
ets of their wandering anditors into their own ) 
you next fn^ in with parties of die gipsy tribe 
aotiyely engaged in their vocal^ of enfolding 
fiiturity to the cvednlou and unwary. 

Returning 6om the park we visited the fair; 
here again the grand system of trickery and de* 
ception is carried to «n incredil4e ^sctent. Here 
harleqnin and coliinibine by their tdoks, garabds 
and low -buffoonery, and the (eowms with patched 
dieelcs, daubed foreheads, al|d> immense whis- 
kers, with their broad grimaee, frightful contor- 
tions, and unbridled alasgand gabble, divert the 
look^ni on, while t^eir confederates are exerting 
1^1 their iaculties to fleece the astonished and 
g^>ing multitude; here Richardson and his cele- 
brated tffoop might t>e seen brandishing their 
baltle^aites and eachibiting amazing feats, as a 
sample of the performances within, to witness 
w:hich countless numbers aserad the temporary 
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fof wild iM me\l m ts^pie Mi9)i^ ip^tes tba 
guping crowd, as the mQs% rar? apd splepdid 
^pUeptioD ipigprpp^^ fmd tb^ pr4>W(989 of ike lioB 
and the docility of the elephant .«tre ,eKtolJ^ in 
Ibe ipfDBt iemgg|3r»l^d A^me; oq th^otbef side 
w§i^ imtimmrrt^ booths, pooMii^g dwfe) gi^ 
#(9(8^ chiidmo witj^ (tWiQ h^4$f wfmmn witbauit 
tmem^, and other imoiMait^rpsiitie^ pf naitiiice; h^ 
Sides A BwUiiSirions vaDi^Hy of miaor (si^tbitions, 
foDW^ snfib a betforogfimons nmture as fi^aii 
ji^araetf b^:iQ9isgii»9d; the.antio^ nwnifiy, }ow 
jftstsj mi mMd langnage of this ymQvm skow^ ' 
mm wane aa dMriecsifiod a$ tbck oppdey MHi^ 
fi^mUk, md t\mr irgcif^eous jewrtiops to attii^l; 
quatom^^vatdftd by the sprii^iiiig of ratiles, 
td99N4ng of Imn^pels, beating of drums,. duging 
of ienormoiis bella, itbimderitng on soporpvs got^, 
and hammering away on iron pots, kettlcus, and 
f^M^g-panp, produced a scene pf .ooa/EasiQii »nd 
a.biwible.dUi^Bd uproar alroosj; suflSiclieiM; to 
awajcen the. dead ^ tbeir graves^ 

^s.tb^ night advanced weentes«d a spj^did 
booth, beaai^ly illumioated. with tbousapds of 
rariegaled latops, hapgrag in festoons round the 
sides and at:the«pperend iirranged to represent a 
most brilliant Crown and AnchoiTi that being the 
designation by whiohi this booth waa distinguish- 
ed; this place is chiefly devoted to the ^muset 
ment jof danoiBg, and tine sprightly stiTaios 0^ 
aereral bands pf ipusic inspired the votatiosof 
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that exUlirating pastime, which was kept up 
with great spirit by huDdreds of both sexes till 
long after midnight, when it became the scene of 
the most shameless profligacy and disgusting 
blackguardism. 

My mind was so intently. absorbed in the con- 
templation of these novel scenes, and in reflec- 
tions on their contaminating influence on the 
minds of young people, more particularly females, 
who were inconsiderately drawn into their vor- 
tex, that I missed my friend Jenks in the crowd; 
to add to my mortification, not having suflScient 
funds to pay the coach fare to town, I was com- 
pelled to join the pedestrians, and did not reach 
my lodgings until the morning was far advanced; 
however, being very much fatigued I laid down 
to rest, sadly chagrined at the casual circum- 
stance which had separated me from my com^ 
panion. 

It was neariy noon before I awoke ; I dressed 
, myself and went forth into the street, uncertain 
which way to direct my course, or how to pro- 
cure my next meal, until I fortunately recol- 
lected that Jenks, while on the coach, had pre- 
sented me with his card; 1 hastily thrust *my 
hands into my pockets and fortunately found it. 
I immediately proceeded according to the direc« 
tion thereon, and to my unspeakable pleasure 
found my friend in a stationer's shop in the Black* 
friars Road; my reception was as warm and as 
friendly as could well be expected, dinner was 
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ordered to be got ready mthout deby. ,We had 
scarcely sfit down before the dioner was brought 
in by a tall comely women^ whom he introduced 
to me as his spouse, and whose manners and 
behaviour I found very agreeable. After an ex-^ 
cellent dinner, which was enlivened by the joci|- 
larity of my friend, Mrs. Jenks having retired 
and left us together, I commenced the conver^r 
sation by recurring to my departure from the 
school, and inquired of my friend how he had 
proceeded to attain his present situation. He 
observed that my curiosity should be. gratified, 
and that if the detail would not be too tedious he 
wpuld give me a concise account of his career 
from the time of our separation. On signifying 
that so far from his account being tedious, I 
should be highly gratified by hearing it, he » pro- 
ceeded as narrated in the following chapter. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

** My fother as you are aware was a slater, and 
not having' constant employ, was compelled to 
place me with a gentleman in the capacity of 
valet de chambrey in the hope that from my small 
earnings he would derive some assistance in 
bringing up the younger branches of the family. 
I continued in this, menial situation for some 
time,: but it by no means accorded with my 

H 
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fedings, abd I therefore determined to relin- 
ijfaisb it as 9oon as an opportunity offered. One 
day having accidentally met an acquaintance^ 
who was a sailor on board one of the packets 
whidi ply between Waterfbrd and Liverpool, I 
eommnnicated to him my antipathy to my sltu^ 
k&nia, and my- desire to see the world; he gene- 
rously promised to procure me a passage gratili 
to' the latter place. It is scarcely necessary to 
observe that I embraced the ofifer thus made 
with avidity, and packing up my scanty ward-- 
robe, I took a hasty farewell of my family and 
friends, and set out for Waterford in company 
with my companion; in a few days I embarked 
onboard the packet, and after a quick passage 
safely arrived in Liverpool, from thence I set' out 
on foot for London where I reached after a jour- 
ney of three days. Here I wandered about for 
some weeks in search of employment, but with- 
out success ; in the mean while I had spent all 
my money, and disposed of every article upon 
which I could raise any to meet my daily neces- 
sities ; and soon found myself reduced to all the 
horrors of starvation, without the mo&t distant 
prospect of averting it. I continued in this state 
for some ti^e, exposed to the inclemency of the 
5t?eatber, withouH: either food or raimeilt, and 
v(?as» JTi^queutly compelled to lay my ; wearied 
limbs;:under some archway, or at the step of 
some door ; often did I contemplate the perpe*- 
tratiou^f thei horrible crime of suicide" as the 
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only means of terminatiing my earthly sufiPerings, 
but kind Providence invariably interposed and 
prevented' me from committing so rash an act. 
One night in particular; I was so exhausted by 
fat^ue and hunger, that I laid myself down at 
the steps of this house, unable to proceed fur- 
ther : my moans attracted the attention of the 
kind-hearted man who then occupied it^ and he, 
on being made accjudbted with my forlorn con- 
dition, had me brought in, and humanely directed 
proper nourishment to be administered to me at 
intervals, until I gradually recovered.- My good 
benefactor, not content with what he had done, 
took me into bis employ. Stimulaited by a sense 
of gratitude for his benevolence, I resolved to 
leave nothing undone to prove myself worthy of 
the kindness he had manifested towards me^, and 
so far succeeded by my diligence, sobriety, and 
attention, that on his decease, which occurred 
about twelve months ago, I found he had left me 
a l^acy of fifty pounds, ais a token of his une- 
quivocal approbation of my conduct. His wido w^ 
havifig been left in possession of the house and 
•stock in trade, besides some funded property, 
continued me in the management of the business 
for some time, and has recently become my 
wife; so that fortune seems now disposed to 
make amends in some measure for her former 
desertion of me." 

Ihirizig the relation of my friend I felt sensibly 
tjouched with his sufferings and not a little pleas- 
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ed at thdr alleviatioQ. Jenks now desired in his 
turn to know the particolars of my fortune; in 
this I gratified him by recapitulating the prece- 
ding events, at which he was strongly aflfected, 
and we could not refrain from commiserating 
each other on our mutual misfortunes. We did 
not separate until late, and not before I had pro- 
mised my friend to renew my visit on the fol- 
lowing day, who generously slipped a sovereign 
into my hand, observing that I could return it 
when fortune favoured me: I expressed my 
thanks to him for this advance, and promised to 
repay it the very first opportunity. 

Next morning I entered a coflee-house to take 
my break&st and digest the news of the day; 
having carefully inspected the advertisement part 
of the broad sheet, which was to me the most 
interesting portion of it, I noticed a vacancy for 
a copying clerk in an attorney's oflSce at the west 
end of the town, I procured the necessary uten* 
siis, and soon penned what I considered a suit- 
able answer; that no time should be lost in its 
delivery I resolved to be the bearer of it myself, 
and set out on my errand. Not being yet well 
a( quainted with town, on my way back I wan- 
dered into Soho Square; seeing a number of 
well-dressed persons enter a door on the western 
side of the square, and perceiving no obstruction, 
1 was induced to increase the number, and soon 
found myself in what I afterwards learned to be 
the Soho Bazaar. The neatness and elegance of 



the place and the various articles exhibited^ as 
well as the pretty damsels who superintended the 
stalls, so much absorbed my attention that I 
pushed against a v^ry fashionably attired female, 
whose pardon I craved for, my awkwardness. 
The lady perceiving by my accent that I was a 
native of the Emerald Isle, put several questions 
to me respecting some Irish families of distinc- 
tion, with whom she appeared to be acquainted, 
which 1 answered apparently to her satisfaction. 
The conversation then turned upon the different 
objects around us, on which we descanted in a 
very friendly and familiar manner; on parting 
she presented me with her card, and gave me 
to understand that if I was likely to continue in 
town for any time, she would be happy to see 
me when my other engagements would permit; 
I thanked her for the invitation, of which I pro- 
mised to avail myself. I secretly chuckled at this 
piece of good luck, which I hoped to turn to 
some account, and watched her movements with 
much concern till she quitted the bazaar, but my 
surprise may be readily imagined, when I beheld 
her enter a very handsome phaeton drawn by a 
pair of greys, and drove off in true aristocratic 
style; she had no sooner disappeared from my 
view than I eagerly examined her card, which 
was inscribed ^^ Lady C-~— , Portman Square." 
My joy on reading this was indescribable; alrea- 
dy I anticipated the fulfilment of the prognosti- 
cations of my friend Wheeler and my fortune 
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ma^; on. tbe other hmd I nftected thttt, should 
I hitv0 misconstFued her .ladyship's intentions 
an4 b^ disftppouated ia my: expectations^ I could 
nol be .much worse off. than I was at present. . 

'rhe9e meditajbions occiipied my mind; until I 
reached my lodgings^^ from HEbeboe I {proceeded 
dtfcictly^o fthe;beuse|QCvF<tDk8> tUfwhom I related 
thejckourastanoe: :he seemed la think that her 
Myshipbadfiakeii one q{ thdse'^strailge ftncies 
that peo{de sorn^iine^ dq^pti' a^ v^ty s^ght ac- 
qnaiiiJtaiiee^iaaditlrewtM most ^fiK^rable 4nfe^ 
neDi^emfroniL the inititadony luid %tten^y reooiii*^ 
mclBdfi^ Abal; I ahrald iKOtite(^ls(i>ftM<Mifte dn^iOp^ 
portonitir feacBpis; r^Uixfai i'AU yi^g^miai Tlntii^ 
nktAbA to jay fiSetid tfaatlagteft^^ appbai^ti^ 
^i^(Qf Oip: 6ai dobsidemik)]!; • dkid'. thai' '^ ^thi 
jQjeaenti oooasioa the ^$itices 6f\)tt>Qt^f W 
thfirfsialUioy #oyld: be «t^ alcteplatlilk dj^bl^ 
at:oQcel.tbdk the. faint, dbdUtfttdd^d %^'^ftU 
very: day toi.hift tailoii^^who ^p^li^^'Bi^ <i4ti&'il 
suit o^cbthes.madi^as Aft a^liM d^aMsd^^^M 
Oietort.styledf ashiori/^^^^^'i ""^ ni'-v:r.-:> iIvim:! 

.WMiug thus ,beeii, 6nabjed;> 10 adsi|«i# '^t'ibk^ 
tei^l appearaBce of a igentkmat^ 1 ddtenriiiliedi 
b) pay her ladyship arisit/ anid acbdrdidgijr prol 
cei&d^ to her re^idence. The door' \^as; ofiened 
by a. servant dressed in gold lace UVery,whade^ 
sired to know my pjeasarfe;. whicti I signified by 
expressing a desire to see her Jgdyi^ip* ^' Pray^,''' 
said he, <'. what is the nature of your business 2^^ 
I retorted rather peevishly, that it was not ne-^ 
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eeasary that he ahouM be in poflaetaiciii of it.-***- 
'^ Perhaps tbeV' said he^ '^you^ iv&ll.fatvour me 
with your card." ^^ That yon shall hare/' Ite* 
pli^, ^f provided I have got one about me/' J 
fumbled in my poclscts^ aa if qndeayomriDgrito 
procure one, but to uo purpose^ •and for the beat 
of all reasons^ because. I never had any. \ Altera 
shfort paase». I g»re him to uiiderBtand that I .had 
forgotten j^y cafd caae^ but if he anmrnmced id 
her ladyship the name of Fa^^ it would answer 
equally asi well. ? ^' Vtgg^ did ybn say, sir ?• ' in- 
t^VQ^at^d tbi$ presumiptuoua lackey; 1 answeD^ 
ed ill tbeaflSnuAtiv^ innilhaQa^sarlyitone^ t^on 
tbia he w/sut afif^ matteriioff in aa it didixU imiuaMr 
tills mim ^^ Fa|^> Fag^/' Hs he tveataloii^, whi^ 
8j9f»iEie4f9ivatty.toamusB; biml; <in a ireryahoit 
tMPS h^tn^roed ag^BiA; and desired me in a veiqr 
8gbP»i9si>ir^'tMeto:foU6fiR>hitti;' i uhbesitatingfy 
fipmpiied^ iMsdaft^ asoendiag one! ptir of .stiies^ 
Wia4 mhescd infolt^vpresciioB^ 
3^rho»r:b^iif alcNftcf, reofdwHi'.nie.<in)«imoslboar^ 
t^U9iQwni»:v.. I i|p0U^ediitaher.la(^^8l»plQlr 
MlS} liberty i liid: tdkei in accordance w[i$h bsr 
l^hip^s:kilid(dntiitedam < iLadyOt^^-^-vdesSred 
00^ not to^ stand upon oeiemoiqr, and ^expressed 
tymeb bapphiBss at soabtkg) iamf. our. conMfaa** 
tiOiy iwhioli at first was formal and usserred, 
gmdHaUy giew.morevfarailiapr aa we proceedeil, 
unttlit was.int|orruptfd;:bgf>iE^ybung^1aidy^of motft 
engaging a^ipearanee entering the ropm^ who was 
fdhouttb withdraw when* she parcelled me; blit 
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Mag desired by her ladyship to approach, she 
advanced and, having made her obeisance to 
me, gave her mamma to understand that she was 
quite ready. Her ladyship no sooner received 
this intimation, than, rising from her seat, she 
informed me that they were just about taking an 
airing in the park for an hour or so, and if I 
oould favour her with my company to dinner she 
should be most happy; an invitation which I 
neaifily accepted. 

Having taken leave for the present, I returned 
directly to the house of my friend, and commu- 
nicated to him the result of my visit ; he was no 
less delighted than myself at my favourable pros- 
pects; The rest of the day was devoted to setting 
off my person to the best advantage, and, vanity 
apart, 1 made no despicable figure. As the time 
drew nigh, 1 set out for her ladyship's mansion, 
and arrived there exactly at the hour fixed ; on 
my name, being announced, I was escorted to 
the dining room, where her ladyship and daugh* 
ter were waiting my arrival ; having expressed 
my apprehensions le&t I should have detained 
them, we sat down to an excellent dinner. As it 
would be superfluous to describe what it con- 
sisted of, let it suffice that there was every thing 
the most fastidious epicure could desire, and in 
divers glasses of sparkling champagne I drank 
to her ladyship's bq^ter acquaintance. Miss C— 
said bat very little during the time that she sat 
at dioi^r^and that little only when spoken toi 
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she seemed to labour under that distant and 
reserved manner which people generally experi- 
ence on a.first acquaintance. After this^ tea and 
supper followed; in a word^ during the time 
that I remained, I feasted as sumptuously as any 
rational creature could desire. Her ladyship 
having at length signified her pleasure that her 
daughter should retire to rest, I arose too for ^ 
that purpose, it getting rather late, but seeing 
me inclined to retire too, she desired I should 
resume my seat, with which I complied. Her 
ladyship not b^ing now restrained by the prev 
sence of a third party, in a very friendly manner 
entered into conversation with me, by inquiring 
how long I had been in London, and as to whe- 
ther my stay was temporary or permanent; hav- 
ing satisfied her in these particulars, and detailed 
such others as 1 supposed would be likely to 
excite her sympathy, she expressed herself much 
interested in my future welfare, aiid conducted 
herself in such a manner as to leave no doubt on 
my mind that I had made considerable pro- 
gress towards securing her good opinion. I was 
not mistaken in this conjecture, for her ladyi^hip 
taking me by the hand^ which jshe gently pressed, 
confessed that she felt a strong bias in my favour, 
and that she would willingly promote my happi- 
ness as far as lay in her power; I acknowledged 
this declaration in the most grq^teful expressions. 
After a short pause she handed me a latch key, 
saying, ^^ Take this, at the rear of this house is 
h2 
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a.prinite entrance^ fbe door of which it wffl ita- 
loekf be there eicactiy a» the clock strikes tirelve 
Bhd I shall be sure to meet you and eonduot^Kto 
hither; depart hence at once^ and he punctual 
to the time fixed. . I took my leave, {Mromismg 
imididtly to follow her directions. Tivo lackeys 
bowed me'OHl^ and I returned their bivilities in 
the same way, not having any thing more sub- 
stantial to bestow. 

When I got into the street I was at a loss how 
to dispose of myself for an hour, the clock having 
but just strupk eleven 3 during this time I per* 
ambulated the streets, and variqus were my sur- 
mises as to the ambiguous behaviour of her 
ladyship, as she had studiously avoided any allu- 
sion to herself or family connections. Sornetimes 
I imagined that she had some design in contem- 
plation into which she hoped to entrap me) and 
sometimes I fancied that from the circumstance 
of her having entrusted me with the key, and the 
friendly manner in which she had expressed her« 
self, she bad inclinations towards me which she 
wished to remain a mystery to every one except 
ourselves : amid these conflicting ideas the ap-* 
pointed hour arrived. I repaired to the rear of 
the house, as I imagined, and applying the key 
to the lock of the door made repeated attempts 
to unlock it, but without success; at length, 
losing my patience at the idea of being thus 
baulked, I applied my shoulder to the door and 
forced it open 5 scarcely had I done so ere two 



166f 

feUo^v» in liveiy .ra8kedvfQr\i^avd> a iM 

their prisoner^ wd^ .alinost in the sanies breathy 
accused meofian intenlioii to commit a barglary. . 
rpoFOtested my iunooeoee^ and that I had neWr 
even thought ofimoli a: things but in vain; they 
detained me .until a waitchman arrired. In the 
interim * I was raiirounded by several meniab 
who» after saccesstvaly loolting me fall in the 
fade, exclaimed, f^ Who would have thought it !^ 
My blood boiled frith indignation^ at this imper* 
tiuence, and T should, have taken summary ven- 
geance upon some of 'those present, had not the 
guardian of the oij^ made his appearance, be- 
tween whom and one of the servants I was es- 
corted to the watchi-hou9e. On th6 way thither, 
reflecting on the disgrace attending an ordeal 
heiore a magistrate, though conscious of my in- 
nocence^ the bare i<ka of the accusation enraged 
me to such a^degree that I struck my conductors, 
right and left, back^tianded blows so suddenly 
and with such force that I levelled them both to 
the. ground, and ran:oflf as hs% as my legs could 
carry me, closely punsued by the other servant, 
who kept up an uninterrupted cry after me, of 
^* Stop' thief ! Stop thief )^' I Was gaining ground 
on my pursuer and exolti^ in>the prospect of my 
escape, wh^en chancing fio tread on* a [Hece of 
orange peel my foot slipped and I fell to the 
ground; I was, by this- trifling accident, easily re-> 
captured and taken to the lock-up room Without 
any further trouble to my captors: the charge 
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agiuiiBt me having been recorded I was cop^ 
signed to safe* custody for the night. 

Being now left alone I began to ruminate on 
my condition — Here I am, said I, incarcerated in 
an infernal dungeon, the abode of thieves and 
characters of the worst description, charged with 
a cringe which I never committed nor even con* 
templated; entrapped by a base and designing 
woman, and, though innocent, the suspicious cir* 
cumstances under which I was apprehended vHU 
no doubt bias the judgment of the magistrate^ 
and 1 shall be committed to prison as a felon. — 
Distracted, and rendered desperate by these hor- 
rible forebodings, I cursed the hour of my birth, 
and yerily believe I should that instant have ter- 
minated my earthly career had I not heard a voice ' 
exclaim, " As I live it is Fagg ! " I started as if 
awakened from a dream, and listened for some 
time in anxious silence, when the same voice re- 
peated, " I would willingly give all the wealth of 
London to get one glimpse of his manly counte- 
nance.*' Words are inadequate to give even an 
imperfect description of my feelings at that in- 
stant, on recollecting the voice of Rosina God- 
frey: I continued to listen, and she seemed to be 
, engaged in earnest conversation with some one 
who vehemently declared her innocence of the 
crime she was accused of. Their conversation 
after this was carried on in a lower tone, and it 
was impossible for me to collect from it the of- 
fence they were charged with, though I conti- 
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nued to listen with the greatest attention, until 
overcome by fatigue and my agitated feelings I 
fell into a profound sleep. I did not awake till 
aroused by one of the constables, who told me to , 
follow him ; I instantly obeyed, and after a few 
minutes walk found tnyself for the first time of 
my life in the police office, Bow Street, I had 
not been long here before another constable en- 
tered the office with two women in custody; my 
agitation may be imagined on beholding one of 
them to be poor Rosina Godfrey. The moment 
she recognised me she flew into my arms, and 
hugged me so firmly for some time as almost to 
deprive me of the power of respiration, and it 
was only by the intervention of one of the officers 
that I was enabled to extricate myself from her 
embraces; this poor creature's aflection so over- 
come me, that I could not refrain from shedding 
a tear at the recollection of days gone by. This 
accidental recognition, however, by no means 
operated in my favour. 

The case being called on, I was interrogated 
as to my name, which I gave as Gibson; and 
the witnesses having been sworn, one of them 
deposed that he was the servant of Lord S— — , 
that on the preceding night as he was about to 
retire to rest, he heard some person attempt tp 
unlock the door at the rear of the house ; that 
he and the coachman listened for some time, 
but the party, finding some difficulty in unlock- 
ing the door, forced it open, and pi^sently the 
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prisoner appeared^ who anibdibldiiig os, ^sdeiH 
vcMire<|l to retreat, but was capttn^d by faiiii»«lf 
aad feUovl^'6ervatlt| that on tlMsir way tei ibbe 
watch-^bouse the prisona: atnick the W^ctetfui 
andhifnself and almost vstunted theai^'and ran 
o^$ bjDt after she^i^g chase for some' tim^^ 
they with . considerable cKffieiilty recaptured hiitiv 
This evidc^iQe was corroborated by that of the 
coachoum^ and als0 by the Watchman as far as 
he was concerned. On the usual question being 
put to me, as to what I had to say tpthe chtxge, 
I assured the magistrate that I had no such in* * 
tention as that imputed to me; that I went to 
that door by mistake for the next one, to see a 
female who lived there, .with whom r I was ac- 
quainted, and that my appearance did not much 
accord with that of a bui^htr. The sapient ma« 
gistrate replied that he did not sit there to judge 
from appearances, but to administer the law to 
the very letter; that my being taken at that 
hour of the night, under .the eircumstances de- 
tailed, was extremely suspicious, to say the least 
of it, and that if I wished him to belieye to the 
contrary, I should have produced the female al<- 
luded to. This I let him know I <)ould haVe 
done had I thought it necessary, and endeavour- 
ed again to impress upon his mind that- I was 
incapable of doing any thing dishonourable.-* 
Upon hiring this the. justice inquired if any 
housebreaking implements, were found in my 
ossessioD. On being answered in the negative, 
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Iris w^frAifimid, ^/ L sbaN ienA jmr.to the boose 
of correGtionfdr a:moiith for the ai;teaipt to 
4»iniDit A bniglary, and' anolifaer month for the 

This nojust judgmeiit livened me to the spat 
•whete I stood, deprived ctf all power of reflecr 
tioD, and I was aboat to* be uemoired frotathe 
bar^ when two gentlemen entei^d the office; one 
of them approaching the magistrate, in a friend*- 
ly maimer Altered into conTers€U;k)n with him, 
till turning towards the dock where I stood,, ^he 
Btared at me for some time with amazemenL*-*- 
Whilst the stranger was gazing upon me so in^ 
tently, orders were given for my removal, which 
were promptly obeyed, and I was taken away in 
a state of insensibility. What subsequently, oc- 
curred I know not, but on opening my eyes I 
found myself in a dreaiy room, which I after- 
wards discovered to be one set apart for crimi- 
nals, surrounded by ten or a dozen persons, all 
perfect strangers to me, but who seemed to com^ 
miserate my distressed situation; by degrees, 
however, I gradually revived, and had scarcely 
done so, before the gentleman whom I noticed 
in conversation with the magistrate entered the 
room and inquired how I was getting on; on 
being told that in a few minutes I should b^ 
quite well, he expressed much satisfaction. At 
that instant I turned my eyes towards the stran- 
ger who seemed to interest himself so much in 
my behalf; who, perceiving me look him full in 
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the fiice, approached iud expressed modi coo* 
oera for me, and asked if I did not remember 
him. I answered, as well as I coold articiilatey 
that I could not jast then recollect where and 
upon what occasion I had seen him* ^^ Do not 
yon recollect," said he, *^ meeting me at the 
house of our mutual friend Mr. Pelham V* At 
the mention of this name, I started up, and rub* 
' bing my eyes, inquired if be were Mr. Curzon, 
whom I had met there on one occasion. On bis 
answering in the affirmatiTC, I expressed my re- > 
gret that he should have met me under such dis- 
advantageous drcumstances, and briefly informed 
him of the nature of the accusation against me, 
and of the judgment which had been pronounced. 
Mr. Curzon seemed so much amazed that he im- 
mediately undertook the advocacy of my cause 
with the justice, who was a relation of his, he re- 
tired for this purpose, and had not been long ab- 
sent before he returned with directions that I 
should be brought* before the magistrate again, 
for the purpose of reinvestigating the case. I 
was immediately escorted to the presence of his 
worship, who, after slightly glancing at the evi- 
dence, remarked that as there was no positive 
proof of my guilt, but merely circumstantial evi- 
dence, which ought always to be received with 
suspicion, and as his friend Mn Curzon had 
borne testing uny to my irreproachable character 
hitherto, directed that I should be immediately 
dischargeJ. 
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Having tendered my thanks to Mr. Cnrzon 
for interceding in my behalf, I quitted the office^ 
congratulating myself on my narrow escape^ and 
waited outside for the purpose of learning some 
particulai's from bim respecting the family oi 
Mr. Pelham, as well as to see Miss Godfrey, who 
1 learnt was in custody on some charge, but who 
had been removed from the office^ very mu<^ 
affected on seeing me. 

I bad not waited long before Mr. Curzon made 
his appearance, and oh perceiving me, very kind- 
ly inquired as to my future intentions. I unhe- 
sitatingly informed him that I had hitherto been 
unsuccessful in procuring a situation, but that I 
was in hopes that things would soon take a more 
favourable turn. Upon hearing this he inform- 
ed me that a friend of his, a Mr. Toler, of King's 
Bench Walk, Temple, had occasion for a clerk, 
and that he had no doubt that he should be en- 
abled to procure the situation for me, and bade 
me meet him there on the following day at ele- 
ven o'clock. " In^ the mean while,'* continued 
Mr. Curzon, ^^ as I partly suspect you have occa- 
sion for a; little money, I beg your acceptance of 
these five sovereigns until you can get round a 
little:" but this offer I absolutely refused to ac- 
cept unless considered as a loan, which I pro- 
mised to repay at the earliest opportunity. Un- 
derstanding that he corresponded with the fami- 
ly of Mr. Pelham, I obtained his solemn promise 
that he would not mention this matter, nor the 
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ampstade, wtddb, though merely the result of a 
mistake, might operate to my prejodioe. 

During oor convenatioii Roaina eame firom 
the office, and wuted in the street with evident 
impatieaoe for its tmnination. The moment 
Mr. CoTBon departed she ran np to me and held 
me so fimdy in her embvaee, that it was some 
minutes before I could urioose myself; these 
endearments afiBmded a good deal of mirth to 
dmse who wner witness^ of the seene^ to avoid 
whom we adjourned to a tavero, where wie ra* 
galed ourselves. I took this opportunity of in- 
quiring into • her circnrastanees, ftnd bow longf 
she had beenin London. She informed me that 
after tixy departure from Ck>rk -sbe becMUe so 
mneb d^ressed, tbat,>eon§dmg the child to thci 
careof its nutse, she resolvedion following me t6 
London, wfaen^she had been diAy three wedcsi 
and that she bad' newr sj^eiA stteh a resiles^ 
night as the praeeding'one; ^thef#ciman/' shi6 
said^ <^ with whom I hkte' 1(A}^ since my aM^ 
val bavidg prevatted npaxi mt Qs6 preif 6iis ^ven^ 
Ing to take a walk with bery weliiiul scarcely got 
into Holbodm w4ilsn:she JEU^eosled a gentlemaii 
wlia was^ i^ company with another, whom P ima-*- 
gined she knew^ after some conversation, by the 
ova: persuasion of my landlady! was induced 
toent^ a confectioner's shop- with them; wt 
had not been seated long before one of diem 
ehaiged her with having robbed lum of a ten-^ 
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pound note^ which he sard shd bad handed over 
to me. Notwitbstanding^he falsity of the aooU'* 
satioD and our protestations of innoceooe^ tve 
Urere both taken to the watch-house, anddetain- 
ed there all night, and I could ihave sworn that 
I heard your voice in the adjoining oelL''--^I in*^ 
terrupted her by observing that had it not been 
for my having overheard hers, I should in all 
probability have made away with myself; at this 
she was much afiected, and unable to proceed 
for some time, at length she resumed, — ^^ When 
we were brought before the magistrate, the gen* 
lleitian who had given us in cMi^ apologized 
for Ae iBjury he had done us, and' admitted hav* 
i^ found the note ^hicfa he supposed had been 
jMoIen' from him. - We • were both immediatdy 
dlscharj^^d, t^e justice ordering our accuser to 
tbak^ tk It 8itti£lfSkctory idihpensatlon for the fake 
Impdiotiiiiejit^ li^ut thi^t^ hidignantly rejdcfeetf. 
i IMS noli^sift ideligbted 6tt Obtiuni^ nii]^ parilM 
tiMm' r vras^bhlieaiing that yoii had dbtiltied 
^uvs thi^ough tiie intekrcessiott of the geritlei!Mi 
whoiie friend had so i^sely acctise^l mys^f alid 
eottipanion/' 

; I related in myturn tile diegracefol dilemma 
from which I so narro\^ly escapedy at whkh sh^ 
seemed no less surprised; having consoled each 
other under our m'uttial misfottones, and the 
^gukrity of the drcumstances to which w^ 
were indebted for our present meeting, I did nol 
separate from this good-natured young' woman 
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until late, and not before I had forced her to 
accept tiro soFereigns, oat of the five lent me 
by Mr. Cnrzon, towards fitting her oat for a 
situation as governess with a family in Russell 
Square, whither she was to proceed on the fol- 
lowing afternoon. 



CHAPTER XVIIl. 

P uasuAMT to appointment I repaired the next 
day to the chambers of Mr, Toler, in King's 
Bench Walk, where Mr. Curzon had previously 
arrived, who introduced me to that gentleman; 
he received me very civilly, and remarked that 
he had understood from his friend, that I had 
not been in any office in town, but that that did 
not much signify, that he liked my appearance 
and that he had no doubt I should suit. After a 
short pause Mr. Toler observed, ^^ There is one 
point which it is proper to notice, that is, what 
salary would you require?" I answered, *' I will 
leave it solely to yourself to allow me what you 
conceive my services will be entitled to." " I 
should prefer," said he, '^ your fixing a definite 
sum." This I declined a second time; where- 
upon he said, no doubt calculating upon my rea- 
dy acquiescence, '^ I shall give you eight shillings 
per week for the present, besides perquisites, 
which will at all events be equal to as much 
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more^ and if I approTe of yoar conduct in the 
coarse of a ehort time I shall advance you accor- 
dingly.*' Recollecting the proverb that "half a 
loaf was better than no bread/' I acceded to the 
terms proposed, and quitted the presence of Mr. 
Toler, having previously acknowledged my ob- 
ligations to Mr. Curzon for having so far inters 
ested himself in my behalf; who, in return, pro- 
mised to pay me a friendly visit occasionally. 

On arriving at my lodgings I found two letters, 
one from my mother, enclosing a .five-pound 
note ; and another from my brother Darby, con- 
taining a similar sum. The letters remonstra- 
ted with me on the impolicy of continuing in 
London, and entreated me in the most fervent 
manner to return and not expose myself to fur- 
ther privations. These remonstrances I disre- 
garded, and determined to run the risk of en- 
countering additional perils rather than yield to 
their wishes. 

On the following day my first object was to 
discharge my pecuniary obligations to Mr. Cur- 
zon, and then to enter on the duties of my new 
situation, which consisted in copying manu- 
scripts and precedents and attending to the door, 
shewing in my master's prot^g^es and bottle-^ 
companions, who were much more numerous 
than his clients. Mr. Toler, who was a special 
pleader, was ^more a man of pleasure than a man 
of business, and instead of receiving an average 
of eight shillings a week in the shape of perqui- 
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gites, I bad been nearly two moDths in my sitn- 
atk»i and received only one solitary half-crown, 
and not a fiuthing on account of my salary. As 
Mr. Toler slept at chambers, the first tlung he 
did when he rose wa» to read the newspaper, 
which be did during breakfiist, the duration ot 
which repast was inTariably r^ulated by the 
quantum of news which be digested at the same 
time; the completion of this meal used general- 
ly to bring about noon; he would then take an 
hour or two dressing himsell after which the 
brush was invariably handed to me to give him 
the finishing touch; this being done he would 
survey his boots behind and before, and havii^ 
satisfied himself of thdr brilliant qualities, he 
used to vi^t some ordinary to partake of what 
suited his palate best, or, more correctly speak- 
ing, his pocket; from thence be wopld return to 
chambers to inquire if any papers had been 
brought, when his ears would generally be salu- 
ted with " Nothing since you left. Sir/' " Well, 
well,^' he would frequently exclaim, ^^ it is very 
strange and unaccountable what a falling off 
there is in business, it is very odd upon my word 
Mn Fagg, *I never was so slack as I have been 
since you have been with me ; I begin to think 
that the people have at length ' began to get 
wiser, and settle their differences between thenn 
sel?^ rather than encounter the risk and uncer- 
tainty attendant upon law suits/' After givii^ 
vent to these and similar diullitions of disap- 
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pointment^ he would have his tea^ which was no 
sooner over than he started off for the theatre or 
some other place of amusement, from whence 
he seldom returned until midnight. 

I had now been nearly four iponths in my 
situation, and had never received a farthing 
OB account of my weekly stipend, nor in the 
«hape of emoluments, except the aforesaid half<- 
iCfOwn ; having always felt a veiy great repug- 
nanoe to be considered in the light of a dun, I 
.defi»:^red from day to, day asking my employer to 
discharge the amount of my salary, in the hope 
that he would see the propriety of doing so 
ivithout any solicitation on my part. During t^e 
gteater part of this time I had be^n subsisting 
an occasional supplies from my friend Jenks, 
who was much disappointed at the turn my in* 
ir^gue bad taken, and which, after my cjischai^e 
at Bow Str^eet^ I had no inclination to pursue 
fottber ; my arrears with my landlady had also 
accumulated so much as to make the good wo<* 
aian rather importunate for payment > this cir- 
cumstance ccHupeiled me to break through the 
reserve I had hitherto maintained on the subject 
and: remind Mr. Toleref the amount of salary 
due to me, and request a settlement. He ex- 
pressed his regret that it was not just then con- 
.venteut, but that he expected in a few days a 
ki^ sum of money, when he would with plea*- 
sure dischai^e the amount. I was much disap*- 
IKttnted in the non-receipt of the money and was 
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driven to the necessity of resorting to Jenks for 
farther supplies^ to bring aboat the time when 
my master promised to pay me. ' 

While things con tinned in this- state, I was not 
a little surprised one morning on hearing Mr. To- 
ler give directions to the laundress to go to her 
bakers and get a roll for him *^ on tick/' as he 
termed it; with this request she assured him she 
could not comply, reminding him that she had 
already got to the amount of one shilling and 
three halfpence, and that that was the utmost 
extent of her credit. 

I was astonished at this extraordinary dis- 
course, not having the most remote idea that my 
employer was so crippled in his finances as to be 
unable to procure a roll without the assistance of 
his laundress, with whom I now longed to have ' 
some conversation, and by that means sift out the 
real situation of Mr. Toler. An opportunity pre- 
sently offered, for my master came into the office 
for me to give him the finishing brush, as usual, 
' and said, ^^ I shall not breakfast at home this 
morning, Fagg, as I have to attend a consultation 
at counsel's chambers," and almost immediately 
went out. He had no sooner disappeared than 
I drew the laundress, with whom I bad hitherto 
held but little communication, into a very fami- 
liar gossip, who, after many unimportant obser- 
vations, proceeded in this manner: He is now 
gone to invite himself to breakfast with some 
member of the profession with whom he is ac- 



169 . 

quainted, not having the means to procure one 
for himself; he is the laughing-stock of all his 
companions, who secretly despise him for his 
meanness; when he has wearied them by his 
repeated visits, he teases some of them for the 
loan of a little tea or sugar, which he always pro- 
mises to return, observing that if they should ever 
run short of those commodities they know where 
to apply ; but, to crown all, he chanced to see 
me one day with a jug in my hand full of tea- 
leaves, which had been used by another gentle- 
man whose chambers I also attend, and on learn- 
ing what I had got he was actually so mean as 
to ask me to turn the contents of the jug into his 
teapot, from which he partook of his breakfast. 
Why," continued she, " I am almost a daily vi- 
sitor ait the pawnbroker's for him, and the last 
article I took there was BlackskirCs Commenta- 
ries, upon which they lent a few shillings." I ex- 
pressed my wonder how, in such needy circum- * 
stances, he could afford to pay for the services 
of a clerk. — "Pay! lor' bless you!" exclaimed 
the loquacious laundress, " they are very lucky 
who get any payment from him ; why he is often 
without a clerk for weeks' together, but he goes 
out as usual and leaves the chambers to take care 
of themselves, with a notice wafered on the door 
that he is ^attending Mr. Justice So-and-so's 
chambers^' or, * waiting in such a Court ;* why, 
the courts that he mostly attends are some of the 
dark alleys about Temple Bar, where, in the back 
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parlours of the public hou8e85 he may fcequently 
be found playing at cards or tippling with such 
clientiess scamps as himself.*' 

My astonishment may be conjectured on hear- 
ing this sorry accoiint of my employer^ and I was 
not a little mortified at the improbabUity of re* 
ceiving my arrears of salary; however I resolved 
to wait the expiration of the time mentioned by 
him before I repeated my application for pay- 
ment. In the mean while I wrote again to Miss 
Pelhani) to whom I had before written several 
letters expressive of my unalterable love and at- 
tachment; but received no answers ; in r^ply to 
this last^ I was thunderstruck one day on receiv- 
ing by the post a letter in these words: 

" Sir, 

I desire you to desist from addressing let- 
ters to my daughter, who has not the moist remote 
idea of committing her future destiny to one who 
has been convicted of burglary; therefore you 
had better be careful how you address yourself to 
her in future. 

i am, &c. 

Hepry Pelham/' 

I had no sooner refid this epistle, which caused 
nie a world of uneasiness at the idea of being 
considered in so degraded a character by the only 
being in the world whom I sincerely loved, and 
fpr,fvhose happiness I would haye sacrificed nay 
UJ^,.than. I proceeded in a transport of itige to 
the lofd^ngs of Mr. Cijir^on^ fully determined on 



tjrl 

chastising his treachery: for I had no doabt that 
be was tiiy dalotnfiiator, and by this manoeuvre 
imagine^! be fi^botild e:lttingoiSh at btlce ihy pre- 
tensioos t^ the' fadiid of Miss Pielham and secure 
bis own. Oil ttiy Way I procured a whip, the 
better to chastise his pei^iidy $ finding, on inquiry 
at his resid^tit?e; that he had gone out a few mi- 
nutes fihSTiiously, Irettrrned home quite chagrined 
'and addressed t6 hlfb the foUowiiig letter : 

^^Sir^ 

As you have thought proper to calumniate 
and vilify me in a manner which no man posses- 
sed of a partrcle of feeling or honour would be 
guilty of, and have deslghated me as a burglar to 
parties to >Vhbm ft is unnecessary more partitrn- 
larly to allude, I diesire that ydu will name some 
person ^n ydufr behalf^ en ^bom it Trieud of mine 
will wait^ in ord^r that you may afibrd me that 
sttisfactibn which a gentleman s6 injured has a 
right to demand. 

I remhiii> &c. 

M.Rigg.'' 

I d^patched this letter by one of the Temple 
potrterd, with strict iitjmictrous ta him not to re- 
turn without iAii answer; in the mean time I te^ 
pkit^ tb thef hbttse of Jehkis iind related to him 
the whole of the circumstances. He cheefftiHy 
vohihteered to act as hHy friend ifi th^ ilffail-^ 
shtoutd my Opponent grant nie the desired ttiieei'^ 
ifig. Od rtetu^niug to my Idd^iiigs E jfband a zi^te 
from CurzoD^ as fdtte^s : 
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""Sir, 

I aiD not aware of haFing calompiated yoa 
to aoy person whomaoever, and shall not con- 
descend for a moment to give yoo any farther 
explanation. Had yon waited npon me person* 
ally previous to your hostile message^ I might 
perhaps have so &r condescended ; but after what 
has passed I shall not do so. I beg to refer yon 
to Mr. Fisher, of Paper Bnildings, Temple, who 
will receive any further communication you may 
feel disposed to make. 

I am, &c. 

(Charles Curzon/' 

On receiving this letter I immediately for- 
warded it to Jenks, with a request that he would 
wait upon the party to whom it referred and 
make the necesisary arrangements for a meeting, 
in case he should deem it necessary so to do. 
My friend called upon me again in the afternoon . 
and strongly recommended a reconciliation, but 
finding me inexorable he went away, promising 
to obey my instructions. In the evening he paid 
me another visit, and gave me to understand that 
on inquiry of Mr. Fisher he was informed by that 
gentleman that Mr. Curzon had that very morn- 
ing set out for Ireland ; being far from satisfied 
with this inforiuation, which I thought my friend 
had concocted for the sake of getting rid of 30/ 
disagreeable an affair^ I proceeded directly to the 
lodgings of my adversary, where the intelligence 
of his departure was confirmed. 
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After some reflection I considered the precipi- 
tate retreat of Mr. Curzon a most fortunate cir- 
cumstance; for had I encountered him I should 
certainly have assaulted him^ and then, instead 
of granting me a meeting as desired, he would 
in all probability have caused proceedings to be 
instituted against me; and, in either case, cir- 
cumstanced as [ was, my situation would not be 
the most enviable. 

Thp fumes of my rage having now evaporated 
I repaired to the chambers of my employer, to 
announce my intention of quitting his service 
and to obtain payment of my salary; but before 
I had time to communicate, my design^ Mr. Toler 
observed, that he bad that instant received a let- 
ter from his friend Curzon, previous to his de- 
parture for Ireland, complaining of my insolent 
and presumptuous conduct, which, he said, to my 
superiors was an unpardonable offence. I re- 
plied with some warmth, that I never could ad- 
mit of his superiority, that though I was just 
then labouring under some disadvantages, yet 
that my pretensions to the rank of a gentleman 
were as indisputable as those of his friend Mr. 
Curzon, whose cause he so warmly espoused. — 
My master having stared at me for some time 
quite astounded, bade me instantly quit his cham- 
bers, and thereby save him the disagreeable ne- 
cessity of forcibly ejecting me; this threat I 
treated with ridicule, and dared him to its exe- 
cution, and refused to move until I was paid the 
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amaniit of my salary. Without fortber parlej^ he 
seized me by the collar of the coat, wbiist, in my 
tani> I caught him by the cravat, which I held so 
firmly as to well nigh strangle bim^ and sammon* 
ing up all my strength [ threw him with consi* 
derable force to the floor; I had no sooner done 
this than seizing a large brief from a table, upon 
which several old ones were arranged to make a 
shew of business, I pummelled him with it about 
the head until his screams of '^ Murder ! murder ! 
help] help 1 " brought one of the Temple [lotters 
runniqg into the chambers to ascertain the cauae 
of the uproar, who could not restrain bis laugh*^ 
ter on beholding the ludicrous position of the 
bumbled Mr. Toler« The porter, however, so 
far interposed between ns as to prevent me from 
proceeding to further extremities, or I verily be- 
lieve I should have sacrificed his worthless life 
to my indignation. , 

Having thus been revenged in some oieasiHre 
fiQr.tbe non-payment of my salary, I immediately 
(jijiitted the chambers, lest 1 might be taken into 
custody for the assault on my employer, and pro- 
ceeded, directly to my lodging in Fetter Lane, 
which I gave up, and removed to another in 
Whitefr^arjS, in order to avoid any proceedings 
^f^ Tplei: should determine on putting in force 
ajfAJn^t;. me, 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

WsiLB I was held in terrorem by my late mas- 
ter, I subsisted exclusively on the bounty of my 
benefactor Jenks, who enabled me in some de- 
gree to avoid the bitter pangs iattendant upon 
pentiry, and to exert all the energies of my mind 
to devise some plan by which ah honest liveli- 
hood might be acquired ; for I was by no means 
particular as to the nature of the avocation, pro- 
vided there was nothing menial connected with it. 
My apprehensions of the resentment of Toler 
som'ewhat restrained me in seeking employment 
among the profession, but they turned out to be 
groundless, and in consideration of his forbear- 
ance I abstained from troubling him with respect 
to my salary, so that we mutually buried our dif- 
ferences in oblivion'. Meanwhile I became ac- 
quainted with a young man of the name of Wil- 
fred, who was clerk. to a barrister residing in the 
Middle Temple, and an ardent admirer of the 
sock and buskin ; having some predilections that 
way myself, we soon became almost inseparable 
companions. His employer being by no means 
encumbered with business, was not very regular 
in his attendance at chambers, so that Wilfred 
had abundant leisure for the study and rehearsal 
of characters in the art to which he was so much 
attached; in these studies I confess I too often 
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participated when I ought to have been occupied 
in endeavouring to procure more beneficial em- 
ployment. Our daily custom for several days 
was to rehearse together a few passages from 
favourite dramas^ after which, to enable us to 
attain perfection in the combat scenes, we gene- 
rally practised the broad-sword exercise for 
about an honr. Various were the attitudes, 
thrusts, and parryings off, we went through in 
these encounters, until one day my opponent 
pressed me so closely, that in endeavouring to 
repel his attack my foot slipped and I had well 
nigh run him through in reality, having thrust my 
weapon through one of the skirts of a new coat 
which he had got but a few days previously, and 
rent it asunder. I could not restrain my laugh- 
ter at this mishap, which my friend by no means 
relished ; however, after surveying the fracture 
for some time, he left me for the purpose of get- 
ting his coat repaired, whilst I proceeded in quest 
of a situation. 

Wilfred called upon me in the evening, and 
seemed to have recovered his wonted spirits; 
after telling me that he had succeeded in getting 
his coat admirably spliced, and swearing that he 
would have nothing more to do with the broad- 
sword exercise, he went on in this manner: "You 
must be aware, Fagg, that the incomie from my 
situation is totally inadequate to my support, i» 
fact I am compelled to make frequent applica*^ 
tions to my friends for assistance; to get rid of 
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this state of depeDdatice, 1 have made several 
efforts to join a company of strolling players, but 
without success J since we became acquainted it 
has frequently occurred to my mind that if you 
and I M'ere to travel into the country, we should 
by our performance astonish the natives, and 
probably reap an excellent harvest; if you ap- 
prove of this project I shall most cheerfully join 
you in a trip, and will endeavour to procure a 
little cash to start with." Upon my pointing out 
the difficulties we should labour under for want 
of proper paraphernalia, as well as additional 
hands, Wilfred informed me that he could easily 
surmount those obstacles, as he had himself a 
prime wardrobe, at least such a one as would 
enable us to play some of the principal charac- 
ters, and that out numbers would be augmented 
by the accession of a shoemaker's sou of the 
name of Grimes, and a greengrocer's daughter 
named Sally Brown, both of whom had long 
panted for an opportunity of making their d^but. 
Visionary as this speculation was, I was induced 
to embrace it, in order to avoid importuning my 
friend Jenks, to whose unalterable kindness I 
was so largely indebted ; » Wilfred immediately 
undertook to wait on the other aspirants, and 
ascertain if they were willing and prepared to 
join in the adventure. 

The next day Wilfred called on me in high glee 
and announced that he had seen Mr. Grimes and 
Miss BroVi^a, who had readily fallen in with his 
i2 
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project, aqd that, in qrder tp arrange their plqpp 
in a methodical mapper^ they we^^ all tP P^^e^ ^ 
t^e evening at a cpffee-hpase ip the neighbomr- 
hood : thither I j-epp^ir^ at the t|m^ ^pppiptcd, 
and had the ple^ure. of beipg ^o|70j4i|ced ^y 
Wilfred tp my n^w apquaiptffnce^. Grifnes ^va^. 
a stout chubby lad about seyenteep, whoae fibl-r 
lities were not pf the most promising order; Mi«$ 
Brown was a very sprightly la^s abo^^ the sam^ 
age, with an agreeable countenance. Tbie si^b-r 
ject of our intended tour was discuj^sed for a 
considerable time, and ep^edip a ^etermin^tioi^^ 
to meet at the same plape op the foUowiqg morpr 
ing and set out for Barnet« where it was ag;ree4> 
we should make our firat appearance. 

At the appointed hour we met in the cofiee-^ 
house, and after disposit^ of divers hot rolls and 
cups of tea and coffee, we proceeded on the road, 
towards Barnet, each pei:son taking. such portion 
of the wardrobe as was appropriate to the vari- 
ous characters he was allotted to sustain^ coscepl; 
Miss Brown, whose share was carried betweep 
us. The first day's journey brought us very near 
the town, and we took up our quartern that night 
at an alehouse on the road side; after breakfast 
on the following morning we set out, and arrived 
at Barnet about noon. We strolled about the 
town for some time, and then entered a public- 
house to take some refreshment. On acquaint- 
ing the landlord with the nature of our business, 
he proposed to let us have an old back house to 
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pel:«E)rhi in at the rateaf fffe sbJiHhgs a nigbt j 
but, upod inspeictihg it, several holes wei-e dis- 
covei*ed in the roof which seemed 1:6 render the 
place totally unsuitable for the proposed object.' 
After ma^y ineffectual efforts to get accommo- 
dated elsewhere, we returned and apprized the 
landlord of our dilemma, who over- ruled our 
scruples as -to the roof by observing, that as the 
weather was fine and no probability of rain the 
defect in the roof was quite immaterial; consi- 
dering that there was something feasible in this 
remark, we made a virtue of necessity, and struck 
the bargain accordingly. Bills were without loss 
of time circulated about the town^ announcing 
that !i celebrated company of comedians had just 
arrived from London, and that in the evening the 
celebrated tragedy of Othello would hk perform- 
ed, after \thich a serio-comic burletta of action 
would be introduced. The admfissioh with seats 
was to be only sixpence, and without seats only 
three-pence each person. Our next concern was 
to muster an orchestra ; after much difficulty we 
engaged for our band, an old fiddler, an itinerant 
organ player, and ^ gladiator at the mouth-organ. 
Notwithstanding some apprehensions from the 
weather, the sky having become overcast as the 
evening closed in, at the proper time our theatre' 
was opened and the performance commenced:' 
I was the sable hero, of- the night, Wilfred sus* 
tfiided thechnracterof lago, MissBi*owtt apjpear* 
ed as Ch6 geiitle DeildemoDa, Grimes played Cas- 
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sio, and some boys and girls of the town, whoiD. 
wc admitted gratis, essayed the inferior parts. 
We went through the first and second acts ad-^ 
mirably well, and were received with great ap-* 
plause by an audience of about fifty persons, but 
jjast as we entered the third act the rain fell in 
torrents, and poured through the roof on the 
audience so fast that those who had umbrellas 
were compelled to use them. This unexpected 
and uncontrolable circumstance put the majority 
of our auditors, who were unprovided for such a 
deluge, in such an ill humour that they became 
quite clamorous. In the mean time I hastened 
to our landlord, to request he would take prompt 
steps to remedy the evil : to this he promised- 
immediate attention. 

During my momentary absence their clamour 
had fearfully increased, so much so, that I came 
forward to remonstrate with them on the itppro- 
priety of their conduct, and to inform them that 
measures would immediately be taken to render 
their berths more comfortable; but in vain, my 
address was hailed with one loud shout of bois* 
terous merriment, my appearance so ill accord- 
ing with the character I had assumed, for the rain 
had washed all the colour ofi* my face in my 
egress to the landlord's house and return there- 
from. The uproar rather increased than dimi- 
nished, and the refractory portion peremptorily 
insisted on having their cash returned. Upon 
this I stepped forward a second time, to inform 
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them that it would be extremely iaconvenieot to 
return the mouey^ as it had already been paid 
over to. meet incidental expenses. This iutima- 
cion was received with loud murmurs, groans, 
and hisses; and after many ineffectual efforts to 
appease them,. I was moved into a paroxysm of 
rage, and stamping my foot upon the stage, gave 
them a vehement malediction, and retired with- 
out even the ceremony of a bow. This treat- 
ment exasperated them to such a degree, that 
they tore up the temporary seats, portions of 
which they flung about in all directions; one of 
the pieces coming in contact with the mouth or- 
gan, dashed it from the mouth of the operator, 
to his great terror and dismay; another missile 
damaged the fiddler as well as his fiddle; while 
a third knocked in one side of the organ. The 
musicians seeing matters getting serious retreat- 
ed as fast as their legs could carry them. The 
rioters, not content with what they had done, 
jumped on the stage, and tore the landlord's 
horse cloth, which served us for a drop scene,, 
into a thousand pieces, and then proceeded to 
take summary vengeance upon the unfortunate 
amateurs ; who being apprized of their approach 
betook themselves to flight in different direc- 
tions, each person being anxious for his own 
safety. I soon regained the street, but bad 
scarcely done so^ when my grotesque appearance 
caught the eyes of some of the enraged rabble ; 
having no resource left but to make the best use 



182 

of my legs, I soon pot them iato motion, ud 
never was a fonr-legged animal more cloaefy 
pnrsoed than I wad qpon that occasion. My 
terror stimolated me to more than ordinary ve* 
loei^y I gained ground on my porraerB, and af- 
ter a few rainntes' hard run, discovered a shop 
door open, where I took refuge, panting for 
breath. The owner of the shop perceiiring by 
my afifHghted looks and strange attire that some- 
thing was amiss, earnestly inquired the cause. — 
I informed him as concisely as I could, and im* 
plored him to save me from threatened destruc- 
tion ; the good man commiserating my situation, 
ran to the door, the mob having now come up, 
and declared that not a human being should 
cross his threshold to do me the slightest injury, 
as I had not been guilty of any offence other than 
that of endeavouring to obtain an honest fivefi-^ 
hood. During this parley some of the consta- 
bles of the town arrived, who on being made ac- 
quainted with the particulars, remonstrated with 
the crowd on the cruelty and inhumanity of 
bunting a fellow creature as if he were a beast of 
prey; this remonstrance had the desired efifect, 
and they gradually dispersed. I then despatched 
a messenger for my apparel, who returned in 
company with Wilfred; he was delighted on 
hearing that I had received no bodily injury, and 
informed me that himself and companions had 
also been so fortunate as to escape unhurt, from 
the circumstance that the audience had all pur- 
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saed nie, against whom their rage was principally 
directed. 

I how intimated to Wilfred my intention to 
return to London, having se^n sufficient to con- 
vince me of the miseries attending the wander- 
ing sous of Thespis. He urged me to continue 
with them, and said that neither himself nor the 
others were dismayed at what had taken place, 
but were fully determined to persei^ere iu their ' 
career, and try their luck at the next town, where 
they hoped to^be more successful. I congratu- 
lated my friend on his zeal and pei*severance, 
and after an exchange of wishes for each other^s 
wel&re, I took leave of him, as well as of the 
shopkeeper, to whom rcon9idered myself in-' 
debted for the preservation of my life, and with- 
out waiting to take leave of my other compa- 
nions in misfortune, I withdrew from Barnet that 
night, venting forth curses on the playgoing folks 
of the town by whom I had been so alarmed, and 
took up my quarters in a public house about two 
miles distant on the road to London. 

I passed the night here in a most solitary man- 
ner, reflecting on the severity of my fate, and en- 
deavouring to c6ntrive some probable scheme of 
life for the future; but to no purpose, I saw no-* 
thing but insurmountable difficulties in my way, 
and before I could form one feasible project I fell 
hat asleep. 
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CHAPTER X5C. 

In the morning, after having paid out of the pro<^ 
ceeds of my performance, which amounted to 
four shillings and threepence, for my night's 
lodging and breakfast, I found myself in posses- 
sion of two shillings and ninepeiice; with this 
small pittance I pushed forwai-d for the metro- 
polis, and had not proceeded many miles before 
I perceived at a short distance a crowd collected. 
On coming up to the throng I found them atten- 
tively listening to the exhortations of a preacher, 
while his companion who stood close beside 
him held his hat. The subject of his discourse 
was the return of the Prodigal Son, and some 
portions of it were so applicable to my own situ- 
ation, that I paid marked attention to him. He 
bad no sooner finished his lecture than the as- 
sembled hearers quietly dispersed, apparently 
impressed with the force of his arguments. 

Just as 1 was about to resume my journey the 
preacher, who during his harangue had occasi- 
onally looked earnestly at me, approached me in 
a very friendly manner, and remarked that he 
was much pleased to observe the attention with 
which I had listened to his exhortation. Upon 
this I remarked, that the subject he had so ably 
discussed was so appropriate to my own forlorn 
condition that it occasioned me to be more im- 
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pressed with his eloquent discourse tban^ under 
other circumstances, I might have been. This 
compliment paid to the oratorical ppwers of the 
preacher, led him to inquire as to my present 
situation and prospects, which I disclosed to him 
without reserve. He appeared to commiserate 
my destitute state, and quoted ^' Blessed are the 
poor, for they shall possess the land," and seve- 
ral other passages from scripture, by way of con- 
soling me under my afflictions. This brought on 
a theological conversation, in which I displayed 
my talents to such advantage that he looked upon 
me with admiration, and proposed that I should 
join himself and companion in a preaching ex- 
cursion, the profits arising from which he gave 
me to understand were sometimes very consider- 
able. It is scarcely necessary to observe that 
sheer necessity, rather than choice,, induced me 
to fall in with this proposition, in the hope that 
I should in a short time be enabled to return to 
the metropolis in better circumstances. The 
preacher, whose name was Hobbs, was by trade 
a shoemaker ; his features were remarkably ex- 
pressive, his voice was harmonious, and his de- 
clamation powerful. During our conversation 
Mr. Hobbs beckoned to his companion to come 
forward, and introduced him^to me as Mr. Sykes. 
This man was by trade a sawyer, a stout robust- 
looking personage, with carrotty hair, an aquiline 
nose, and a face slightly pitted with the sipall- 
pox ; on being informed that i was about to ber 



186 

come a fellow-laboarer in fhe Fineyard, he ex- 
pressed bis ready acquiescence to receive me on 
the recommendation of his friend. 

Having been thus initiated, a difficulty arose 
how to equip myself in a manner becoming the 
calling I had adopted, my apparel being by no 
means in accordance therewith ; bat this dilem- 
ma was obviated by Hobbs lending me a suit of 
his clothes. We had not been many days on onr 
mission, before I discovered that my companions 
.were merry facetious fellows, who loved a good 
dinner better than the Bible, and paid more at- 
tention to a pretty damsel thto to the injunctions 
of Holy Writ, or to the enlightenment of those 
that sit in darkness. When we reached any town 
or village, our invariable practice was to seek out 
the religious portion of its inhabitants, on whom 
we levied contributions, either in good cheer, or 
by collecting subscriptions for some benevolent 
or pious purposes; by this means we fared sump- 
tuously almost every day without any cost. Our 
excursions were much enlivened by the good hu- 
mour of my fellow-labourers, who sang an infi- 
nite number of bacchanalian and amatory songs. 
In this manner two months rolled over my head 
almost imperceptibly; at the end of this period 
it was proposed by Hobbs, who was our treasu- 
rer, that when we reached Romford, from which 
we were only three miles distant, the supplies 
We had collected should be divided between us ; 
in the propriety of this myself and Sykes readily 
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(concurred. Having reached the town, we enter- 
ed a public bouse cFose to the market place, where 
after regaling ourselves, we divided the spoil, 
amounting to five-and-twenty pounds 5 five of 
which they awarded to me as my share, while 
they pocketed ten pounds apiece as their por- 
tion. I remonstrated witti them on this unjust 
distribution, and contended that I was entitled 
to an equal share of the fruits of our labour, bat 
was given to understand that if I did not approve 
of the division I was at perfect liberty to start 
on my own account. Enraged at this indiffer- 
ence, I commented severely on their partial and 
unjust conduct, and told them candidly my opi- 
nion of them. This heat of mine was resented 
by Sykes, who reminded me how much better off 
I then was than when I joined them, and that I 
was like a great many in the world, who did not 
know when they were well off. Hobbs seeing 
that matters were likely to take a serious turn, 
here interposed, and assured me that whenever 
the next division took place it should be con- 
ducted upon the principle of share and share 
alike, and recommended that our differences 
should for the present be buried in a bowl of 
punch. His proposition was responded to by 
Sykes, and reluctantly assented to by myself; 
whereupon the punch was introduced, and tis 
the glass went round all thoughts of our recent 
disagreement gradually vanished; a second bowl 
was brought in, and we all began to manifest 



188 

some slight symptoms of inebriatioD, when one 
of my companions observed that, as it was my 
torn to bold forth, I should at ouce proceed to 
the market place and endeavour to bring back 
some of the lost sheep that had strayed from the 
fold. Feeling myself not in a fit state to dis- 
cbai^e the duties of my vocation, and imagining 
(hat they desired it for the purpose of having a 
little merriment at my expense, I refused to com* 
ply with their request; whereupon they seemed 
much chagrined at my obstinacy, and comment- 
ed very energetically on my utter disregard to 
the saving of precious souls. 

Whether I was convinced by the force of their 
arguments, or overcome by the potency of the 
punch, is a matter of some doubt, but certain it 
is tliat I was induced to yield, and accordingly 
proceeded in company with my fellow preachers 
to the market place, where, it being market day, 
a great number of people had collected from 
the neighbourhood. Having directed a beer- 
barrel to be rolled thither by the publican's boy, 
I ascended it, and after banding my hat to Hobbs 
to hold, Sykes officiating in the capacity of clerk, 
I commenced my discourse, and was very soon 
surrounded by an immense multHude, who seem- 
ed mightily amused with my harangue, which 
they treated with ridicule and laughter. I felt 
not a little incensed at this behaviour, and de- 
claimed to them on the punishments reserved for 
scoffers and jeerers with such zeal, that in my 



189 

eodeavours to carry conTictioii to their under'- 
standings, 1 overbalanced myself and fell from 
my elevated situation^ to the no nmali diversion 
of the by-standers, who marked their sense of 
the occurrence by a boisterous shout of laughter. 
This was a signal for what is termed a lark, and 
whilst my fellow labourers were endeavouring to 
put me upon my legs again, Hobbs received a 
tremendous blow from a dead cat that laid him 
sprawling at my feet ; Sykes in endeavouring to 
assist him was knocked down with a large cab- 
bage, whilst I received a blow with a turnip that 
knocked me directly over my prostrate compa-* 
uions. We were assisted from this dilemma by 
some humane persons, who seeing matters g^t^ 
ting serious, kindly interfered and protected us- 
from further violence, and escorted us to the 
public house where we had been previously re- 
galing ourselves. 

We spent the reniainder of the evening in cen- 
suring the indiscretion we had been guilty of by 
Venturing among the rabble in the ambiguous 
state we were then in, and concluded with deter- 
mining that our most prudent course would be 
to abandon that reprobate town, and seek more 
attentive audiences elsewhere. 

I felt so unwell next morning that I was una- 
ble to leave my bed, and was compelled to con- 
sult an apothecary residing in the town^ who vi- 
sited me daily for nearly a fortnight, the fall hav- 
ing fractured some of my ribs. During the first 
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two days of my indispositioo my compttiiioiis 
were onfemittiiig ia their attendance upon me, 
but after that period chey took their departiue, 
observing they eould not remain any longer in* 
active, having preiriondy assured me they woold 
revisit me in a few days, when they supposed 'I 
should be so far reinstated in health as to be en- 
abled to join them. 

Being now left alone I began seriously to re- 
flect upon the accident that had befallen me, 
which 1 odusidered as a just judgment for the 
impious manner in which I had used the name 
of the Supreme Being, and resolved no longer to 
associate with men whose profligate demeanour 
so ill accorded with the sacred character they 
bad assumed. 

A few days after I bad formed this resolution, 
finding myself quite recovered and enabled to go 
abroad, I discharged my landlord's and apothe- 
cary's bills, amounting together to four pounds 
fifteen shillings and two pence, out of the sum 
allotted to me as my proportion of the profits of 
our clerical labours, this left me in possession of 
only four shillings and ten pence, with this sum I 
set out on foot for London, where I arrived late 
at night. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 



riAviNG taken up my quarters iu the neigh- 
bourhood of Saffron Hill, in coiisequenqe of the 
impoverished state of my finances, I roamed 
about for nearly a month unable to procure em-* 
ploy, daily visiting my friepd Jenks, on whom I 
depended for my necessities; at the end of this 
time I was accosted one day in Chancery Lane, 
by a young man of very respectable appearance, 
who inquired if I had not been in the employ of 
Mr. Toler. I answered in the affirmative, at the 
same time adding that I had but recently left him. 
^' Well,'' said the stranger, handing me his card, 
" there is a vacauqy in my office, and if you can 
m^ke it convenient to call to-morrow, it is very 
probable we shall agree.'' This I promised to. 
dp, and we parted. 

The next day I repaired, according to the ad- 
dress on the card, to the chambers of Mr. Solo- 
mons, in Aldermanbury, and after waiting a 
short time was ushered into the presence of that 
gentleman, who received me very courteously. 
On his inquiring into the cause of my leaving 
Mr. Toler, I gave him some broad hints that it 
arose in consequence of the non-payment of my 
salary ; upon this he intimated that he suspect* 
ed that was the case, as he had lent him some 
money which had never been repaid^ After som^ 
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tbat tbowgh lie had been ifispoaed to overfewk 
the etrciuiistaDces tinder wUdi we parted, he 
fu^ nee forgotten tbem. 

Tbe next daj I entered npon my official la- 
bofirs ; vay eniploTer, as may be inferred from 
bis f jame, was one of tbe Jewish persna^on, and 
preserred that peculiar cast of features and a 
considerable portion of the tact for which that 
people are so distinguished. His behaTionr very 
frequently was most strange and unaccountable; 
sometimes he would ring the bell, and when I 
entered his room to receire his commands, he 
used to hum and hah for a minute or two, and 
after a vacant stare he would sudilenly exclaim, 
*^ never mind, Pagg, I do not now recollect what 
it was I wanted you for." This he did perhaps 
half a dozen times during the day; sometimes 
he would stand kicking the toe of his boot re- 
peatedly against the desk at which I sat, he 
would then burst out into a hearty laugh and 
walk away. This singular conduct often led me 
to imagine that if he was not absolutely non 
€af^/:fas meniis^ he was not many degrees remov- 
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♦€d therefrom. These surtnises, however, a. fur- 
ther acquaintance proved to be groundless. 

The business of Mr. SolonDons chiefly consisted 
of common law and bankruptcy business, which 
was managed by an old Israelite, a distant relation 
of the family, to whose superintendence I was 
turned over. No pupil could have been placed 
under a better tdtor, as he was a perfect roaster 
of every quirk and quibble in an action at law. 
The duties which devolved upon me consisted 
principally of filling up judge's summonses and 
orders, and copying and serving writs, in which 
vocation I was always in motion ; however I con- 
tinued to discharge my duties \<^itbout a mur- 
mur, looking forward with anxiety to the expi- 
ration of the six months when my salary was to 
be advanced. In the mean while my master's 
business daily increased through the influence of 
his father^ who was a sheriflf's officer, as well as 
through that of his brother, who was a broker. 
There never existed a trio who played into each 
others' hands better than they did, for no sooner 
did the attorney issue a writ or execution, than 
it was transferred to his father to levy the 
amount, who immediately on seizure of the de- 
faulter's goods put the other son into possession 
as the broker; and thus between the three the 
fate of the unlucky wight who fell into thdr 
clutches may be easily conjectured. 

He also derived considerable business from a 
brother-in-law^ who was oat of those professio<» 
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nals that act as jackals to the lionf of^ the law, 
and describe themselves as accountajots ; and 
though they ostensibly set forth their object to 
be^ to assist persons in embarrassed circumstan- 
ces who may not require legal aid, the unfortu- 
nate fish that gets entangled in their net will soon 
find himself, to use a homely phra3e, '^ thrown 
out of the frying-pan into the fire/^ 

This man, whose name was Saundy, used to be 
considered one of the first of bis profession, and 
often had the afifairs of five or six of the largest 
trading concerns in the metropolis under his con* 
trolj from each of which he derived from one 
hundred to one hundred and fifty pounds a year. 
His usual practice was to get himself introduced 
to persons who were involved in difficulties, by 
over trading or other causes, for the purpose of 
assisting them in arranging their intricate ac- 
counts 5 he would then make them advances of 
cash to meet their most pressing engagements^ 
taking care to secure himself from any loss by a 
bond on the most tangible part of their prc^erty, 
and by his skill in negotiating an exchange of 
their acceptances with other parties similarly si- 
tuated, he would sometimes succeed in preserv* 
ing their credit until they were extricated from 
their embarrassmei^ts. In these more &vourable 
cases the preparing of bonds, the sueing of tardy 
debtors, and other legal processes, threw consi- 
derable business into Mr. Sobmons' hands ; hut, 
as more generally happened, when the partiea 
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wbo were cursed witb Mr. Saundy^s interference 
were plui^d deeper and deep^ into the gulf of 
insolvency, and tlie li4»*F0rB of bankruptcy stared 
tbem full in the face, Saundy would console 
them with assurances of his skilful mani^ement, 
and advise them to go into the Gazette with' as 
much nonchalance as you would ask a friend to 
step intoa hackney coach to avdd a shower. — 
And now his harvest began : From the part fae 
had already taken in the bankrupt'^ affairs, he 
would hare suffieietit influence to get Mr. Solo- 
mons appointed solicitor to the commission, who, 
when a plausible statement of the debts and cre- 
dits of the coooem was submitted to a meeting 
of the (»*editors by the accountant, with a sug-* 
gestibn of the benefits that would accrue to the 
estate by the business being carried on under 
proper management, could do no less in return 
than recommend the adoption of the measures 
suggested by his friend, and point him out as the 
most proper person to whom their superintend- 
enoi^ could be confided. 

In the complicated relations of extensive tra* 
de]» there are generally many disputed claims, and 
sometimes questions of law arise, these Saundy, 
in concert mth his friend Solomons, would jaW 
ways carry to trial, regardless of the result, on the 
principle that if the of^sed party could not pay 
the easts the estate could. Cases of this natUiie 
aA>rded abuhdrat employmeiit for the lawyer and 
his coadjutor— the one lo woric «fr the muterililcr 
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procured by the other; and tboogh the latter, for 
his dexterity io suborning and giving evidence on 
some of these occasions, has very narrowly es^ 
caped running his head against the pillory, it is 
jnrobable his ill-gotten wealth will enable hiA 
to <<fihufl9e off bis mortal coil" without attaining 
thatmerited distinction. 

It is needless to observe that, however large 
the bankrupt's estate, in such hands it would be 
ultimately absorbed, without any regard to the 
real interests of the creditors; and the misgnided 
victim who had relied on Saundy's aid, instead 
of recovering his station in society as an honest 
but qnfortunate man, would be stigmatized as a 
fraudulent bankrupt, and perhaps become a mi«^ 
serable suicide to avoid the contumely of the 
world. 

Although the augmentation of my master's 
business was. principally through the exertions 
of his friends, be was neither remiss nor insen*- 
aible to his own interests. He very frequently 
made small advances to needy persons, on their 
own security payable at a short date, and if the 
borrower was not prepared to repay the advance 
on the day stipulated be was sure to have double^ 
or perhaps treble, the loan to pay in costs ; for 
which he usually would take a cognovit payable 
lay instalments, and if the payments were not 
regularly kept up the unfortunate victim was sure 
to be saddled with additional costs in the shape 
ef judgment and esEecution. 
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Wheoerer we were engaged in defending an 
mctioo, or in the prosecution of one, Mr. Solo^^ 
raons waB sure to find out some impediment to 
the success of the cause, upon which he would 
suggest to his cKent the propriety of taking the 
opinion of counsel, in order to see his way more 
clearly through the difficulties his imagination 
bad thus started. This advice was, no sooner 
given than it was acted upon by the unsuspect* 
tag client, who cheerfully advanced the necessary 
fee for the opinion; for certain it is that there 
are numbers in the world who will never pay un- 
til they are compelled, and would rather pay dour 
ble the sum in costs than discharge a just claim 
in the first instance : many of my master's clients- 
were of. this description. Upon receiving the 
usual advance an elaborate case would be drawn 
up, and submitted, as the client imagined, to 
some eminent counsel for his opinion ; the client 
would then be given to understand, in answer to 
his .anxious inquiries, that the barrister before 
whom the case had been laid was out of town, 
or so pressed with an accumulation of business 
tlMt the opinion could not be obtained; ulti- 
mately, however, in order to get rid of the 
importunity of bis client, Mr. Solomons would 
firequently direct me to transcribe an opinion 
written by himself, in .which he took espedal 
care to recommend hostilities. 

It would be wearisome to the reader werel to 
recapitulate the various manceuvres successfidly 
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practiaed by Mr* SoIoiboas | the Mlawmg tntns- 
action may be recorded as a fair sauiple of Ua 
impadence and dexterity :-^--He brought an aetion 
for a client of liis named Wilkiaa^ agunst a per-' 
son of the name of Palmer^ for the value of au 
ox sold to the latter, virho refused to pay, all^*' 
iug that he had a set-off equivalent to the sum 
claimed. After the cause had been sent down 
for trials and considerable expense incwrred, it 
was agreed to refer the matter in dispute to the 
award of Mr. Solomons, who was a mutual friend 
of both parties; the'wily arbitrator hairing first 
bound the litigants on oath to abide by wbatevev 
decree be should muke, ordered ttie ox to be 
slaughtered and s^nt home to his house, and iu'^ 
vited his contending friends to come and partake 
of some of ii I and^ afterwards treating them with 
a few bottler of trine, he endeayoured to con- 
vince them that they had both heea gainers by 
his decision^ This novel mode of disposing of a 
law'suit was looked upon as an excellent joke, 
and whenever any matter became the subject of 
arbitratioa» there was nottuBg mote cemmoD 
than the observation, ^^ Take care he don^t do^as 
Davey Solomons did/' 

Notwithstanding my master's teputation was 
not the most unexceptiond>le in the wovid, yel 
I continued to discharge my dvtice in such a 
manner as to merit his oonfidenoe and approba^ 
^en, so that before the time agredd upon my 
sals^ was advaneed three ahiUings weekly; al« 
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tlMNigh this smn was a very Itia'deqiiate remune^ 
imlion for my laboars^- yet, by practising a rigid 
ffttgality, I managed to subsist upon it, and also 
to maintain something like a respectable appear- 
ance. An adventure which happened to me at 
this period contributed to aid me in this respect. 

Strolling out one evening after the labours of 
the day, I attracted the attention and became the 
favoured one of a code named Betsey Austen, 
who resided with a fiimily in Flnsbury Square^ 
to whom I used to repair every evening to pour 
out my amorous effbsions, and take share of 
the diunty bits which the cupboard was always 
sue to contain, and of which I usually brought 
away sufficient for my dinner on the following 
day. 1 was, as maybe supposed, punctual in 
my visits^ and the welcome with which I wus 
greeted at night cheered and lightened my tolls 
during the day. 

In this manner some months rolled over my 
head, until at length Betsey became importunate 
and insisted that I should name a certain day on 
which I was to make her one of the happiest of 
her sex; when she proposed we should start d* 
ther in the green-grocery line, or open a coffee 
or eating house with the money which she had 
accumulated by her havd earnings, amounting to 
one hundred and fifty pounds. I feigned a rea* 
dy acquiescence in the justness of her proposi<^ 
tion, but put off the happy day from time to tim^ 
under various pretexts; for, in truth, Betsey was 



on ftbe wmag ude of forty, uid hftd 
of the coquette about ber ; but eirea had it 
Otherwise, wbea I recollected that pattern of per- 
fectioo, Emily Pelham, I did vioteace to my fae^ 
logs in bestowing a momeut's thought on oae 
who wa» so much her inferior ia fortase and 
every other qualification. 

Betsey continued to '(H'ess me for a decisive 
answer, and allowed me a specific time to make 
pp my mind, at the same time hinting that S I 
did not within the stipulated time say yes or oa^ 
she had another in view who would marry her 
if she had not a shilling in the world. While 
this aSair waited my decisipn I went one Sob* 
day evening to visit my dukinea^ and finding the 
area gate open, I descended the steps and open* 
ed the kitchen door without giving my acens- 
tomed knock ; but judge of my aatonishinent on 
discovering the faithless Betsey sitting on the 
knee of a brawny life-guardsman with ber arm 
round his neck in the most endearing manner. 
The moment she perceived roe she started up in 
Gpnfnsi<Hi ; whereupon I made a suitable apoic^ 
for my abrupt appearance, and was about to 
make my exit, well pleased with the discovery I 
had made ; but Betsey, who was an experienced 
dabster in the art of dissimulation, begged I 
would be seated, as the stranger, to whom she 
introduced me^ was no other than ber brother, 
w|ip had bait recently returned from the wars^*-^ 
As,mys:aspicions were now strengthened, I took 
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mj leave^ a» soon as a little etiqoette would per 
mitf of Betsey and her paramour, determined 
that I would nq longer be an obstruction to the 
continuation of their campaigns, which my pre- 
sence had so unexpectedly retarded. 

My frequent visits to the fickle Betsey did not 
by any means take my attention from the duties 
of my situation, on the contrary, I endeavoured 
to make myself acquainted with all the intrica* 
cies of the common law, which at first appeared 
extremely abstruse and complicated ; but by un- 
remitting perseverance and attention I very soon 
overcame difficulties which at first appeared in- 
surmountable, and occasionally displayed, with 
no small degree of ostentation, a portion of the 
knowledge I had acquired to my e<;nployer, who 
beheld with astonishment the rapid strides that 
I daily made in legal chicanery and uiystifica* 
tion. 

While matters thus went on smoothly, an 
event occurred which still further paved the way 
for my advancement; this was the sudden death 
of our managing clerk, who had been very ailing 
a considerable time, and I was at once named 
his successor at an advanced salary of thirty- five 
shillings per week. With this unlooked for event 
my consequence grew apace, and I now began to 
assume all the airs of a man of the town. 

By this means •! gradually enlaif;ed the circle 
of my acquaintance, and became very intimate 
with s0vend gay sparks connected with the pro*' 
k2 
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ireiy g^enteel appearance, known by the eogno* 
ifi^n of Ddndy Chapman, by whom I was intrp- 
doced to some of the pandemoniums of Tice and 
profligacy which aboimd in and about the me- 
tropolis to an almost incrediUe extent. 

Fortune^ bowe?er, as fickle and inconstant as 
ever, did not long fiivonr me; for Mr. Solomons 
who had hitherto generally enjoyed good health, 
began gradually to manifest sjrmptoms of con- 
sumption, which W9S brought on by late boars. 
He had recourse for advice to the most eminent 
of the faculty, but without success, and daily 
pined away under this dreadful malady, until he 
was literally reduced to a mere skeleton. Not* 
witl^tanding his emaciated appearance he con- 
tinued up to a few days prior tx> his death to at- 
tend regularly at chambers. On the morning of 
the day preceding that on which he died he sent 
for me, and after discussing very rationally and 
collectively some matters of business which re- 
quired immediate attention, expressed u hope 
that by the end of the ensuing wedc he should 
be enabled to rc»sume his duties ; but, alas ! I ne- 
ver ^fain saw him alive; as before the settiug of 
the next day's sun he was a corpse. This event 
occasioned me infinite coacem, as it deprived 
me of a kind and indulgent employer, firom 
whom on many occasions I had experienced re- 
peated acts of friendship. In a few days the body 
t>f Mr. Solomcns was coaled to its kiodteed 
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^«rtli5 aeeordiDg to the rites or formtila of tifie 
Hebreftr nation. ^ 

I wa« retained by the friends of the deceas^ m 
getting in bis book debts and winding up his af^ 
ftlrs^ which l^ept me in fuU employ for nearly 
six months; so that with my salary dnring that 
period, which I managed to save, and a ten- 
pound note which was presented to me by the 
father of the deceased as a testimony of bis ap^ 
probation of my conduct, I found myself in pos- 
session of nearly fifty pounds. 



CHAPTER XXII. 

iMMfii>iATBi.y after the receipt of this money, I 
waited upon my friend Jenks and discharged my 
pecuniary obligations to him, as Well as to my 
landlady, in whose books I cut a very prominent 
figure; these payments having been made, I had 
upwards of twenty pounds remaining, and before 
that sum shonld be exhausted I felt confident of 
being enabled to obtain employment; but alas! 
I reckoned without my host. My endeavours 
were unavailing, and I had the moitifleation of 
finding myself once more reduced to my last six- 
pence. In this dilemma I rose one morning, 
lost in conjectui^ as to what course to pursue to 
raise a further supply, for sooner than* again 
hMfe reoourse to my friend Jenks for pecuniary 
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most aoy privations, however hamilialiog. Un- 
decided whither to proceed, I entered a coffee 
house to take some refieshment, and deliberate 
on what was best to be done to lessoi existing 
evils, when chancing to take up the newspaper, 
to see if there were any vacant sitaations adver- 
tised, the most piercing anguish was chai4;ed 
to inexpressible joy on reading as follows : — 

" If Mr. Michael Fagg, who is supposed to be 
now residing in sonSe part of London, will apply 
to Mr. Ranken, of No. 4, Walbrook Buildings, 
he will bear of something to his advantage ; or 
if dead, any person who can furnish authentica- 
ted evidence of that fact will be handsomely re- 
warded for his trouble." 

Full of conjectures as to what this something 
to my advantage could be, I took my departure, 
without even waiting to finish my repast, and 
very soon reached the chambers of Mr. Rauken, 
with whom I had a long interview, and convin- 
ced him of my being still in the land of the liv- 
ing. That gentleman informed me that a client 
of his, Mr. Simpson, to whom my uncle had 
lent five hundred pounds on mortgage, was desi- 
rous of paying off that sum, so as to clear his 
estate of all encumbrances, and that he had writ- 
ten on the subject to the late Mr. Cheek's execu- 
tors, at whose request the advertisement was in- 
serted.. Having apprised Mr. Ranken that the 
money was bequeathed to me by the Will pf my 
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deeeftsed unde^ he remarked that be was aware 
of that fact, bat that it would be necessary to 
prove my identity; upon this point too T promi* 
sed to satisfy him in a day or two. *^ Well/' 
said he, "^ as soon as you do that, and procure*the 
signatures of your uncle's executors to a transfer 
of the mortg^e, the draft of which I shall pre- 
pare without delay for perusal, the deed shall be 
engrossed, and as soon as it is properly excepted 
the money will be paid to you^on your procuring 
an authority from the executors to that effect." 
To these requisites I promised immediate atten^ 
tion, and quitted Mr. Rauken quite delighted 
with the result of my interview, and full of re- 
flections on the caprice of fortune, which fre- 
quently elevates those whom the moment before 
she had most depressed. 

In the afternoon I called upon Jenks, to whom 
I communicated the agreeable intelligence, at 
which he testified much pleasure; we spent the 
evening together, and parted with an under- 
standing that he should accompany me next 
day to Mr. Ranken to prove my identity. 

Next morning I rose full of spirits and repair- 
ed to the house of my friend, with whom I break- 
fasted, and immediately afterwards proceeded to 
the chambers of Mr. Ranken, with whom we bad 
a long conference, which terminated in Jenks 
having made the necessary affidavit of my being 
the identical party to whom the legacy was left 
fa(y tbe deceased Mr. Cheek. On the productkia 
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of this affidavit I recriffled from Mr. Ranken a 
sum of ten pounds to meet present necesfllties, 
with a promise that he would let me have the 
draft of the deed in about a week to forward to 
the executors of my uncle for their approval. 

This sudden approach of good fortune made 
Hi^ soon foi^t the sufferings I had so often en*^ 
countered, and I began to assume all the conse- 
quence of the perfisct gentleman, to sustain which 
with becoming dignity the ten pounds soon V9l^ 
nished, and I repaired again to Mr< Ranken for 
the draft and a further supply, the former I re- 
ceived and transmitted it at once to the execu- 
tors, requesting expedition ; the latter I was not 
so fortunate in procuring, but was desired to 
call again in a day or two. I accordingly called 
at the expiration of that time and received a fur'- 
ther sum of five pounds on account; with this 
sum I resolved to manage until the business 
should be completed. In the course of a wedc 
I received back the draft of the intended deed, 
approved by the executors of my uncle, which I 
lost not a moment in handing to Mr. Ranken 
with a request that it should be ei^ossed on the 
prosper stamp with all possible expedition. This 
he promised to attend to without delay. After 
a good deal of importunity, however, I got the 
deed engrossed from Mr. Ranken, which I for* 
warded at once to the executors for their sig« 
natures, an^ after a delay of nearly a fortnight 
received it back duly executed^ with a letter ad* 
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dteBied to Mr. Ruken aatboriiing the nmomtt 
of the mortgage tnoney and the interest th^reoli 
to be paid over to pae. With these doonmeots 
in my possession^ and full of spirits^ I set out 
lEbr Mr. Ranken's chambers^ whichi on my arri«- 
valy to my infinite surprise I found closed, and 
on inquiring as to the cause^ was given to un- 
derstand that he had suddenly disappeared, and 
no one knew what had become of him, or whi- 
ther he had iied. Langus^ is inadequate to de- 
scribe my feeiings on making this discovery, 
which precipitated me from the highest pinnacle 
of hope to the lowest abyss of despair. I retra- 
ced my steps to my lodgings, where I arrived 
full of gloom and melancholy, and shut myself 
up in my bed-^room, where I had well nigh ter- 
minated my earthly sufferings. 

In this state of despair 1 was visited by my 
friend Jenks, who seemed desirous to know in 
what manner I intended to dispose of my mo- 
ney. I could not help smiling at this interroga- 
tory, and on my apprising him of the sudden 
disappear^iDCc of Mr. Ranken, and my conse- 
quent disappointment, he seemed quite astound- 
ed, and after a pause of a few minutes remarked 
that I had long been the child of misfortune, but 
he bo^d that before long matters would take a 
more favourable turn. Seeing me extremely 
•dejected and low spirited, he endeavoured to 
rally me by |x»tfling out the iBUtiliQr of allowing 
sncha^sfcufflstance to prey upon my mind, and 
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bfiriag prevailed upon me to aocq>t a temporary 
loan, he quitted me, strongly recommending 
more fortitude. 

One day while I was thus pining with ineffee* 
toal sorrow I strolled into the Strand^ and had 
not proceeded many yards before I was aroused 
from my meditations by a tap on the shonldar; 
I turned round and at once recognized my cid 
friend Dandy Chapman, who expressed much sa- 
tisfaction at seeing me. Upon this I apprised 
him of the death of Mr. Solomons and of my be- 
ing out of employ. '^ Well/' said he, " it turns 
out very lucky that I should have met you, as I 
have within the last few minutes heard of a va- 
cancy in the office of Mr. Forbes, a very respec* 
table attorney residing in Gray's Inn Square, and 
if you go directly I think your appearance will 
operate in your favour.'' I expressed my thanks 
to Chapman for the intelligence, and procee(ted 
directly according to the address given. I was 
admitted to the presence of Mr. Forbes, to whom 
I made known the object of my visit; after hav- 
ing satisfied him with respect to my qualifica- 
tions and character he engaged me at a salary of 
thirty shillings per week. 

The next morning my friend Jenks paid me 
another visit before I was out of bed, and in- 
formed me that he had learnt that the sudden 
disappearance of Mr. Ranken was owing to his 
having bepome security for another party who 
had. become bankrupt, but t\M somelK^iea ^ 
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through the iDterference of bis friends,* which 
would enable him to return and resume his 
business. This inteHigence consoled me in some 
measure under my af&ictions, and I endeavoured 
to forget fny past disappointments in the hope 
that matters would soon assume a more favour* 
able aspect. 

The next day I entered on my labours, and 
«)on discovered that my employer prided him- 
self very much on his great proficiency in mak* 
ingout bills of costs. In this respect I endea* 
voured to excel him, and one day in particular, 
after exhausting all the tact and acumen of which 
he was capable, in the augmentation of a bill of 
costs that he was about to take into the office 
of one of the Masters in Chancery, he handed 
it to me for the purpose of having it copied. 
In glancing my eye over it I perceived it would 
admit of considerable improvement, and that 
there were many items omitted which could with 
propriety have been chained. I communicated 
this discovery to my master, who immediately 
concurred in my opinion, and authorized me to 
re- model it in any manner I thought proper; I 
went .to work upon it that instant, and improv- 
ed so far that I increased it by some fifteen 
pounds. This administered such satisfaction to 
Mr. Forbes, that he commended my discernment 
and, by way of stimulating me to persevere io 
the good work I had thus began, he presented 
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me wilh a soverdgn and adranced my salaiy ten 
ahillinga ,weekly. 

For a while things went on in this propitiom 
manner^ when one day a man of yery respecta* 
ble appearance entered the office^ accompanied 
by aaother, and inquired if there wa^ a yonng^ 
man of the name of Fagg there. I replied in the 
aiiirmative, adding that I was the party inquired 
after. ^' Bless me" said the stranger, whom I 
now recognized as* Mr. Ranken, ^ so yon are, I 
had almost forgotten you; I have had some dif«* 
ficulty in finding you out, and am now come to 
pay off tbe amount of the mortgage made by my 
client Mr. Simpson, to yo\ir unde the late Mr. 
Cheek, and have only to express my regret that 
you should have been so long detained oot of t^e 
money; I have suffered myself through the de« 
Imquency of others, and have been consequently 
compelled to disa{^oidt you." My joy on hear* 
ing this may be readily imagined, and after hav<- 
ing expressed some remarks on the inconvenien- 
ctes occasioned to me by the non-'payment of 
the money, Mr. Ranken inquired if tbe deed had 
been duly executed. Upon receiving an answer 
in the affirmative, and that it was then at my 
lodgings, he said '^ Well, I cannot wait just now 
but I shall call here at this hour to<*'morr6w, 
when you can have the deed ready, and we shall 
then complete the business." I ucged its com- 
pletion at otnce, determined not to afford him 
another chance of decttmpingy whereupon hein<* 
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quired bow for off were my lodgings $ and trpoo 
beii^ informed that they were oot far distant 
he agreed to wait my retnm. * I ran, or rather 
flew to my lodgings, and quickly returned with 
the deed and the executors' authority for paying 
orer the money to me. He had no sooner satis* 
fied himself of their authenticity than he handed 
me five hundred pounds, less the fifteen pcMinds 
which he had before advanced* 

This windfall having reached the ears of* my 
master, he in a very friendly and earnest manner 
de»red to know my future intenticms. I candid- 
ly intimated that I had some inclination to get 
articled with a portion of the money, and that 
the remainder I intended to invest in the funds, 
and allow it to accumulate until I had completed 
my articles; in the propriety of this arrangement 
he a[q[)eared to concur, but after a pause of a few 
minutes addressed me thus, ^' I tell you candidly 
Mr. Fagg, that I have, occasion just at this mo* 
ment for three hundred pounds, if you will lead 
me that sum I shall give you my bond and war-* 
ra&t of attCMHey to secuire the re^payment of it, 
and to convince you of my liberality, I will take 
you as my artided clerk, aud continue to pay 
the same salary that I pay yon now.'' Thb 
proposition which I conceived to be very foir 
and liberal, I readily embraced, and it was agreed 
that the necessarjp<bcuments for my being duly 
articled should "oe forthwith prepared. 

The next day which was the 21st of August^ 
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1817^ this l^al cereniaDy was didy p^Srfomicd 
according to law, and in the eireiiing 1 presented 
my.fellow-clerks with a five^ponod note to cele- 
brate the aaspicioas event. 

While matters wore this fayonrable aspect, I 
was one day perambalating Rc^nt Street, when 
my attention was arrested by a very neat eqni- 
page, in which sat a fashionably dressed lady 
whose features appeared to be familiar to me ; I 
surveyed her attentively for some time, and my 
snrpn^ may be readily imagined on recognising 
her to be Lady C . On making this disco- 
very I moved off, as I fancied nnnoticed, deter- 
mined to have no further communication with 
her ladyship, to whose artifices and treachery 
I attributed my incarceration, and narrow es* 
cape from a disgraceful punishment. Before 
I had proceeded many yards my progress was 
retarded by a servant in livery, who with a res- 
pectful salute informed me that his mistress, 
Lady C^— -, would be glad tobave a few mo<- 
ments conversation with me. . 1 hesitated for a 
minute, undecided whether or not I should com>- 
ply ; but reflecting that perhaps I had wrongfully 
accused her, and that I should at all events afford 
her an opportunity of explaining her mysterious 
behaviour, I reluctantly returned. She received 
me in a most courteous and afiable manner, and 
expressed the great pleasure she experienced in 
seeing me again, and remarked that she suppowd 
since our last interview I had vittted my native 
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eoQiitry. I was very reserved in retarning these 
courtesies, and candidly told her ladyship that 
she had very nearly put it out of my power of 
ever again visiting it. She declared she could not 
comprehend my meaning, and, begging me to 
be more explicit, invited a>e,to sit beside her, as 
she intended to take an airing in the park before 
dinner. With some hesitation I yielded to her re* 
quest, and had no sooner taken my seat than she 
commenced her inquiries as to the cause of my 
absence on the night in question. 1 in(ormed 
her of every particular connected with my cap- 
ture and subsequent discharge before the magis- 
trate, at which she seemed amazed, and could 
not help indulging occasionally in a hearty laugh 
at the ludicrous turn which our assignation 
had taken. As soon as her ladyship had heard 
me to tlie end, she expressed herself thus: — 
*' Well, Fagg, that I have been undesignedly the 
cause of much anxiety and uneasiness to you is 
quite true, for which I am exceedingly-sorry, but 
had you carefully followed my directions in res- 
pect to the door, you would have met with a very 
different reception; however, I must endeavour 
to make amends for the misfortunes that have 
be&llen you, and if I do not diminish them in 
future, you may rest satisfied I shall do nothing 
to augment them. I thanked her ladyship for 
this voluatary profession of friendship, the . sin- 
eerity of which I very much questioned. 
We had DOW beeairouiKl the park, whenl^uly 
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C directed to be driven home; on our way 

thither she expressed a wish that I should pass 
as the nephew of her late husband, under an as- 
sumed name, and gave me a few hints as to the 
manner in which I should conduct myself in the 
presence of strangers : I promised punctual obe- 
dience to her commands in that respect. Having 
now arrived at the house we alighted, and I fol- 
lowed her ladyship to the parlour, where I vms 
introduced to Miss C; after some unimportant 
conversation, her ladyship retired in company 
with her daughter to dress for diimer. 

Being now left alone her strange and mysteri- 
ous conduct filled me with various conjectui^es as 
to her real character and the reasions which in-^ 
duced her to wish me to assume a fictitiouis 
name, but as I had not seen any thing improper 
or indelicate in her conduct, I tlxyught it would 
be acting too harshly to draw precipitate infer- 
ences, which might in the end turn out to be tfn- 
foond^; I therefore suspended the formation of 
any opinion for the present, and left the disclo- 
sure to time alone. 

Dinner having been announced, her ladyship 
led the way to the dining room, followed by her 
daughter land myself, where a most sumptudus 
repast was laid out, towfaidi we sat down appa* 
rently highly pleased with each other. The in- 
terval between this meal > and supper time was 
agreeably passed M^ay'lrf Miss C. playing a few 
favourite, drs Oflfthe p4fl^oft>ite^ whioh 1 accom- 
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punied with a song; both mother and daugbt^ 
commended my performance in such flattering 
terms as made me, I confess, not a little vain of 
my vocal powers. Time passed almost imper-- 
oeptibly and ten o'clock arrived, when her lady** 
ship intimated to her daughter that she might 
retire for the night, with which intimation she 
instantly complied. Being now free from the 
restraint occasioned by the presen<^ of a third 
person, her ladyship became more free and 
unreserved, and said and did a great many 
agreeable things; notwithstanding which I could 
scarcely avoid looking upon her as a (rap or de*- 
eoy, perhaps determined to beguile me still fnr-^ 
ther^ and was therefore far from encouraging her 
advances; but as frail man has not at all times 
sufficient resolution to withstand temptation, so 
it was with me, her blandishments exciting the 
most bewitching ideas, threw me off my guard 
and subdued me to her desires. 

Late at night I tore myself from her ladyship's 
embraces and, promised to renew my visit on the 
following evening, which I scrupulously observed, 
and continued this course for neariy ^x months. 
During this pmod I accompanied her to plays, 
balls, and fashionable parties, passing as her ne* 
phew and adonrably sustaining the character I 
had assumqd. Nothing filled me with^more dis* 
gust than the absurd and ridiculous etiquette so 
rigidly observed in what is termed the bigka? 
cirdes; but by degrees and frequent iatercoiliw 
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t managed to accommodate rayaelf to maaoen I 
ao much despised. 

lu this manuer we spent our time very agree* 
ably, and as we imagined so circams|)ectly as Co 
afford no food for the craving appetite of scan* 
dal; hot in this we were mistalcen. One evening 
we were invited to a party which consisted prin- 
cipally of ancient ladies and gentlemen, with a 
few striplings of fashion, and on cards being in* 
troducedy her ladyship and myself hapi^euing to 
become partners at a game of whist, by ma 
unprecedented run of good luck we pocketed a 
pretty considerable sum. One of our oppoiients 
losing ail control of his temper, let drop some 
very ambiguous hints against the fair name 
aad reputation of my partner, with which my 
name was coupled in such a manner as to leave 
no doubt that I was the party alluded to. This 
indecent and unwarrantable attack I resented im* 
mediately, and from words we should have pro* 
ceeded to blows had it not been for the interpo* 
fition of some of those present. We quitted the 
company, however, exchanging our cards, and I 
returned home with her ladyship, neither of us 
well pleased with the occurrences of the nighty 
haviug hitherto imagined that our amours re- 
03aiued hidden and concealed from the . censure 
of the world* 

I proceeded next day to the house of my friend 
Jenks, with whom I kept up a correapmidenoe, 
and having related to him the affiiir^ h» agreed at 
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once that I could not do otherwise tban give him 
a ineetiDg. Having placed in his bands my op* 
ponent!s card, on which was inscribed ^^Tbe 
Honourable Theophilus Curry," my friend pro- 
ceeded without loss of time to the address on. the 
card, and had an interview with that gentleman, 
who referred him to his friend Major Fumew, 
with whom the preliminaries for a meeting were 
discussed, and fixed for the next morning in 
Hyde Park; I studiously avoided letting drop 
any hint of our intentions to her ladyship, lest she 
might endeavour to frustrate our arrangements, 
by giving intelligence at the police oSEkce* 

The next morning I arose under some pre- 
text^ and hurrying on my clothes watted u^xm 
my friend Jenks, with whom I proceeded to the 
place appointed ; we arrived there at the precise 
time, and had not waited long before my adver- 
sary and his friend made their appearance. I 
confess that during the time the <fistance at 
which we were to stand from each other was un* 
der consideration, I felt an unusual sensation and 
was almost petrified with dread; and, judging 
firom the pale and ghastly visage of my bonour-^ 
Able opponent, he was not a jot bett^. The 
ground having been measured we took our places, 
and on the signal being given we discharged our 
pistols at each other, but without effect; the se- 
conds now interposed, and so far succeeded that 
we quitted the ground without a second exchange 
M sbotS) my ppponent having made a very hftbd^^ 
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tome ttad appropriale apology for Us kitempe^ 
rate behavioar, and promised lo write me a note 
ID the course of tbe day expressive of bis regret 
at having Bsed expressions refiecting in any de- 
gree on the eharacter of a lady of Mich distine- 
tion^ and his belM of ttieir being totally destitute 
of foctodation. IVoe to his word, he forwarded 
the IcStter, Which I tost no time in placing in her 
ladyship's hands, alt which she seemed m^htfly 
Ideased, add commended my zeal and conri^ in 
very fiat€edng terms for having so heroically vini- 
dioal^ her itijtired hdhoar. 

I was not a little d^ighted at this termination 
of oar hostiliHes, which wa^ blazoned forth in the 
newspapers, and soon relichM the ears of Mif. 
Forbes, who being of a methddistieal torn of 
thinking, delivered me a veiy severe |AiiI]p[^ on 
the impradentee of being concerned in saeh affiiirs, 
and eigdm6A m^, on ^n of separaticto, never 
again to be Ckigaged in a sinfflto fecontre, at least 
during the neiAadnd^r of my term of servittlde. 

Altbongh I bad Kted with her 'ladyship fer 
nettrly tw^ve mcmths on the most intimate terms 
yet it is no lelss strange than trne that during that 
time I remaned totally ignorant of her teal eha* 
rttdt^r and circnmstances; thM she was a wdinan 
of unddubted respectability I had no reason to 
doubt, from Ibb drble in which sb^ moved; bat 
as to the lMn)% or extent of her pecuniary re* 
sonreei^ I httdndt the most distant idea> it was 
^tddenc thatt thiytimt have bWto very eonsider'- 



al^le to support (flfe m^lein i^bldb ^ehe lived. 
Fiifding her cm d»f all^eKceItetlt hiitti^ottt, I Ven^- 
tared to ialtede to the resett^ ^e iiad ahr^ys 
mttintfti&ed on fbis 6«]fe9(set>; *Wb^, tfudgjiigp of 
the drift cfimjf observtttiom^ sb^ fg^i^A-xMot&ily 
remavked tbttt ia6 the male sex'V9^te ^gel!ora% 
v«ry inqiiAsithre sbe woidd gruDfy ^my ««ii4<9ferity, 
and proceeded iti this imauner^^^ 
^ My late inudiand waa'the HMourat»ie^lMlti}66 

G«<**<-^, the iwoond son aof idte ilate Lbt«d ^ L ■ ^ 

wfaofemn^rlyiTesided tit^^^-^^Oaatle^iiu'WlH^brk^^ 
rely near tbe rewdeDoe :of tny fa^e^, -dacAttM 
MrarivBIe, .fisq^ As my &im had the 'ne^ttttioa 
of being a man of immeme^vreatldi, tbe latoLord 
L" "' ■ found it'oanveddait t»ibtonwBtyiiB/(AtMim 
terms with hin^ and botmowed from biiti lai^ge 
sQttB from tone to thne. jAb a r<itttrn Ibr tlve 
peenniiuy Bdvances tfiiis mffovded^ 'W^ tinerie idoii-^ 
stent ^isi(xlts at Hxe cmAey and w AHA^ofiittliQe^ 
wkicdi affiomi^ed to ftwenffty thovaand pmind^^ 
was looked upon as adesirahle thing by^lmid^ 
$btp; who 'Was what us vulgarly i termed ^pdiMliier 
lord, a man*iage between his second nbh ^nd 
myself 'Was proposed, ruad r«aldily Aocedeti ^to by 
my father. Upon qts soiemnizatioo a ^ieed of 
setlleAMUt wns ^xecutedi, by^which imy lotmne 
was invested in the naaaves ,of itsualeeB .for the 
betaiefit^of tbe isaoe lof ithe^mmcriage. 8hi»rt)yiaf^* 
tet'tbie celsbitttioti ofrOQtttiipdtials we vemeved to 
town, witeA mt tookiaihoase, aod /fit»ishi5d it 
with every thing that was sultaUe >to i<)idr t«i>k 
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and statioii m life, and received as wdl as retorn— 
ed the visits of some of the moat ftshionable peo- 
ple of the metropolis We had not lived long in 
this style before we fonnd that onr expenses con* 
siderably exceeded our income. Notwithstand-^ 
ing this discovery we had not sufficient discretion 
to contract our expenditure, the consequence was 
that we had to break up our establishment, and a 
commission in the army was purchased for my 
husband out of his patrimony, which was very 
inconsiderable, owing to the oppressive laws of 
primogeniture, laws repugnant not only to the 
principles of equity but to the best feelings of onr 
nature. He soon rose rapidly to the rank of a 
colonel, which he held at the time of his death ; 
this event was occasioned by being thrown from 
his horse, and occurred about three years since, 
leaving the young lady in whose society yo.u have 
so frequently been his only issue. His promo-* 
tion did not, as you may suppose, arise from the 
brilliancy of his services in the field, but was 
solely attributable to his family influence and 
connections. 

'^ It has always been my opinion,** concluded 
ber ladyship, ^<that family patronage has done 
more to injure his majesty's service than any 
other circumstance, inasmuch as men of real 
merit who have encountered dangers and diffi* 
culties, are excluded from a fair chance of pro- 
motion because they cannot command the smiles 
of those in power," 
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Id a few days after her ladjrsfaip had detailed 
those particulars she received a letter from one 
of her trustees^ who was in the habit of making 
her remittances arising out of the interest of her 
money, informing her that the twenty thousand 
pounds which had been vested in himself and bis 
co-trustee, had been sold out pursuant to a power 
contained in the deed of settlement, and lent on 
mortgage at an advanced rate of interest, the 
payment of which could not be immediately 
enforced, in consequence of some proceedings 
which had been instituted in Chancery. This in- 
telligence disconcerted Lady C a good deal, 

and after considerable cogitation she resolved, in 
order to avoid the importunity of some creditors 
who became extremely pressing for the payment 
of their demands^ to go into the country and 
pass some time among her friends until her af- 
fairs were arranged, and invited me to accom- 
pany her during her, sojourn. This invitation, 
after expressing my gratitude to her ladyship, I 
declined, under the plea that it was absolutely 
necessary some decisive step should be taken as 
to my future career in life. In the propriety of 
this observation her ladyship with some reluc- 
tance acquiesced. 

On the morning fixed for their departure I ac- 
companied Lady C and her daughter to the 
coach office and took an affectionate farewell of 
them; her ladyship, previous to setting out on 
her intended journey, having delivered tcr me a 



hUWx acoQinpfWfioit with a mqueafr that it sboald 
B0t be opeaed iinlil the fidloifiiigf dajr, vrtiick re« 
<iiie$4 [ promised stmtljr to observe^ The next 
dfiy on opettiog the letter, I tommk a twenty** 
^wod note epckosed, with & few Moeft expFessi^e 
of tier rcgrefe af oiir Mparatioii, which she hoped 
mnAd be oidjr tempomry. FVir my part, I eon-* 
fi9$a when I reflected en the very liberal and con«- 
aiderate maimer she had behaved towards me, 
and my introdjiciiioa by her means into the b^ 
fioqi€^ty» I mueh deplored oat Biaayoidable sepa-* 
ratioD; bat> again, vAqh I coaaideff^ hour mean 
and deapicable it is for any man to live on the 
bounty af another, more espcttaUy on one of 
tbftt 8e3(. who naturally look to us for protection 
Pind avppctft, I little regretted that this eonnec* 
tiuw Imk teivninated*. 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

jN^OTWiTHarAMPme my repeated visits to Lady 
P-^-ti^, of wbieh Mr. Forbes was not altogether 
ignorant, that gentleman seemed not a little gra^ 
tified on bearing of her departure, as he imagined 
that a c<H)siderable portion of the time bestow- 
ed on ber ladyship could have been more profita*- 
bly employed in the promotion of his interests; 
md one day upon expressipg himself to tbi^ ef*- 
feot, I apologised for some past instances of ncf i* 



ligeace t^ biui.ocoiuMci^ wd trtofed him thai 
teuceforwftrd he migbi cai[ciil«te ufOa my undir 
vkted uttentioo to buAMss^ i#d tbAt my futiioe 
exeFt¥>0fi would aioi:^ Umiq counterbalance p«At 
lycyWeDtipa. 

I i%idly fulfilled my ptomtu^ aud ftiteoded aa 
sedulously to the buainesa of fuy mfister that he 
pf omiaed. to receive me a$ his partner at the ext. 
piration of my articles which I bad now nearly 
served* 

My intercourse with Lady C-r-r- had given me 
a taste for domestic society wbich I thought my 
present income would allow me to indulge in ; 
still I WAS not disposed to. engage so fiu' as to de- 
pme myself of tbe power of taking advantage of 
any fortunate chance that might present itself^ 
for a permanent alliance with some lady of fk-* 
mily and fortune. Considering this subject one^ 
solitary evening, my thougbts turned on Rosim 
Godfrey; I bad not seen this young woman butr 
(moe since our meeting at the police ofiScC) and 
then I learnt that she continued with the same 
family in Russell Square* After a little delibera* 
tion I resolved on seeking an interview with ber> 
and endeavouring to asc^tain how far her own 
4ne)inations would lead ber to meet my views, 

A few evenings after this I met her by appointr 
ment> and the usual greetings having passed, I 
gradually introduoed the object of my visit by 
referring to the many happy days we had spent 
in each other's society, and contrasting them with 
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■qr pmcnt itoiatod oooditioii. Atthovgli I pio* 
oeeded to allude to my preteot desigii with the 
greatest caotkHi, she qoMdy perceifed my drift, 
and interropted nie by declarisg that nothing oo 
earth coold iodooe her to enter again upon such 
an onhallowed conne of life as she formerly led 
with me. ^ It is troe,'' she oontinoed, ^ I might 
hare been too easily sedoced by yoor persnasiona 
and promises, hot I loved you with as ardent a 
love as ever warmed a female bosom, and fondly 
hc^^ed that all my pleasing visions of happiness 
would have been realized by our union. How 
grievously I was disappointed i How bitterly I 
have lamented my errors. Heaven only knows ! — 
No, Fagg, my affisetions have been blighted, and. 
even should you now be disposed to perform that 
act of JQStice which yon ooght to have done years 
ago, my feelings would lead me to decline your 
ctkr. I have but one request to make,'* — she 
paused, as if waiting for my assent. I assured 
her that any thing in my power should be most 
willingly granted. She then resumed, '* You 
may recollect that we had a son, thoagb, as you 
have never alluded to him, I suppose he does not 
often trouble your thoughts; it is on his account 
that I have mach anxiety. When I came to re- 
side with this family, their libanlity enabled me 
to make frequent remittances to the person in 
whose care I had left our little George ; and, in 
return, I occasionally received most gratifying 
accounts of his progress ; but, by some means. 



between foar and five years ago, oilr channel of 
communication was lost, and all I have since 
been able to learn is, that she and the child came 
over to this country. Now, I ask nothing for 
myself, but if you can discover this dear boy let 
him not want an adviser and a friend ; and, oh4 
palliate as much as you can the errors of his mo- 
ther/* 

I endeavoured to convince her that my own in- 
clinations would lead me to do every thing she 
could desire with regard to our son, and again 
recurred to her own dependent situation; she 
replied that she was looked upon by the family 
as dne-of themselves, and the children who had 
been placed under her superintendence Were al- 
most as much attached to her as to their own 
parents, and though they were now grown up, 
and required little assistance from her, she did 
not think she should be unprovided for. She 
hesitated a little, and then went on to observe 
that perhaps she might wish to advise with me 
as a friend, but, as it was getting late, she would 
defer saying more till she met me again, which 
she would rather should be at some other place, 
as tny calling there might give rise to unpleasant 
observations. I proposed that she should call on 
me at my lodgings; this she promised to do at 
an early hour on the following evening, and we 
parted. I i*eturned home fully impressed with 
the idea that Rosina's ready concurrence in the 
proposal for a meeting at my lodgings was in- 
l2 



4hm4 ^ a ftoiie to return to lae oo the Imi 
tonus ^ c^iilil iMke, and detofmioei} iM»t to 
pwnotiMe her fiiFOQi* at too ex^iMtnf^ # lato* 

Rosioa kq>l ber ^ppcNiitiiieiiti I was pinpaved 
for her feeeptioa^ aad weloomad hpr tianie with 
a salato in such a free and fiuii^ iMPiiar as I 
boded woald save the troahle of a cefemomous 
introdoction. She gently repressed my advances 
and, sssaiDu^ a serious maooerj addressed me 
thnss-^^ Mr. Fa^^ I do not come h^are to wasto 
yoar time or my own in idle dalliapoe, I came to 
consnlt and advise with yoo as a brother} that 
is the rekitionship I had occasion to <^m after 
your departure last night, and in that <^anicter 
only can I ever see yoo again/' I re|died that it 
was qnito immaterial under what diigoise she 
saw me, provided we understood each other-r** 
" I am sorry/' she ccmtinoed, " to observe sp 
much levity in yonr ecwdnct, it is a proof that 
yon do not understand me; let me be more ex* 
pUcit. I ei^preased to yon last night my belief 
that when the family I am now with had'np ftr* 
ther need of my service I should not be uiq^fv^ 
vided Cor, th^ fa^ts are these: the butler, who 
has beeu many yeafs in the ^ame family, has 
made proposals to me, which my master and 
mistress advise me to accept^ as a means of bang 
' permanently settled; and they have geneion^ly 
o£fored to preheat xm with two hundred pounds 
towards setting us up in busiuess. He is a very 
worthy man, somewhat older thau myaelf, a^d 



hm aaved a ccmitdemble sun). I bow not yet 
gii^en any aoswer^ and I aak your bcKiest and qh^ 
biaafed opinion hofr I shall decide on this to me 
most iinpor<t«Qt occasion.. Shall I accept or de^^^ 
dine hia offer?'' 

This was a home thrust, but ocmsidering it 
might have been only a feint^ to stimulate me to 
deslaro myself and make hinr my own, I seemed 
£or a wh^le alosovbed by tt» momentous question, 
then, pnttingr on aU the gravity I could muster, 
ddffvered my opiaion in .the ibilowing terms; 

^ My dear sister^ y&u may recollect the words 
of the poet, ^ Senrice is no inheritance,'^ who 
then, in your skuatioti', would hesitate, to prefer 
a worthy, man^ with a num of money at his com-^ 
amod^ inde()Gaulent of the present promised by 
yonr gen^ous employers, and to which, if you 
follow my advice and accept this elderly gentle-^ 
man's proposals, 1 will add fifty pounds from my 
own limited funds as a testimoiiy of my brotherly 
aifecti^m." 

She smdled, 91^ remarked l^hat she believed I 
mm sineene in the advice I had given, and whe* 
tlier I should be found equally so ^s regarded my 
promise time WQuld shew« I assured her that 
my woid in tfaa|; eveal; might be relied on. She 
satd she w>uld not faH to give me due nptice, 
and, after receiviog a chaste firat^roal embrace, 
took her departure, leashing ine considerably dis^ 
appoioled m the eatimate I had formed of this 
amiable young woman^s virfeae* 



7k 

A tew weeks after this interview Miss Godfifejr 
became the lawful wife of Mr. Wade, the butler, 
and, having been presented yritb the two sums 
above alluded to, is now living happily and con* 
tented with her spouse, and carrying on a res* 
pectable business in the public line near Somers 
Town. 

While I was looking forward with intense anx* 
iety for the termination of my servitude, we were 
dreadfully shocked one morning on hearing of 
the sudden death of Mr. Forbes, who as he was 
proceeding to Westminster Hall for the purpose 
of attending a trial in which be was concerned, 
the cabriolet in which he was riding happening 
to come in collision with a coal waggon, the con- 
cussion was so great that he was thrown out 
head foremost, and his head chancing to come 
in contact with the curb stone, he was killed on 
the spot. 

The cup of hope was thus once more dashed 
from my lips, and the contemplated partnership 
upon which I had so often dwelt with delight 
was for ever put an end to by this melancholy 
event. The poignancy of my sorrow on this 
^occasion was also augmented by the recollection 
that the sum of three hundred pounds which I 
had lent the deceased if not totally lost was 
placed in extreme jeopardy; but my uneasiness 
on this head was soon set at rest, for on search* 
ing his papers a Will was discovered, made a 
short time previous to his death, by which he ap* 
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pointed his wife and mysdf joint executors. — 
This was so far satisfactory as it enabled me to 
become my own pay-master. 

Immediately after his funeral the practice waa 
advertised for sale, and several were in treaty for 
its purchase f bat, as I intended to apply for ad-^ 
mission in the ensuing term, I claimed the right 
of having the preference given to me. The just- 
ness of this was admitted on all hands, and ulti- 
mately I became the successor of Mr. Forbes for 
the sum which he stood indebted to me, namely 
three hundred pounds, having previously under- 
taken to make out the bills of costs due to the 
deceased, and get in as well as I possibly could 
his outstanding estate. 

In the ensuing Michaelmas Term, 1822, 1 was 
duly admitted and dubbed by Act of Parliament 
^' Gentleman, One," &c. and subscribed the great 
roll of attorneys preserved in Westminster Hall, 
having previously taken the prescribed oaths. 

Having now become a legalized practitioner, 
I found myself at first rather awkwardly circum- 
stanced in the adjustment of many of the debts 
due to the deceased by some of those whom i 
expected would continue as clients, and my duty 
as executor, but between the two extremes I de- 
termined on steering what is termed ^' a middle 
course,'' and so far succeeded that I very soon 
acquired not only the esteem and confidence of 
the friends of the" deceased, but of the various 
other parties interested. 
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Bf %Ms tfiicreet and iinparind behai4onr wiiicfa 
secinred the good optnioa of all parties, I carried 
on my business, which datiy increased, in a very 
sadsfaotQiy manner, and in a few years had the 
j^atifleatioB of finding myself in possession of a 
\rery extensive and respectable pvactioe, whidi 
produced on an average from fifteen hundred t» 
two thousand pounds a year. 

Fortune, sdil as fickle as ever, did not long 
favour me with her captivating smiles : Among 
the clients of the late Mr. Forbes was a very 
weall^hy vinegar merchant of the name of Jacques, 
who called at the office one day during my oc*^ 
casional absence, and left a memorandum re* 
questing me to call upon him at his house in the 
course of that afternoon, for the purpose of tak- 
ing instnK^ions %o prepare a marriage settlement. 
On receipt of this cooimunicQ^tion I repaired to 
the residence of that gentleman in Queen Square, 
and my name having been announced just as the 
family were about to sit down to dinner, Mr 
Jacques insisted on my stopping to dine with 
them. I had scarcely taken my seat at the table 
before one of the company, a stout, square-built 
man, whose swarthy visage appeared to have been 
tanned by at least fifty summers' suns, -sahusd me 
with several broadsides of his nautical wit; not 
exactly comprehending his lingo, I felt at first by 
no means very comfortable; but this feeling vi^ore 
off as the conversation became general, when I 
displayed my talents to some advaiitage, and 
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wbemver aq^ opportapit^ aifered, turned tte tar 
bto fM> ^roiUy Oil tbe tor^ tbiit be fottod iho 
"lm4 ffhwk/' ^ be w^ p\em^ to term me, 
W96 inore tb«i]^ ^ mftteb for him^ 

J WA4 not 4 UttlQ ^urpriaed ou l««riuQf tbat 
thi^ noprepoa^^eAaing persoi)«ge» wboae QAme waa 
Grant, wim tba intended bridegroom; nor did it 
reqoirq mucth pi^petratioQ todi^Qover that Miss 
Jacqneis, tb^ beaintifnl and blooming bride, was 
pot (90tir^ r^oncited to the sacrifice she was 
about tP make. During the sboit time that I 
bad bfifif^ in h^r company, I watched her move* 
mants pratty narrowly, and sometimes found her 
latently looking upon me, and now and then 
with m^ a langnisbing look, that believing the 
eyes to spaak the langd^e of the heart, I was 
vain enough to in^agioa that I bad already made 
a favourable^ impression on her, and that it was 
not improbable but she would have warmer feel-, 
ings thao those of gratitude for the man who 
should rescue her from the destiny to which she 
was dooined. 

la the midst of these pleasing reflections Mr* 
Jacques requested my attendance in an adjoin-* 
ing rcom for the parposa of taking down the^ 
* particulars of tbe proposed deed. I attended 
Um accotdins^y, and I had no sooner penned 
the meoesaary instriicttoAa than I took my depar«- 

tlWPO, 

On my return borne, and during tbe remainder 
of tbe evcniqg;j| Miss Jacques engrossed all my 



thoughts. Having every reason to apprehend 
that the artifices and misrepresentations of Mr. 
Curzon had succeeded in estranging from me the 
friendship of the Pelham family, and the proba- 
bility that the affections of the adored Emily had 
been transferred to my detested rival, I considered 
myself at liberty to prosecute to the best advan^ 
tage any matrimonial scheme that might offer. 
The fortune and future prospects of Miss Jacques 
were attractions by no means to be overlooked, 
even in my present flourishing circumstances, 
and provided I could obtain an interview with 
that young lady I did not expect to find much 
difficulty in supplanting Grant in her esteem $ 
indeed it was obvious to me that she looked with 
indifference, if not with disdain^ on the man who 
had been selected, evidently from mercenary 
motives, for her future partner. My remarks 
during the few hours I had been in her company 
led me to flatter myself that I had made some 
progress in obtaining her favourable opinion, but 
in what manner to ascertain the truth of this con- 
jecture, or how to procure an interview, I was at 
a loss to determine. 

My first thought was to disclose my sentiments 
in a tender epistle, but on consideration this ap- 
peared too hazardous an attempt, lest I might 
have miscalculated with regard to her disposition, 
and thereby lay myself open to severe animad- 
version ; I then contemplated putting myself in 
communication by means of one of the servants. 
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whose gt>od offices might be secured by a bribe, 
but this intention was- no sooner formed than 
abandoned, as being equally fraught with danger. 
Whilst in this state of uncertainty, it occurred 
to me that it would be necessary to have the 
names of the trustees of the intended settlement, 
which I had omitted to obtain in my particu-^ 
lars. Under a pretext of procuring them I pro- 
ceeded to the house of Mr. Jacques on the fol- 
lowing morning about eleven o'clock, a time 
when I suspected he would be absent from home, 
and on inquiry my conjectures turned out to be 
well-founded. I drew the servant into a casual 
conversation, and asked her a thousand absurd 
questions, which, if she had possessed the least 
penetration, would have led her to discover what 
was passing in my mind. Just as I was about 
to move from the door I chanced to look up 
towards the first floor, when I espied Miss Jacques 
at the window, who recognized me, and desired: 
the servant to shew me up stairs. She received: 
me very courteously, and after discussing for some 
time many indifferent topics, she expressed some 
surprise that I was a lawyer; for> said she, ^M 
have always looked upoa the members of that 
profession as a very grave and sedate body of men, 
and'the only mode in which I have been accus- 
tomed to distinguish those gentlemen was by 
their green s|)ectacles and black bags.'' I could 
not help laughing at this Ificonic description of 
the gentlemen of the long robe, which I endea- 
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wored to rectify by ttiaring her tbat theie were 
as. gay and volatile spirits in the profession of tke 
Itm, as in any other. lu the propriety of this 
lisnark she fally concorred, and^ good-humour- 
ediy observed that were she to take me as a sam«- 
pie, she must certaiiily confiBss henself mistaJcen 
in the opinion she had formed. I acknowledged 
this flattering compliment, and, by way of re* 
taming it, congratulated her upon her approach-^ 
iag nuptials; wibereuppn she begged me not to 
make any further allusion to the matter, as she 
could not bear the thoughts of it. I was not 
much astonished on hearing this declaration, 
which I looked upon as a favourable omen to the 
prosecution of my suit, and lost no time in dis- 
dosing my passion. On hearing this she affect- 
ed some surprise, and remarked that she had no 
objection to my person, which she candidly ad- 
mitted had made an impres»on upon her; but 
that at present I was an utter stranger to her, 
and, consequently, she could not be expect^ to 
place an implicit reliance upon the sincerity of 
my professions. Having satisfied her in this re- 
spect she agreed to meet me next day at a cer- 
tain place, and I took my leave. 

My imagination was so absorbed in anticipat- 
ing the hafipiness I was to enjoy the next day, 
that I slept very little that night, but getting up 
early in the morning went to the place appoint- 
ed, where I met Miss Jacques. As it would be 
tedious to relate all that passed at this interview. 
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let it suffice tliad. aftcs some per»»a8ioi| »hie cdn^ 
sealed to elope mth me m the aft^ivioen of Ibe 
fallowing day. 

Next morning, bairitig dispabcbed lay bveaktet 
I caUed i^pon Jenks, toidiooi I celated tlie whole 
ftffiur, and added the experimeEit was wiell worib 
being put to the te$l, aa tbelady's fortone amounti* 
^ to five thousand poiiiida; my friend with great 
serioosness expressed bis apiurehensions lest the 
eotei^prise should misoarey, hut recommended 
decision and promptitude. I promised strictly 
to obey his instructions and parted from him, 
observing, that although T could not with certain^* 
ty calculate upon success, yet that nothing on 
my part s^hould be wantii^ to deserve it. . 

I went from thence to my ebambers, where 
having given inatroctions respecting some mat- 
ters which required prompt att^ntion^ i gave my 
clerks to imderstand that I was unexpectedly 
called into the country on very urgent and im- 
portant business. 

Having thus arranged matters fov a few days' 
absence, I went to a livery stable keeper and 
hired a post<-cbaise and^ four of bis best horses ; 
with these I proceeded to Great Ormond Street, 
l^fore the hour fixed, and almost immediately 
after my arrival there Miss Jacques, true to her 
promise, made her appearance, and without d]s<^ 
playing much reluctance placed herself beside me 
and we set forward with all possible expedition 
for Gretna Grreen, for the purpose of beiug joined 
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in the holy bands of wedlock, to which destination 
my fair companion seemed by no means averse. 
As we proceeded on our journey she informed me 
that she loathed and detested the man who was 
intended to be her partner for life, who was a 
captain in the East India Company's service, and 
whose chief, if not sole qualification consisted in 
having amassed a considerable som of money, 
which, she observed, in her father's estimation 
seemed to be all that was requisite to constitute 
human felicity; but fi-om this opinion she totally 
differed, and commented in a roost earnest and 
energetic manner upon marriages brought about 
through family influence, and generally engen- 
dered in sordid and pecuniary motives, without 
any regard to the feelings of those immediately 
concerned. This conduct she censured with much 
severity, as most pernicious not only to the parties 
interested but to the best interests of society. 

If I was before captivated with her person, I 
was now no less delighted with her good sense and 
the charms of her conversation. In this agree- 
able manner we pursued our journey, and tra- 
velled all night, except during the intervals oc- 
cupied in changing horses and taking some re- 
freshment. On the afternoon of the second day 
we bad nearly reached the Scottish borders, when 
we were overtaken by a chaise and six horses, 
and our driver was enjoined in a menacing tone 
not to move an inch further if he valued his life« 
At this threat I thrust my head out of the chaise 
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to see what was the matter, imagining that we 
were about to be attacked by robbers ; but it i9 
impossible to describe my consternation on be* 
holding, the enraged bridegroom and the no less 
exasperated father. They forced open the chaise 
door. and presented themselves before my fur 
companion, to her great terror and amazement, 
and dragged me out. I managed to disengage 
myself from their grasp, and sustained for a 
while their joint attack, making, in the mean 
time, repeated appeals to the pbstilion, who was 
looking on, for assistance, but without effect. 
Notwithstanding the unequalness of the match I 
withstood their united efforts for some time, and 
knocked them down one after imother, until 
having become enfeebled and exhausted by the 
combined exertions of my adversaries, after an 
arduous struggle I was forced to yield the palm 
of victory to my opponents, who belaboured me 
until they imagined they had done their business 
effectually. 

I lay insensible on the road side I know not 
how long, but on opening my eyes I found my- 
self in the cottage of a poor man named Evans, 
who chancing to pass at the time, and seeing my 
body covered with bruises had humanity enough 
to have me conveyed to his house ; from his wife 
I experienced all the kindness and attention that 
was in her power to bestow. In the mean while 
a surgeon anived, and having dressed my wounda 
I was put to bed; here I remained for nearly 
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three weeks before I was able to venture oatside 
the door;, at the end of this period having reco- 
vered some strength, my beneftictress deshred to 
know something of my recent disaster. This 
piece of tola^ction I could not refuse to one 
fivm whom I had nxieived so much kindness^ 
therefore I related every particular without re- 
serve. She selemed diverted with the details of 
my intrigue, and expressed her regret at the un*^ 
faroiurable turn it had taken* During my rela- 
tion, Evans who was^aibroad^ returned home, and 
perceiving me engaged in serious conversation 
with his wife, cmidocted himself in such a man- 
ner as led me to auf^se that he was not aItoge«» 
ther free from suspicion but that feul pbi?^ had 
been practised towards him. 

I was not misti^en in this conjecture, for on 
the next morning I was quite overpowered by this 
good matron informing me d»at her husband had 
reproached her with infidelity* I felt serioQimly 
hurt at this accusation, and although i was not 
quite recovered, yet, rather than centmueunder 
the same roof wJ4ii a man capable of entertaining 
so unfouuEided an idea, I determined at once te 
quit and thus^put an end to i^ fuF^errbiekerings. 
Having apparently satisfied Evans df die fallacy 
of his suspicious, and remUBerated 'botfa bimsetf 
and wife handsomefy for their 'trottble, I ^aok 
the coach for London, wbere I anvved in the af-*> 
temoon of the feUowing daqr. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

On venturing abroad a few <lays «fter my arri*^ 
val in town, I found to my great sutprifte^ tliat the 
particYilars of my trip towards Oretna Green^ and 
the udlficky inanner i^ which it had terminaeed, 
had. preceded tne; I was not a little provoked 
at this disoovery, wbnch I imaginqd was cinly 
knowu toa few. This nimoar affect^ my prac- 
tice to «oeh an extent that a namber of my cli- 
ents, who prided themsrives on beiBg stridt «)o- 
ralists^ withdrew their cdantenance from m^, 
and I had the mortification 'of seeing (fny business 
^very day decline^ so thiit In making a :h&M 
stroke for a wifo with a small fortune, I loBt the 
chance of making a ooiusidiBifable oiie in a Hew 
y^ars by my own exertions. 

Pirom an^ioty on this acooont, as well as ^v^ 
ing exposed myself too soon to the <inolem%l)cy 
of the Weaihter, it being in the n>onth of De- 
cember, I had a very severe refepse #hr}ch threw 
toe into a violent 'fever, from the ftllal effects of 
which 1 narrowly escaped. 

I how began to entertain ^^i^tis fliotights 6( 
scflfing toy pl^actic^, before It beisatole Wittily ut}-^ 
productive, and was ^or sotafe l!toe<on the lodk 
ont for a pnrchiteepr. 

Whikt in thss i^spe^se I 1^lx)Ught ah Action 
for a pi^^bh 6f ihls llatoe of Ha^rrSs agUhst one 
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Foster^ for goods sold and delivered. The de- 
fendant had pleaded in fa^r to the action that he 
had been discharged under the Insolvent Act, but 
in his schedule he neither inserted my client's 
name, nor had he served him with the usual no- 
tice. Upon the trial I was called upon by the 
defendant's counsel, whose name was Jolly, to 
admit both these facts; but this I declined to do, 
observing that they should be proved in the re* 
gular way. Whereupon Mr. Jolly, who was de- 
sirous of being jolly at my expense, waxed wrath, 
and in his address to the jury commenced a most 
violent tirade, and accused me of having specu- 
lated in the action with a view of making costs. 
I rose at once to repel this unwarrantable and 
unprofessional attack, and with a good deal of 
warmth disclaimed being actuated by any such 
sordid motive as that imputed to me, and that I 
was as incapable of doing any thing mean or dis- 
honourable as the learned counsel himself, or any 
other man in existence. Upon hearing this 
Mr. Jolly,, who seemed to have lost his temper, 
replied that I should have known better than to 
interrupt counsel, who, I must have been aware^ 
always took precedence of attorneys. I protest- 
ed against any such doctrine being recognized 
or countenanced, and resolutely maintained that 
there was no fixe4 principle upon which it was 
based, but that it was merely an assumption of 
privilege,' and that I, as an individual^ would 
never submit to it. The principle which I laji4 . 



m 

down iras, howev&t, overruled by the presiding 
jiKige, who sarcaslicaUy remarked that it was a 
privilege recc^nized from time immemorial, and 
that be ahoirld very mttcb regret to see the day 
when its correctness should be quesliaofed. His 
lordship bad no sodfier expressed bimrsdf in this 
manner than [ rose' and contended in support of 
my foFiner position. He now enjoined me to 
sit down, and not to interrupt the proceedings Of 
the Court; I therefore yielded^ having first deli- 
berately declared that I should never again open 
my lips in a Court of Justice until I wasi on an 
equality with those who so zealotisly arrogated 
to themselves this peculiar superiority, and quit-' 
ted the Court that instant, resolved to catty my 
asserticMM i»lo execution^ 

My conscience on this occasion fifanctioned 
what I had dooe, and I had likewise the sfatisfac^ 
tk>n to imagine that, if it had hot beep entirely 
approved of, it bad the approbation of the majo^ 
rity of those that were then in Court* 

My first care after leaving the Court was to 
get a friend to wait upon Mr« Jolly, and demand 
from him satisfaction for the insult he had given; 
but that gentleman, who preferred declamation 
to powder and shot, declined to grttnt fne the 
required meeting, on the plea that the language 
complanved of was used in his professional capa- 
city, and tberefot^e he did not consider him^f 
liable to be called on to make reparation; and 
added tiiet be had only acted according to his 

M 



242 

instructions, which informed him that the de* 
fendant had no defence to the action, and that 
all he had to do was to abuse the plaintiff's at- 
torney as much as possible. I was both sur- 
prised and indignant on hearing these particulars 
through my friend — surprised at this novel mode 
of defending an action, and indignant at the re- 
fuge taken by Mr. Jolly under his professional 
mantle. 

A few days subsequently to this afifair I suc- 
ceeded in disposing of my practice for nine hun- 
dred and fifty pounds; this sum and the out** 
standing debts that I was enabled to collect, put 
me in possession of upwards of thirteen hundred 
pounds. 

In conformity with the declaration 1 had made 
in (iOurt, I entered as a student in Lincoln's Inn, 
and, after having practised the most rigid econo- 
my and undergone the usual probationary terms, 
I was in due time called to the bar. 

I took chambers in Middle Templ^ Lane, and 
regularly attended the different Courts, which I 
perambulated for nearly two years, without hav- 
ing earned sufficient even to pay for the powder 
of my wig. 

The expenses incidental to my being called to 
the bar having nearly absorbed the money I had 
obtained by the sale of my practice, I continued 
during the greater part of the latter period to 
subsist on the residue, eked out by occasional 
remittances which I procured from my brother 
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Darby^ who now carried on a very good trade as 
a butter merchant in his native city. 

Meanwhile I became acquainted with several 
briefless barristers whose circumstances and pro- 
spects were not one whit better than my own; 
among these associates in adversity was a gen- 
tleman of the name of Richards, who was the 
sou of a curate of the established church. As 
our dispositions were not dissimilar we became 
almost inseparable companions, and used to at- 
tend the courts together alike unprofitably, and 
console each other under our mutual disap- 
pointments by vituperations on the senseless at- 
torneys who did not discover or appreciate our 
merits. 

One day in our egress from Westminster-hall 
to a tavern hard by, having our gowns and wigs 
on, we encountered a bandy-legged sweep, who 
was so completely begrimed with soot that 
scarcely a feature of his countenance was visible. 
My friend, who was desirous of being merry at - 
the poor fellow's expense, accosted him thus ; — 
" What is the news, my boy, from hell?" The 
little fellow, with a scrutinizing glance perceiying 
what we were, answered, " Nothing, Sir, extra- 
ordinary, except that a gre^t law-suit is going on 
there respecting a partition wall which separates 
the devil from the pope ; the pope is for keeping 
it up, but the devil is for pulling it down." — 
" And pray," inquired "Richards, '^ how do you 
think it will be decided?" ** Why," rejoined 
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the sweep, with the greatest composure, *^ I can- 
not say with certainty^ the pope has most money, 
but the devil has most lawyers." 

The impoverished state of our finances occa* 
sioned us, not unfrequently, to repair to a ground' 
cellar, situated in the neighbourhood of Drury 
Lane, known by the more refined appellation of 
" The Diving Dining Rooms,*' to partake of a 
cheap snack. We visited this place by stealth, 
and then only when we had no money to get om* 
dinners elsewhere, it being the rendezvous of 
coach cads and jarvies, at whose expense we 
sometimes feasted, and by whom we were dubbed 
by the unenviable appellation ot ^^ the poor law- 
yers.'* The proprietor of this retreat for satisfy- 
ing the cravings of nature at a cheap rate, prided 
himself not a little on having us as his custom- 
ers, as he imagined our occasional presence 
stamped his house with, a degree of respectabili- 
ty; however, be that as it may, we contrived to 
run up a score to the amount of ten pounds odd, 
and having put off Mr. Barrow, who kept the 
house, with repeated promises of payment which 
were^as often broken, he at length was prevailed 
upon to accept the joint and several promissory 
note of myself and Mr. Richards for the money. 
When the note became due. neither my friend nor 
myself were in a situation to meet it, the conse*' 
quence was that proceedings were had to judg- 
ment,. Upon which executions were issued ; one 
morning I was arrested upon one of these, and 
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conveyed to one of those receptacles for the 
unfortunate^ properly denominated spunging- 
bouses. 

I spent the afternoon of that day deliberating 
on the means of obtaining my release^ unwilling 
to have recourse to the unwearied friendship of 
Jenks while any other expedient remained. Ai 
last I recollected a person whom I had rendered 
assistance to on several occasions^ and who had 
in return assured me of his eternal gratitude and 
regard; to him I despatched a messenger^ ap- 
prising him of my situation, and requesting his 
interposition in my behalf. 

Next morning, whilst awaiting with impatience 
the arrival of this friend, I was not a little sur- 
prised on the youth who had officiated as waiter 
at the *^ Diving Dining Rooms'* being shewn in ; 
imagining that he had come to make some pro- 
position on the part of his master, I desired to 
know the object for which he had been sent. — 
He replied that the visit was a voluntary act on 
his part, and only to be attributed to a desire to 
assist me; at the same time expressing a hope 
that I would not be offended at the liberty he had 
taken. I felt very much prepossessed in favour 
of George (the only name by which I knew him) 
to whom I tendered my thanks for his kindness, 
and assured him of my friendship in return. 
Upon this he sighed, and ^ informed me that he 
had but a short time before heard of my arrest ; 
that on hearing my name, which he had not pre- 
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viously known^ it struck him so forcibly that he 
felt an instinctive desire to render me any assist- 
ance in his power; he further added, that he had 
managed to save a few pounds^ which he pressed 
me to accept as a loan . until it was convenient 
for me to repay him. I was penetrated with 
gratitude at this unsolicited act of generosity on 
the part of a youth moving in such a humble 
sphere of life, and whose conduct on this occa- 
sion appeared inexplicable. 

As my curiosity was excited by the spontauc* 
ous feeling manifested by George in my behalf^ 
I questioned him as to his name and place of 
nativity. He told me that his name was George 
Godfrey, and that he was born in the city of 
Cork; but, with regard to his parents, he said, 
he had no recollection of having ever seen them; 
that when he was a baby he had been entrusted 
to the care of a nurse, by whom he had been 
brought to this country; that she had made 
many ineffectuar eflforts to discover his parents, 
who had both come to England many years ago, 
and that, having been thus deserted by those who 
were by nature bound to succour and protect 
him, the poor woman to whose care he had been 
abandoned, procured him a place as errand boy 
when he was scarcely ten years old, and he had 
since that time managed to live by his own ex- 
ertions; and not only had he done so, but he had 
in some measure requited his foster-mother for 
the trouble his parents had entailed upon her. 
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I began to feel an uncommon interest as George 
unfolded these particulars, and, my curiosity be- 
ing now wound up to the highest pitch, I made 
some further inquiries; in answer to which he 
observed, " My mother's name was Godfrey, and 
that is the name I was called by, for what rea- 
son I could never learn, but I have often heard 
the nurse say that my father's name was Fagg, 
and that he was a lawyer." 

Words are inadequate to depict t^e ejnotions 
of my soul on hearing these words pronounced ; 
a conviction rushed on my mind that this was 
my long-neglected son ! I started up and clasp- 
ed him in my arms, and, bursting into tears, fell 
upon his neck in a transport of joy, unable to 
articulate a single sentence. At length, recover- 
ing the'use of speech, I exclaimed '* Thou art 
indeed my s6n ! and I am that unhappy father 
to whom you allude," The youth himself seem- 
ed lost in amazement, and, almost doubting his 
senses, wept in his turn. 

In the midst of this scene my friend Richards 
made his appearance; I imagined that he had 
come to pay me a visit, but in this he soon un- 
deceived me, by observing that he was sent to 
bear me company, at the suit of the same plain- 
tiff for the identical debt for which I was in 
custody, and could not refrain from laughing 
heartily at the singularity of the circumstance 
which had procured us this meeting. I felt too 
much excited to join in his mirth, and remarked 
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Ibftt the ioBcrDtable decreet of divine PnorideQce 
had, just before bis arrival, ordaioed me a noiQcb 
more extraordinary meeting with this youdi, in 
whom I bad found a long-lost son. - Richards 
congratulated me on my discovery, but said be 
was not at all surprised at it, for he had often 
observed the yontb gazing veiy earnestly npon 
me, and, from the strong resemblance in oar 
features, had been led to think that if he was not 
'^ a chip of the old block,*' he was a branch of 
the same family; he added, that he bad some- 
times been half*incKned to banter me on the 
subject, bnt was restrained by the fear that it 
might be touching a tender part 

The friend to whom I had written now arrived; 
with the assistance which he was enabled to af- 
ford, and the small sum advanced by my son, I 
succeeded in obtaining both the discharge of 
myself and Richards. 

In order to remove every doabt that might 
possibly exist with regard to my son, I accom- 
panied him the same afternoon to the nurse, ivho 
seemed to have- a perfect recollection of my fea- 
tures, although it was nearly eighteen years since 
she bad seen me. She fully corroborated all 
that he bad stated, and said, that for son>e years 
after Miss Qodfrey's departure from Ireland she 
leceived freqnent remittances from her, which 
enabled ber to support the boy, that these failing 
she came to this country, with the intention of 
resigning ber charge to his parents^ but not be- 
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ing able to discover them, she continued - to do 
the best she conld until he was able to shift ibr 
himself. 

I despatched a letter to George's mother, ap 
prizing her of the strange oc.currence ; this mode 
I thought preferable to his calling upon her, lest 
her feelings on his sudden appearance might be- 
tray her. She called shortly after the receipt of 
it at my chambera, and her joy on beholding her 
son may be readily imagined. As soon as her 
first transports had subsided we deliberated on 
the best means of providing for him, and mutu- 
ally agreed that I shotild endeavour to procure 
him an engagement in an attorney's office. 

Out of evil sometimes comes good, and so *I 
found it in this instance, for had it not been for 
my arrest at the suit of Barrow, it is rather 
doubtful if ever I should have met with my soq, 
at least so as to have known him. As it now 
became necessary that he should be provided for 
r succeeded a few days subsequently in obtain- 
ing for him a situation in an attorney's office, 
where T determined he should continue until my 
circumstances should assume a more favourable 
aspect. 

Necessity, it has been observed, is the mother 
of invention; it certainly was with me, for I was 
now reduced to such extremities that it became 
incumbent on me to take some decisive step in 
order to avert that penury and distress with 
which I was threatened. 
m9 
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To meet daily necessities I invaded the profes- 
sion of the humbler class of reporters, usually 
denoniinated penny-a-line men^ and selected the 
Sessions and Police offices as the ^sphere of my 
operations. When those places became barren 
of news, I had to draw upon my invention for 
the deficiency; how many barbarous and inhu- 
man murders and determined suicides did I not 
perpetrate in my imagination, which I almost 
daily hashed up and sent through the medium of 
the press to the world as indisputable facts. 

A liar is sooner or later sure to be exposed, and 
this was my fate; my lies were so palpaple and 
glaring that they did not escape the lash of my 
opponents ; a wordy warfare ensued, which led 
to an infinite variety of pros and cons, and \vhich 
my worthy patrons very unceremoniously put an 
end to by determining to receive no more of the 
effusions of my fertile imagination which in the 
slightest degree bordered on the horrible. 

In this dilemma I had to descend from the 
horrible to the ridiculous, and to try my hand at 
some harmless piece of' raillery, such as the 
freaks of a tar, or some domestic disagreement 
between some unhappy couple whose earthly 
happiness had fledj but I very soon found out 
these incidents did not yield that resource which 
I at first calculated upon, and determined on re- 
linquishing them as subjects beneath my notice. 

My practice in this line, however, enabled me 
to obtain an engagement with a proprietor of one 
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of the minor joarnals, to report the proceedings 
of the House of Commons^ whose sittings I re- 
gularly attended^ and contributed to send forth 
to the world the midnight lucubrations of some 
of the collective wisdom of the nation, a great 
portion of which, I must candidly confess, was. 
sorry stuflF. How often have I burked, to use 
a technical phrase, the harangues of many M. P.'s 
'Who expected to have three or four columns de- 
voted to their orations, and which I disposed of 
in as many lines, because I had imbibed some 
pique against them, or they had rendered them- 
selves in some manner obnoxious to some of my 
brothers of the quill. 

In this manner I added another year to the two 
preceding ones; but I soon grew weary and dis- 
satisfied at spending my time so unprofitably, 
and often regretted the precipitate step I had 
taken in aspiring to a rank which I had not funds 
to support, instead of having contented myself 
with the less dignified station of an attorney; 
^nd this dissatisfaction was further increased on 
reflecting how my finances had been exhausted. 

One evening, whilst ruminating over my al- 
most hopeless condition and the prospect of ap- 
proaching want, I was suddenly startled by a 
loud knocking at the door of my chambers, and 
presently a man of respectable appearance en- 
tered, in whom I recognized a Mr. Nelson, a 
gentleman who had had some slight transactions 
with me when I practised as an attorney. He 



Minted ine very civilly^ Slid iminediat^ piooee^ 
ed to uuike known the object of his mit. ^ I 
am come^* said he, '^ to consult yon on a very 
complicated business : Clients of mioey who aie 
very poor men^ are entitled to ooosideiabie pro* 
perty as next of Idn to a party recently deceased; 
there are various other parties who duni in a 
similar character. A suit has been instituted in 
the Court of Chancery, and an issue directed to 
ascertain who are the next of kin; our oppo* 
nents are rich and powerful, and as they will 
strain eirery nerve to defeat the just claims of my 
clients, it behoves us therefore to leave nothing 
undone to counteract their efforts. I shall have 
occasion, from time to time, to consult you on 
many important points arising out of the cause, 
IP getting up evidence, and on other matters, 
and if you will undertake the business, the par- 
ties have consented that an agreement shall be 
drawn up, by which one thousand pounds each 
shall be secured to us in case we succeed in es- 
tablishing their claims, independent of the usual 
charges; so thai it will be with us, in fact, ^^ No 
cure no pay." I promised Mr. Nelson to look 
into the papers which be left with me for that 
purpose, and if I thought, after perusing them, 
that there was the least probability of success, 
I should not object to embark in the business on 
the terms proposed. 

1 spent the remainder of the evening and near* 
ly the whole of the next day in examining the 
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pedigr^ of the Beveral claimaoto, which appear*- 
ed |x> be ^o very satisfactory that I did not heoi*- 
tate to undertake the advocacy of their cause on 
the conditions offered. I communicated to Mr. 
Nelson the result of my deliberations, who short- 
ly after the receipt of it, forwarded me the ne- 
cessary agreement for my approval. This was 
executed on the following day by the several 
parties interested. 

For nearly two months subsequently my time 
was principally occupied on this cause, pointing 
out every minute and apparently insignificant 
circumstance which I thought might in any man* 
ner tend to strengthen the claims of these poor 
men, ^ 

On the issue coming on to be tried at the 
Guildford Assizes in the year 1830, a verdict was 
returned in their favour, with others, who were 
respectively declaried to be next of kin to the de- 
ceased. I had on this occasion the satisfaction 
of hearing the judge who presided bear testimo* 
ny to the able and efficient manner in which I 
had conducted the cause of my clients. . Upon 
the return of the issue into the Court of Chan- 
cery, the three Jamesons, for whom I was con- 
cerned, received between them about twelve 
thousand pounds, clear of all deductions. 

Having thus wound up this my maiden at- 
tempt^ and received the money stipulated to be 
paid pursuant to the agr^ment entered into, I 
lost no time in discharging my pecuniary obliga- 
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tions to my friend Jenks; I also fbrnisbed a 
house with a portion of it, and took my son as 
my clerk. 

Being now enabled to go on circnit, I soon 
became what is termed in legal phraseolc^, a 
^* leading man/' and the fame of my snceess hav- 
ing been blazoned in the capital, in a short time 
I was in as moch repute there as on the circuit. 

This celebrity soon attained for me the rank 
of one of his Majesty's counsel, which digni6ed 
station I now hold, with a prospect of still fur- 
ther advancement. My practice since my eleva- 
tion has continued to increase, and now realizes 
from three to four thousand pounds per annum* 
But the gratification of ray ambition was not 
without alloy; the pleasure which I experienced 
on account of my promotion was considerably 
lessened by the intelligence of the death of my 
parents, which occurred about that period ; and 
it was some time before 1 could divest myself 
of the sorrow into which that melancholy event 
plunged me. 

Being now accustomed, from the eminence I 
had attained in my profession, to mix in the first 
circles of fashion, I naturally looked about fof a 
partner with whom I might share the happiness 
of domestic life; but vain were my endeavours 
to select one congenial to my feelings. The pos- 
session of Emily Pel ham alone was wanting to 
complete my earthly happiness; but, alas! when 
I reflected that nearly twenty years had elapsed 
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since our separation, and that all correspondence 
for a great portion of that period had ceased al- 
together, I gave up all thoughts of her as per- 
fectly hopeless; my long absence and the impor- 
tunity of her friends had doubtless succeeded in 
prevailing upon her to bestow her hand upon my 
rival Curzon, 

These notions haunted my imagination almost 
continually, and one evening in particular they 
preyed so heavily upon ray mind that in order to 
dispel my gloom I called a coach and directed to 
be driven to Co vent Garden theatre. I had ' 
scarcely taken my seat in a box, when ^ stout 
gentlenian who was sitting there looked stead- 
fastly at me, and continued his scrutinizing stare 
for some time. I was far from being pleased at 
this piece of ill-breeding, and arose from my seat 
with an intention of getting rid of this imperti- 
nence; just as I was about to move, the stran- 
ger pulled me gently by the, skirt of the coat, and 
in a very respectful manner desired to know if 
my name was not Fagg, Upon my answering in 
the affirmative, he leaped updn me in a trans- 
port of joy and encircled me in his arms, to the 
no small amusement of those in the adjoining 
boxes. I was not a little astonished at this 
strange behaviour, and as soon as J could disen- 
gage myself from the stranger's embrace I de- 
sired to know the cause of this extraordinary 
conduct; whereupon he exclaimed in true mile- 
sian style, "Arrah! Mr. Fagg, don't you recol- 
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lect your old school-fellow Gallivan?*' On this 
exclamation T considered him with much ear- 
nestnessj and in some measure recalling his fea* 
tures, inquired if he were not one of those who 
rook a part in the breach affair with O'Shaugh- 
uessy. "Och, the very same/* he cried. On 
hearing this I shook him by the hand and ex- 
pressed much pleasure at seeing him. Without 
waiting for the conclusion of the performance, 
we retired, and having invited Mr. Gallivan to 
supper, we proceeded to my residence in Tor- 
rington Square. 

On our way thither Mr. Gdlivan desired to 
know some particulars of my fortune since ouV 
separation from school. I complied with his 
request, and briefly related some of the princi- 
pal vicissitudes I had encountered. He seemed 
much amazed at the dif&culties I ,had experi- 
enced, and not a little delighted on hearing of 
my present elevation. After supper I desired in 
my turn to be favoured With sope circumstances 
connected with my friend's career, who satisfied 
me in a few words, by giving me to understand 
that after he had quitted O'Shaughnessey's school 
he was bound apprentice to an apothecary; that 
his master having failed in business before the 
completion of the term of his servitude, he visit- 
ed London, where, after undergoing some priva- 
tions, he succeeded in obtaining employ as a che- 
mist's assistant, in which capacity he had so well 
acquitted himself as to acquire the good opinion 
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of his employer, through whose bounty he was 
enabled to obtaih a diploma as surgeon, and that 
he was then residing in Bloomsbury Square, in 
possession of a very respectable practice. ^* I 
have," continued he, ^ recently visited my native 
country, and it was stated by some that you were 
practising at the English bar with considerable 
success ; whilst others were of a different opin- 
ion, and alleged that you had died abroad. — 
Among the latter class I am informed is the lady 
that you rescued from the cave, whose nuptia)$ 
with Mr. Curzon were to be celebrated in about 
a fortnight from the time that I quitted, which 
is exactly tem days since." 

It would be impossible to describe my feelings 
on hearing the latter part of this narrative 5 I 
remained absorbed in amazement for some time; 
At length recovering from my stupor I intimated 
my determination of setting out next day for 
. Ireland, and giving, in propria persona, the di- 
rect lie to the story which I had no doubt had 
been circulated by my detested rival Curzon re- 
lative to my death. Dr. Oallivan approved of 
my determination, and remarked that if the mar- 
riage had not taken place before my arrival, my 
presence would at all events afford Miss Pelham 
an opportunity of evincing her attachment to- 
wards me. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

riAviNG made the necessary arrangements I set 
out the next day on my intended journey, and 
after an expeditious passage landed in the city of 
Cork^ from whence I took my place in the mail^ 
and arrived late in the evening of the fourth day. 
I took up my quarters at an hotel within a few 
miles of the mansion of Mr. Pelbam. The news 
of my arrival spread like wildfire^ and the inn 
was literally besieged by a host of visitors who 
called to pay their respects to me; but their at- 
tentions I resolved to dispense^ with until a more 
fitting occasion. 

My immediate object was to set on foot every 
inquiry as to whether ^iss Pelham had been 
actually married or not ; but all the intelligence 
I could obtain was from one of the waiters at the 
hotels who informed me, that chancing to meet 
that very day an old fellow-servant of his in the 
street, who was now in the service of the family 
of Mr. Curzon, he had learnt from him that that 
gentleman was going to be married the next 
morning to a lady of the name of Pelham. 

This intelligence stung me to the soul, and in. 
the first transports of my rage I resolved eitlier 
to challenge my rival to mortal combat, and thus 
at once determine our pretensions to the hand 
of Miss Pelham, or to proceed to the house of 
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Mr. Peiham and demand a fulfilment of his daugh- 
ter's pledge, which my rank and station in soci* 
ety fully warranted me in doing. While hesitat- 
'ing which of these extremes to adopt, a third 
course presented itself to my mind which, after 
a little reflection, appeared preferable to either : 
this was to apprize Miss Peiham by a letter of 
the fact of my being so near at hand,^and thus 
afford her an opportunity of testifying that affec- 
tionate regard which at one time she professed 
to entertain for me. Accordingly I took up my 
pen and after sundry scratchings and blottings 
penned an epistle which ran thus : 
" My dearest Emily, 

After an absence of nearly twenty years, 
I have returned to claim your fair hand, which I 
would fain hope has not yet been bestowed upon 
another, and that you still cherish a vivid recol* 
lection of the vow which we then reciprocally 
entered into, namely, that nothing but death 
should separate us. This vow has been my so- 
lace in adversity, and cheered me on to attain 
a distinguished position in society. I Write this 
from an inn in the next town, and shall repair to 
night, precisely at nine o'clock, to the porter's 
lodge, when I hope to have the pleasure of pres- 
sing to ray aching bosom that lovely form upon 
which I have so often gazed with rapture, until 
then believe me, dearest Emily, 

Yours most affectionately, 
M. Fagg.'* 
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As aooD as I bad sealed this letter I despatched 
it by oae of tbe servants beloDging to tbe inn, 
with a desire that he should take a post-chaise 
(it being five miles distant) and not return with* 
out an answer. After an anxious interval of three 
hours the messenger returned, bringing back 
word that be had delivered my letter to the por* 
ter at the lodge, who took it up to the house, and 
after waiting some time was told that Miss Pel^ 
ham was so paVticularly engaged that she could 
not be seen nor the letter delivered^ to her. I 
ordered fresh horses to be put to the chaise, with 
which I immediately returned, and found my- 
self at the lodge just as the clock struck nine. 
The gate was opened by the old porter whom [ 
recollected to have seen about twenty years be- 
fore, and who in a grumbling voice desired to 
know the nature of my business. Upon my ex- 
pressing a wish to have a letter conveyed to Miss 
Pelham, he said that was impossible, as she had 
either retired to rest or was so busy making 
preparations for her wedding, which was to take 
place the next morning, that she could not be 
disturbed. 

Not satisfied ynth this denial, I asked the old 
porter if years had so altered me that he did not 
recollect Mr* Fagg? At the mention of this 
name he held a lanlp with a glimmering light up 
to my face, and after having surveyed me frotn 
head t6 foot exclaimed, " By my shoul and shal- 
va^hun and it is the very same Mr. Fagg that 
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people said was long ago dead apd baciGd^ and 
for whom my young lady baa beeo so long grie- 
ving 1 " 

Immediately upon this recogohion I was in- 
viteid into the lodge, where I wa^ed for some 
time without the object of my solicitude tnakii^ 
her appearance. During this interval the old 
man confirmed what bad been related to me by 
my friend GalUvan, relative to the report of my 
death abroad, which, he said, his* young mistress 
believing, she had at last consented to bestow 
her hand upon Mr. Curzon ; ^^ but 1 am certain 
sure/' added he, " she would never have done 
that same thing, if she could have had any hope 
of ever setting her eyes on so fine a getitlenomn as 
yourself again/' 

Growing impatient with the pix>lixity of tlie 
old man, I rose abruptly and desired be wovld 
go directly to the bouse, and ascertain whether ' 
Miss Pelham bad received the letter which had 
been forwarded some hours bef(Mre; eaoAioning 
him, at the same time, not to mention to any one 
that I was at the lodge, unless be should see the 
lady berself* ^^ I shall do as you desire, Mr. Fi^i;, 
though I don't wish to be consarned in sicb bis* 
ness, but I's willing to sarve you," replied the 
porter, and he hobbled away ta execute my com- 
mands. After a tedious absence of nearly half an 
hour be returned with the m(»rtifying ii^dligence 
that she had just retiited to rest, and that she 
could not.be disturbed on any account. 
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Rendered desperate by this information^ I 
paced the lodge to and fro in a state of mind 
bordering on distraction ; lost in conjecture, and 
unable to resolve the perplexity of my thoughts 
ii^to any fixed determination. As I was on the 
eve of departing from the lodge, the old porter, 
observing my agitation, suggested the propriety 
of placing myself in some conspicuous situation 
the next day, so that I might be seen by the 
bride, eittier in the church or on the way thither, 
who would doubtless recollect me, and if she 
still loved me would then manifest her senti- 
ments. 

As a distempered mind will grasp, at any thing 
Ukely to cure or alleviate the cause of its disor* 
der, so it was with me ; I laid hold of this sug- 
gestion, visionary as it was, with avidity, and 
hoped to turn it to some advantage iiext day. — 
Having given proofs of my bounty to my adviser 
I took my departure and returned to the inn late 
at night, overwhelmed with my agitated feelings. 

This night was to me a most restless one; to 
describe my agitated feelings language is inade- 
quate. I rose early the next morning, and, hav- 
ing set off my person to the best advantage, pro- 
ceeded towards the church and stationed myself 
near the entrance long before the hour fixed for 
the celebration of the marriage. I waited with 
indescribable anxiety until the important hour 
arrived, and immediately after three carriages 
drove up to the church door; on the first b'eing 
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opened 1 instantly recognized Mr. Peifaam and 
two elderly gentlemen, who alighted; but on 
the second being opened. Heaven and earth! 
how shall I paint my situation on beholding the 
adored Emily about to become the wife of ano- 
ther—and that other my hated and detested ri- 
val — the idea was intolerable. My brain was 
almost turned, and I stood as immovable as a 
rock, and was for some minutes entranced. The 
ceremony had already began before I recovered, 
when with faltering steps 1 reached the altar, 
just opposite the intended couple, who, however, 
were intercepted from my view by their friends 
and relatives. The ceremony had now proceed- 
ed so far as that part where the clergyman in- 
terrogates whether the lady will have the party 
named for her lawful and wedded husband; just 
before the important and irrevocable affirma- 
tive " I will," was uttered, I rushed forward for 
the purpose of upbraiding her, and pushed those 
who stood before me so unceremoniously as to 
cause a momentary confusion. At this instant 
the disorder thus occasioned by me having at- 
tracted the attention of the clergyman, as well 
as those present, not excepting the lovely bride, 
her eyes happening to alight upon me, they be- 
came fixed in an instant, and upon the question 
being repeated, the response that she returned 
was a loud shriek and fell senseless to the ground. 
I rushed immediately to her assistance; in a 
short time the eyes of the whole company were 
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fixed upon me, and they seemed struck dimib 
with anazemeat when I was leeognized as the 
gentlemaD who had tweoty yean previously res- 
cued the JDtended bride finom the power of the 
baodittiy and had always been looked opoo as 
her betrothed hosbaod. 

In the interim I was most assidnously engaged 
in applying the remedies nsoal on such occa- 
sions; but whilst so occupied, the brid^room^ 
whom my unexpected, pres^ice discomposed not 
a little, imi^gining that his province had been in- 
vaded, end^ivoured to supplant me and take my 
place. I pushed him back with a frown of ind^- 
nation and disdain, at the same time lettii^ him 
know that nothing but the phice we were then 
in could have sheltered him from my just re- 
sentment; and that I expected that he would 
not again skulk off without affording me that 
satisfiBiCtion which I had a right to demand in 
consequence of his treacherous and cowardly be* 
haviour. This he promised haughtily to afiord 
me on a fitting opportunity. 

The object of all our solicitude on opening her 
eyes rivetted them upon me; but, good Heaven ! 
what i^ere the throbbings of my heart on hear- 
ing her pronounce with a timid accept, ^' Oh 
Heaven 1 it is he ! it is he ! " which exclamatiofi 
she had no sooner given utterance to than she 
again swooned away. This sudden relapse filled 
me with the utmost alarm ; but in a short time 
I was happily relieved by perceiving symptoms 
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of retumiDg aniniatioD, and proper restoratives 
being applied, she gradually recovered, to the 
unspeakable joy of all present. 

As soon as she had a little . recollected herself 
and somewhat composed her spirits, words are 
inadequate to convey even an imperfect descrip- 
tion of the unutterable fondness with which she 
seemed to gaze upon me, and the pleasure which 
appeared to beam in her beauteous countenance 
on my identity being placed beyond a doubt. 

Miss Pelham having been now quite recovered 
her father testified much pleasure at seeing me 
after so long an absence, and indeed the whole 
company, except the disconsolate bridegroom and 
his friends, who could scarcely credit their senses. 

In the midst of this scene, which had more 
the appearance of a dream than reality, the cler- 
gyman retired; on his re-appearance, at the in- 
stance of Mr. Curzou, to Complete the marriage 
ceremony, Mr Pelham declined to allow it to be 
proceeded with until he had at least consulted 
the inclinations of his daughter, whom, he said, 
he would on no account coerce, but leave entire- 
ly to her own unbiassed choice, and retired with 
her for that purpose. 

He had not been long absent before he return- 
ed, and observed that the ceremony could not at 
present be proceeded with, but should be defer- 
red until a future day, his daughter not being in 
a sCate of mind befitting such an occasion* Upon 
hearing this declaration, which convinced me of 



266 

theunalteeable aflfectionof Miss PelbaiD, all my 
fears forsook me, and the dawn of hope once 
more diffused itself in my bosom. 

The parties now resolved to return . to the 
mansion of Mr. Pelham; that gentleman, . his 
wife, and daughter travelled in one carria^^, 
while I and the bride's uncle took possession* of 
another, the dejected bridegroom and his Mends 
bringing up the r«u:. In this manner we'csaoh- 
ed the residence of Mr. Pelham, where a sitmp- 
tuoxxs repast, designed for the nuptial feast, was 
served up with the utmost elegance, to which ^we 
all sat down with the exception of Miss Pelham, 
whose presence was dispensed with on this oc- 
casion, 

llie conversation naturally turned upon, the 
singular events of the day, to • whieh my imex-^ 
pected presence had given rise; common repent 
having long since numbered me with the. diead. 
I laid bold of this oppoortunity to observe Aat I 
-was well aware of the author of that report, who 
no doubt had his own selfish motives for.propa* 
ga4;ing it, but that before many days would.ekpse 
>t should unn»ask him to the world bothas^ aJiar 
and calumniator. Upon this npy adversary ob- 
served' tliat he was not to be intimickkt^ iby 
threats, and that he should at any time bepce^ 
^red to vindicate ttbe lifne of conduct he bad 
itjbought fit t6 pursue uponlihis as wdlaaxfiioii 
>ev^ry other occasion. Hfiving thus given jvmnt 
itoniy fe6tifi|^ I r^in^,,a£t}er having tak^leme 



of the company, purttcularl/^^f Mr^^PeUniin and 
his lady, by whom I ^was escoiiled into the pre- 
sence of their loiady^ugbter, who gave w^^^esh 
assuranees of her eternal fidelity. 

I retarned late at night to -the. inn, scarcely be^ 
lieving my senses, and having procured pen, ink 
and paper, I addressed a letter to Mr. Curzon in 
Ibe foUowJag. iiu^ds : — 

> I demand that y^u will imniediatdy make 
a pu^iq. apology for yowr b^a;riot|r' towards me, 
which I baire no hesita^i^ in stigmatising as 
ungentlemanly, malignant, and cowardly. Tb^e 
conduct I complain df.is your having circulated 
a report, that 'Lbai died abroad, which you knew 
at the timerto be destitute, of any.foiindadqn, and 
o^/content ^tb ithis, you have bad the baseness 
to invent anatlier equally false, namely, ^hatl 
ikAdbeen c^Horvioted^of burglary.' If you decline 
tO/Oiake a suitable apology for ii\\n oonduct, I 
require yoiivtb naxneagentlenian on yout* bc^Mtf 
oawbom afriepdof mine will call to make the 
necessary arrangemeuls for a meeting. Of the 
two alternatives yoaare at perfect liberty to se- 
lectwhidi^you please. 

I am, &c. 

Michael Fagg." 

This ietter I. baoded (o.a servant with direcr 

iions that it. should be delivered as early, as pos- 

atbte the next. morning, and retired to rest highly 

elated wii/h the. extraordinary events of the day. 
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I slept very little that night, but getting up 
early next morumg I found that the servant had 
already proceeded in the execution of my com- 
mission ; I had scarcely been seated to breakfiast 
before he returned with an answer, which ran as 
follows: — 

"Sir, 

Of the two alternatives proposed in your 
letter, I prefer that of giving you the meeting 
you desire ; my friend Captain Roberts,^ of New- 
berry, will be prepared to confer with any person 
whom you may name, and will arrange accord* 
ingly. 

I am, &c. 

Frederic Curzon/' 

On perusing this I despatched a messenger to 
a Mr. Vincent, a very respectable attorney resid- 
ing in the town, and who had been an intimate 
friend of my uncle Cheek, with a request that be 
would call upon me without delay. The mes- 
senger had not been long absent before he re- 
turned, accompanied by that gentleman* On 
explaining to him the nature of the affair in 
which I required his assistance, he readily con-^ 
seated to act as my friend^ and quitted without 
a moment's hesitation to arrange the place and 
time with the party referred to. He returned in 
the course of the day, to inform me that' the 
preliminaries had been arranged, and that the 
meeting was fixed for four o'clock in the after- 
noon at a place about a mile distant, adding that 
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and accompany me to the ground at the time ap* 
pointed. 

Every thing being arranged as satisfactorily as 
I could desire, I repaired in a post chaise to the 
residence of Mr. Pelham. My welcome by that 
gentleman and his lady exceeded my most san- 
guine expectations,' but their reception fell far 
short of that which I met with from Miss Pel- 
ham, in whom years had made but little altera- 
tion; on the contrary, I fancied that she looked 
more beautiful and blooming than ever, having 
attained that zenith of perfection when woman 
can be seen to the greatest advantage. 

Our conversation, which was restrained in 
some measure by the presence of her parents, 
having turned upon my present circumstances, 
I briefly recapitulated my rise and prepress, and 
the eminence I had attained in my profession; 
upon which they congratulated me, and express- 
ed much satisfaction at my elevation. 

The time fixed for the meeting now drawing 
near, I deposited with Miss Pelham a testamen- 
tary paper in the nature of a Will, by which I 
left the bulk of my property, amounting to about 
ten thousand pounds, to that lady, excepting 
thereout a few legacies to my immediate friends, 
and appointed her sole executrix; I accompanied 
this document with a request that it should not 
be unsealed till the following day, and then took 
my departure, promising to renew my visit n^t 



mbnnbigy if notfahigT IbapfMned' in* lU^ meflD time 
taobsCniet n7 intention; 

I had scarcely reached the porter's lodg« be*^ 
fore I espied a canii^ approach, and instarntly 
icbogHized my rival and' his fatbbr, and eso&AkBt 
geatleihan, whoap^areda stranger to me, ami 
wiio passed on without deignii^ to notice me. 
I got into the chaise which waited* for me and 
returned to thie ilm/ where! Ihad not loilg beeii 
bcfoii&Mr. Vinf^eiit called pvrsnant to his pm- 
mise/ and with wbom I proceeded' to the {^ace 
<^ asiligBatiouy Where' my c^pooei^t atld his se- 
conds had ' dready arrived • 

The prdtarinaofMs hanrfng^ beiin nrrmged^ we 
toolb our places at- a proper dtstanice from^ddch 
ofherf and on the signal' beih]^ gf'vien' we ex- 
diangtd'shDtis^, but no injury resulted theveftom 
except the knot' of my cravat being shot offj — 
Jtoftrnwe were pr6p«iring to disdhat^e a' second 
pistol/ a -gendeman on* horseback* \^fir seen^ to 
approach intfa^diiiection where we^ stoodv atid 
ow Ms' coming! up' we imimiediamly reeognteed 
Mr; P^th^my wha ieani to' act the pan>of amv^ 
diiitbr betwe^ ite.' «^ I haVe heJEtrdby^efaanceof 
ttdf* holfttile meetiug,'' sardhei '^aiid Fhasiteiied 
fairihar to pnteveiit it if possible; I have" beeA 
iitvaandbh^ bpposc^ to this' ininhmsm atid atiti^ 
'cliristiflas'way of deeidiii^cMjflfereiib^j ^h/Mx 6er- 
tssnly i^ nor critisrittir of is mm'^ OMyag^^;- 6ii 
ibe:Jcon#ai7^it4pau>iftWiktrb^tft*efiioty whi6k 
^Omh^ every' doy^s txpitim^ oonfll'm«, that 
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mairir who engage induells arepoltroona^ desti^^ 
tiite of a particle of manly Or noliyle spirit, and 
whose chief object is to obtain notoriety; but a 
truce to thjs. 1 understand tbat my daughter ia^ 
unintentionally I am certain, the cause of this 
meeting, and I have th^efore to request that you 
will suspend hostilities for the present, as the 
idea of being, however innocently, the cause of 
the death of either of youy would indeed make 
her miserable for life. But as I am not a stran- 
ger to the fact that you are both rivals for her 
hand, if you will favour me with your company 
in an hour from^ this time, you shall hetur from 
her own lips, unbiassed and uninfluenced by me^ 
wftteb is the object of her choice. , *^ 

The justness and propriety of< tliese.obsarva* 
tTbmwBiS adtDitted by all present except myself^ 
who ift>soltitely refused to comply therewitlitiin-* 
til my adversary had signed a deolaration> G*-* 
pressive of his regret at haying been inatrumen>^ 
tal in propagating reports injuriwis to my cba^ 
raicter, and his belief of their' being utterly 
groundless^ This he agreed ta' 4ilo as soon as 
we bad reached a tavern where the necessary 
reqtiisle^s could be had. Upon this umkrstand- 
ing we quitted the ground, and all proceeded, at 
the express desire of Mr. Pelham, to his resi- 
dence, where a sumptuous entertainment was 
provided. 

The company having taken their seats indis-* 
criminately, the beauteous Emily, who was the 
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great source of attracfsoiiy and upon whom all 
eyes were rivetted, took ber- place between ber 
father and motber^ and seemed overwhelmed 
with diffidence. As soon as every body had par* 
taken abundantly of what was set before them^ 
Mr. Pelham rose and addressed his guests as de* 
tailed in the next chapter. 
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'^ I have assembled yon here^ my friends, this 
evening pursuant to my promise, to bear testi- 
mony to my daughter*s choice. These two gen- 
tlemen (pointing to me and Mr. Cnrzou) have 
severally put forth pretensions to the hand of my 
dmighter, one is the son of a worthy and excel- 
lent clergyman .residing in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood, highly esteemed and deservedly re^ 
spected, and whose presence restrains me from 
expatiating at any length on bis public and pri- 
vate worth; the other is a gentleman who has, 
unaided and aloae, attained nearly to the sum- 
mit of his profession, and to whom, I will not 
conceal the fact, I am indebted for the restora- 
tion of my daughter and the pleasure which I 
now enjoy; without expressing any opinion of. 
my own on the. merits of these gentlemen, I shall 
leave her to determine which of the two she will 
select as her future partner for life." 
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During the delivery of these remarks by Mr. 
Pelbam^ and for some minutes subsequeatly, a 
death-like sileuce reigned: the eyes of all the 
company were directed towards Miss Pelham, 
cuid if the fate of empires had depended on her 
determination^ she could not have been looked 
up to with greater reverenqe and awe. This 
silence was at length broken by Mr. Pelham^ 
who, repeating his interrogatory/ followed it up 
by encouraging his daughter at once to declare 
her sentiments; after considerable reluctance she 
expressed herself thus : — 
' , ^^ With respect to Mr. Curzon, to whom I was 
about to be allied, I consider him a very worthy 
man, and one whom I am led to think would 
make any woman happy ; yet I confess my ac- 
quiescence with the wishes of my friends, was 
wrung from me by their incessant importunity 
rather than the result of my own unfettered in- 
clinations; my parents were not certainly aware 
that there was another person upon whom my 
affections had long been rivetted, and though 
separated as we have been for nearly twenty 
years, yet up to the present moment I have che- 
rished a most grateful remembrance of the perils 
and dangers he encountered for me, and that to 
him I am indebted for the happiness of being 
restored to my friends and to society, and were I 
to prefer another to him, I should indeed consi- 
der myself unworthy and ungrateful*" 

Words are inadequate to convey even an im^* 
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perfect idea of the enactions of my soul on hear- 
ing this decision^ which was delivered in sb calm 
and dignified a manner^ tempered with so much 
good sense and judgment as to elicit the unqua"* 
lifled applause, of every body present except the 
Curzons and' their friendd^ who felt so moitlfied 
at the result that trhey abruptly quitted the house 
Without even dfeigtiing to conform ta the accus- 
tomed etiquetti3 usually observed on retiring. 

I was so ti^nsported with unspeakable joy 
that I was for a while deprived of the power of 
utterance; at lengthy recovering myself, I clasped 
in my arms the dear object of all my hope, and 
ip an ecstacy of indescribable bliss excIainSied, 
" Oh, adorable Emily ! I at la^t press thee to my 
heart, and can call thee mine: Fortune has at? 
length amply recompensed me for all my suf- 
ferings in the possession of thee." I tefideriy 
embraced her, and tasted in advance a portion 
of that bliss which I hoped in a short time wholly 
to possess ; whereupon she chid me with such 
ineffable sweetness that I was almost tempted to 
repeat the offence, had she not reminded me of 
my being in the presence of others. 

My transports having gradually subsided, I 
took my ptace beside the dariing of my soul, and 
received the compliments and congratulations of 
the company. 

The deed of setflement which had been exe- 
cuted in contemplation of Miss Pelham's mar- 
riage to Mr. Curzon, by which five thousand 



pdands, being h($r tliai^ri^^e portion^ was inve»t-i^ 
ed in the names df triifitees, now becaniethci 
snbject of conv€*»«iti6tor Updii liiy opinion be^ 
ing asked for, I ob^c^^ed that^ I conld niat say 
with certainty what effect it might haVfe or wha:f 
construction to 'put updid it^ not having sl^n thd 
deed, but that if the tirudts- taking efiect depend^ 
ed, which tb^ genei^rilydldi upon the'soleriihif' 
zatirni of the marriage, as that event had not 
taken place they becampe litigatory and inopera- 
tive; so fai*, however, as I was concerned^ this 
would never cause me a moinent's uneasiness, 
nor Wdtlld it I hoped to any pefrson priesent ; that 
I had by my own exertions riealized sufflciient t0 
Kv* rw independent circumstances, and- that Misd 
Pelham with fh^e thdusand pounds, or Miss Pel- 
liatti Without afai^thlBfgt^as equally deal' td me: 

This genei'otiy and disinterested behaviour 
ttiEide a visible impression on every one present, 
and on none rttote than on the susceptiblfe heart 
of Mis9> Pelhatn; our marriage was now fixed tb 
take plafCte itt' threci days. 

I did not separarte from the delight of my soul 
until the night was^ pretty for advanced, \Vhen I 
returtied to the* iftn; dwelling with insatiable de- 
light oh the interesShg and extraordinary events 
df the day, and conte*it!rlating nothing but days 
of future bliss and felicity. 

The n«ct day Emily desired to know some cir- 
cufnslances connected with myself since ^ our 
separation. In this I gratified her inclinin;ion, 
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and detailed some of the principal events of my 
life, the recital of which brought tears into her 
lovely eyes, bat which gradually disappeared as 
I proceeded to disclose the particulars of that 
period which embraced my good fortune. Upon 
interrogating her with respect to the letters I 
had addressed to her from London, she informed 
me that she had never received any, and that if 
they had been sent they must have been inter- 
cepted by some person, as they had never come 
to hand. ^* The non-receipt of any communica- 
tion from you," said she, ^^ induced me to give 
credence to the rumour that had been propaga- 
ted respecting your death abroad, but I have re^ 
cently learned that my father many years ago 
wrote you a very angry letter, in consequence of 
some misrepresentations made by Mr. Curzon.'' 
I explained to her the circumstances connected 
with my apprehension and examination before 
the magistrate in as delicate terms as possible, 
and produced my rival's letter eicpressive of his 
regret at having given circulation to them, bat 
she smilingly iuterrupted me, observing that she 
bad too high an opinion of my honour and inte- 
grity to doubt for a moment my veracity. 

I spent the few intervening days in all that 
harmless and innocent amusement which gene- 
rally precedes an expected alliance. 

At length the morning of my wedding day 
arrived, when I rose, and having di*essed myself 
with more than ordinary attention, I was what 
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the ladies would call a good-looking fellow, I 
led my beautiful and blushing bride to the hy- 
meneal altar, where we ratified our mutual vows 
of love and fidelity; on our way back we were 
met by an immense concourse of people^ by 
whom we were loudly greeted, amongst them 
Iscattered a considerable sum in silver, for which 
they scrambled with inuch earnestness, and in 
downright good humour. 

We had scarcely been seated to a sumptuous 
entertainment when a parcel arrived for Mr. 
Pelham, which on opening was found to contain 
the deed of settlement cancelled. As Emily's 
fortune was now restored, I was consulted with 
regard to the manner in which it was to be dis- 
posed]of ; but I desired it should be settled on 
my wife and her heirs for ever, in whose posses- 
sion I am pretty certain it will not be her fault 
if its value is decreased. 

I had the infinite pleasure, too, of having the 
marriage ceremony performed by my old friend 
Wheeler, with whom I laughed heartily over our 
\freak with the-frail pair in Bristol, by whom we 
had been fleeced of our money. Prom him I 
learnt that as soon as he had obtained his cleri'- 
' cal qualifications he returned to his native town, 
and obtained a curacy that chanced to be va- 
cant, upon the income of which, amounting to 
sixty pounds a year, he had contrived to support 
his wife and three children for nearly fifteen 
years. After I had condoled with my friend on 
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the tardiness of charcb promotioii, and put him 
ID possession of the leading events of my sac- 
oessfti] career^ I placed in his hands a draft 
for two hundred pounds^ observing that he coaM 
pay the advance when be was elevated to a bish- 
opric. My friend gratefolly received the loan, 
which he promised to repay long before he had 
reached that dignity. 

For several days snbseqnently to my marriage 
I continued to receive the warm and hearty con- 
gratulations of most of the gentry residing in the 
neighbourhood, who testified their pleasure on 
so auspicious an occasion. 

After an absence of nearly three months 1 re- 
turned with my wife and two servants to my 
residence in Torrington Square, where we ar- 
rived OD the 10th of August, 1&84. Soon after 
my arrival I exchanged my residence for iinother 
in Squtu-e, where I now reside. 

Since then I have had a visit from Lady C — , 
who called to congratulate me on the prt^d ^- 
inence 1 bad attained in my profession, and to 
retain me in a cause in which she was interessted 
respecting the validity of a will, upon the esta- 
blishment of which her ladyship would become 
entitled to an additional five hundred a year. I 
ne^ ..scarcely observe that I readily undertook 
the task assigned to ipe, and I am proud to re- 
cord that my efforts were crowned with victory* 
Her ladyship felt so sensible of thesierviQes^ that 
I bad rendered faer> that next mqrQi^g I received 
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a letter from bar enclosing a check on b^r bank-^ 
ers for two hundred guineas. I returned i it on 
the same day^ under cover to her ladyship^ in* 
forming her, that until I had in some measure 
discharged tbe.many obligaAiQiiis which I former- 
ly e^cperionced .at ! her .haads, I could not for a 
moment think of accepting any thing in the shape 
of fee or rewiard for: any «<^rvic^s that I had or 
unight i:end^. Since then I have bad repeated 
yisits fpom bf^rJadyahip, who bas/receuitly given 
me. toiunderstand that she is on theeyeof again 
entering into, the holy bands .of wedlock with a 
colonel in the Coldstream guards, who is. about 

the same age as herself; Lady C 's daughter 

having recently mat-ried a captain in the same 
corps. y 

George Godfrey has lately tommenced prac- 
tice as an attorney 5 O'Leary and Farrell are still 
living and in pretty tolerable circumstances ; and 
my friend Jenks «has some time since filled tl^ 
high and important office of one of the sheriffs 
of the city of London with credit to himself and 
advantage to his fellow-citizens. 

My brother Darby, who still continues a ba- 
chelor, is one of the oldest and most respectable 
itierchants in his native city, and in case I should 
chance to survive him, I expect to inherit the 
greater part of his wealth, which is supposed to 
be very considerable. 

If there be such a thing as true happiness here 
below, I have partaken of it; my wife and I 
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seem to have two bodies animated by one soul ; 
she lives only to please me^ and she charms me 
yet more by her virtue than her beauty, so that 
death only can destroy our happiness. 

Having now attained considerable distinction 
in my profession, the predictions contained in 
the first chapter of these my memoirs have been 
fulfilled; I shall therefore take a respectful fare- 
well of my readers, premising, however, that in 
their various vicissitudes through life they should 
remember me in my fagging peregrinations, and 
bear in mind, that if Adversity frowns to-day 
Prosperity may smile to-morrow. 



THB END. 



PHnttd fry A. Hancock, MiddU Row PiMet, 3^6, Holbofn. 
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